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Memorial for Dozier School for Boys Victims Is
“a Good Start” But There’s Much More Work to
Be Done

Pensacola Attorneys investigate the
century-long abuse that transpired in a
Florida reform school as they battle
current abuses in youth centers across
the U.S.

PENSACOLA, FL, U.S.A,, January 14,
2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- LPR
Attorney Mike Papantonio described
the Dozier School for Boys Memorial is
“a good start” in the effort to bring
awareness to the abuses and
suspected murders that occurred
there. The Florida Department of
Management Services (DMS)
announced a dedication ceremony for
the memorial at 1 pm, Friday, January 13, 2023. State and local leaders hosted the event.

Countless young boys were beaten, abused, and
possibly murdered at the Dozier School for Boys.

“It's at least recognition of a problem,” Papantonio added. “Now the Florida legislature has to
take the next step, and that's to compensate people for
“ being beaten tortured, raped, and some of them buried in

We will not stop until we unmarked graves.

find some measure of
justice for these victims. The
state and legislature must
step up and make this right
by them.”

TROY RAFFERTY, ATTORNEy ~ PTess release.

AND SHAREHOLDER, LEVIN ,
PAPANTONIO RAFFERTY LPR’S Involvement Reaches Into the Past and the Future

In 2017, the Florida Legislature passed House Bill 7115,
establishing the Dozier School for Boys Memorial. “The
memorial in Marianna is designed to tell the story of the
boys who lived and died while at the school,” stated a DMS

Due to a statute of limitations, LPR is not involved in lawsuits for the Dozier School for Boys
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https://www.levinlaw.com/Dozier-School-for-Boys

victims. However, Papantonio and
Rafferty are working to have the
Florida legislature pass a bill to
compensate victims and their families.
Rafferty is leading this effort.

“This injustice cannot stand,” Rafferty
said. “We will not stop until we find
some measure of justice for these
victims. The state and legislature must
step up and make this right by them.”

In their investigation of the Dozier
incidents, both Rafferty and
Papantonio have visited the former
reform school and interviewed
survivors.

The LPR group is also participating in
“The Florida Boys,” a documentary
about the atrocities that occurred in
the Marianna, Florida-based
institution. The film is currently under
production.

Going After Current Abusers at Youth
Detention Centers

Papantonio said the LPR team has set
its sights on similar abuses that have
occurred in other institutions across
the country with plans to build a
national case on behalf of victims.

“This is taking place all over the
country,” Papantonio said, referring to
recent discoveries of abuse at the Ware
Youth Center in, Louisiana, and the
“cash for kids” scandal involving two
Pennsylvania judges.

Abuse of Children at Ware Youth Center

Mike Papantonio, Attorney and Shareholder, Levin
Papantonio Rafferty

Troy Rafferty, Attorney and Shareholder, Levin
Papantonio Rafferty



In November 2022, Gov. John Bel Edwards of Louisiana announced an investigation into Ware
Youth Center, one of the state’s largest juvenile detention facilities. The New York Times perused
state records and court documents and interviewed more than 100 previous Ware detainees and
employees to discover that 42 individuals who had been held at the center had allegedly been
sexually abused by members of Ware staff. The NYT also identified 30 employees who had
sexually abused children at the facility over the last 25 years. Guards were accused of regularly
punishing, degrading, or inflicting pain.

“Kids for Cash” Judicial Kickbacks

In 2008, two judges at the Luzerne County Court of Common Pleas in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania,
were convicted of taking cash in exchange for imposing harsh judgments on juveniles. At the
hands of Michael Conahan and Mark Ciavarella, thousands of children were sent to stay at
private, for-profit youth detention centers for the most minor of infractions, including mocking
an assistant principal on social media (United States Court of Appeals, Third Circuit.

United States of America v. Mark Ciavarella, Jr., Appellant No. 11-3277).

In August 2022, the former judges were ordered to pay $200m to those who were victimized.
U.S. District Judge Christopher Conner described the plaintiffs as “the tragic human casualties of
a scandal of epic proportions.”

Papantonio said he, Rafferty, and the Levin Papantonio Rafferty law firm plan to dig into these
and other cases and devise a formula for “how we can organize nationally to prevent these types
of abuses from occurring.”

Sara Stephens

Levin Papantonio Rafferty
+1 281-744-6560

email us here

Visit us on social media:
Facebook

Twitter

LinkedIn

Instagram

YouTube

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/611219364

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.


http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/3866437
https://www.facebook.com/LevinPapantonio
https://twitter.com/LevinPapantonio/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/levin-papantonio-thomas-mitchell-rafferty-&-proctor-p-a-/
https://www.instagram.com/levinpapantonioraffertylaw/
https://www.youtube.com/c/Levinlaw
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/611219364
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

© 1995-2023 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.



