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Regional Ocean Partnerships receive federal
authorization

Gulf of Mexico Alliance excited about
what this means for the future

UNITED STATES, January 12, 2023
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Regional Ocean
Partnerships (ROPs), including the Gulf
of Mexico Alliance, recently received
federal authorization under the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration. This authorization
recognizes the four existing ROPs and
establishes governance structures and
procedures to be used when new
Partnerships are created.
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Beautiful waters on the Gulf of Mexico at Gulf State
Park in Alabama. Photo by Amanda Nalley/GOMA

“The Gulf of Mexico Alliance is excited

about what this authorization will mean for coordination and collaboration with our partners in
the Gulf of Mexico region,” said Laura Bowie, executive director of the Alliance. “While we have
been in existence since 2004, this authorization formally recognizes that different coastal areas
of our country have challenges that are specific to the needs of the member states and regional
stakeholders, regardless of national priorities.”

The Gulf of Mexico Alliance would like to thank the leaders of the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, & Transportation, Senator Maria Cantwell (D-WA, Chair) and Senator Roger
Wicker (R-MS, Ranking Member) for their commitment to recognizing the value of regional
collaboration. The ecology and economy of our country’s coastal areas will benefit as a result of
this authorization for years to come.

"It is important for states to collaborate when addressing ocean and coastal issues. | am glad the
Gulf of Mexico Alliance has been formally recognized. Its work will build a stronger base of
information and leverage new funding opportunities to strengthen the Blue Economy and
protect our natural resources along the Gulf Coast," said Sen. Wicker.

ROPs are organizations voluntarily convened by coastal state governors in collaboration with


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://gulfofmexicoalliance.org/
https://gulfofmexicoalliance.org/

other governments and stakeholders to address issues of common concern in that region. The
Gulf of Mexico Alliance serves as the ROP for the Gulf of Mexico region (Alabama, Florida,
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas). Three other Partnerships currently exist in the North Atlantic,
the Mid-Atlantic, and the West Coast.

The purpose of the authorization is to recognize ROPs as intergovernmental coordinators for
shared priorities related to the collaborative management of oceans and coastal regions, thereby
reducing duplication of efforts and maximizing opportunities to leverage support.

This measure provides provisions for supporting interagency collaboration around priorities in
the region; implementing research, modeling, monitoring, data collection, and outreach projects
that support the region’s priorities; and serving as a liaison with international counterparts as
appropriate.

About the Gulf of Mexico Alliance

The Gulf of Mexico Alliance is a Regional Ocean Partnership focused on enhancing the
environmental and economic health of the Gulf of Mexico through increased collaboration. Led
by the five Gulf states, our network includes over 150 participating organizations from state and
federal agencies, tribal governments, communities, academia, non-governmental organizations,
and industry. Priority issues addressed by the Alliance include coastal community resilience; data
and monitoring; education; habitat; water resources; wildlife and fisheries; and marine debris.

https://gulfofmexicoalliance.org/
Facebook and Instagram @gulfofmexicoalliance
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/610967668

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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