
Education Cannot Wait Announces US$1.5
Million Grant to Slow the Spread of Cholera in
Schools in Syria

ECW Funding in Syria Totals US$50 Million

Grant will be delivered by Save the

Children and strategic partners to

address cholera outbreaks that threaten

to push even more children out of school.

NEW YORK, NEW YORK, USA,

December 23, 2022 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- There are more

than 2.4 million children out of school

in Syria. Conflict, COVID-19, the climate

crisis and now new outbreaks of

cholera threaten to push even more

girls and boys out of school. 

To mitigate the impacts of the cholera outbreak on learning outcomes, Education Cannot Wait

(ECW) announced today US$1.5 million in First Emergency Response grant funding. The 12-

month grant will be delivered by Save the Children, with implementing partners the Norwegian

Refugee Council, War Child Holland and People in Need.

A cholera outbreak has affected 14 governates across Syria, with over 1,400 cases confirmed and

close to 100 deaths. The outbreak could potentially exacerbate protection and wellbeing needs

across Syria and further disrupt children’s education. Without access to safe learning

environments, many girls and boys risk being pushed into early marriage, child labour and other

violations of their human rights. 

The climate crisis is making matters even worse. Insufficient rains in recent years are affecting

water and sanitation services in schools and creating economic stress for families already

dealing with the impacts of the war, which has now stretched into its 12th year and caused

massive displacement across the country and region.

“Millions of Syrian children are already at risk. By addressing the cholera outbreak – and building

on the impact of ECW’s Multi-Year Resilience Programme and other investments – we are

creating a systems-based approach to address the education crisis in Syria. We must do more to

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.educationcannotwait.org/our-investments/where-we-work/syria


protect the children of Syria from the scourges of war, the impacts of cholera, and the

devastating consequences of climate change. Education is the answer,” said Yasmine Sherif,

Director of Education Cannot Wait, the United Nations global fund for education in emergencies

and protracted crises. 

The new funding builds on ECW’s US$48.5 million in funding in Syria to date, which has reached a

total of 370,000 children, including over 200,000 girls and more than 1,000 children with

disabilities.  

The investment will improve the capacity of teachers to respond to issues around safe drinking

water, build awareness to prevent the spread of cholera and other diseases, provide materials

such as sanitizers to prevent the spread of the disease, and promote gender equality in

classroom activities. 

Education Cannot Wait’s High-Level Financing Conference, next February in Geneva, provides a

unique opportunity for world leaders to stand up for crisis-impacted children in places like Syria,

the Middle East and beyond, to realize the dreams of the world’s 222 million crisis-impacted

children and adolescents in need of urgent education support.
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