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NOBEL LAUREATES, GLOBAL LEADERS CALL
FOR GLOBAL CHILD BENEFIT TO END
INJUSTICE FOR AFRICA'S CHILDREN

At launch of Justice for Africa’s Children’ report, leaders demand new investment in social protection to
end injustice for children in labour & out of school

NAIROBI, WASHINGTON, DC, NEW DELHI, January 26, 2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Child labour,
children out of school, child hunger and malnutrition, and under-5 mortality are the costs of
international injustices to Africa, but investments in targeted programmes including child-
focused social protection could stop them in their tracks.

African and international leaders have launched a new report, Justice for Africa’s Children, which
examines the human and financial cost of international and national injustices faced by Africa
since the launch of the Sustainable Development Goals. The costs to Africa are almost $4 trillion
in international injustices including lost tax and aid, and increases in child labour, children out of
school, child malnutrition, and under-5 mortality.

African speakers at the virtual launch included 2011 Nobel Peace Laureate Leymah Gbowee,
philanthropist Dr. Mo Ibrahim, WHO DG Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union’s SG Martin Chungong, the ILO’s Vera Paquete-Perdigao and All Africa
Students’ Union SG, Peter Kwasie Kodjie, alongside former Prime Minister of Sweden, Stefan
Léfven, and 2014 Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash Satyarthi. Mr. Satyarthi is the founder of
Laureates and Leaders for Children, which hosted the launch with youth-led 100 Million.

The report calls for a global child benefit, which would provide social protection for all children
and their mothers in every low-income country, at a cost $53 billion per year. This represents just
1.4% of the amount spent by high-income countries on their own national social protection
schemes. Speaking about the benefit, Stefan Léfven said, “It would have a transformative impact
on ending child labour, ending extreme poverty, and it would be a historic step for
multilateralism. Global child benefit is an idea whose time has come.”

Further demands include increased financing for education, which could be achieved with the
support of high-income countries if their share of ‘Special Drawing Rights’, released by the IMF in
2021 were reallocated; investment in school feeding programmes which target the poorest
communities; and a foundation for justice for Africa, including African representation in global
decision-making bodies such as the G20 and the OECD.


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.laureatesandleaders.org
http://www.100million.org
https://www.laureatesandleaders.org/_files/ugd/811759_fdddfe07e2144d68baf7243dd409a1ae.pdf

Speaking at the report launch, Kailash Satyarthi, stated: “Today we are challenging the age-old
mindset of racial discrimination...The purpose of the Justice for Africa's Children report is to
awake the global consciousness. To create a strong demand and a strong voice across Africa. To
make global leaders listen.”

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said, "Africa's 650 million children are a generation with great
potential, but as the report shows, far too many of them are being held back by grave social
injustices... Investing in our children is an investment in our future, and in the Africa we all want
to see. A healthier, safer, fairer Africa.”

Dr. Mo Ibrahim, whose foundation monitors governance on the continent, said,"$100 billion a
year leaves Africa in illicit financial flows... That is more than twice the money needed to help our
children. We ask Europe, the United States, how can we stop this? Where is their good
governance to stop this theft?"

Nobel Laureate Leymah Gbowee raised the issue of unfair representation of African states in
international decision-making spaces. “Why don't we have Africa represented in the OECD? Even
the conduct of the international organisations that are supposed to do justice in the world, we
can see that they are not.”

All-Africa Students’ Unions Secretary-General, Peter Kwasi Kodjie, echoed Ms. Gbowee's
sentiments. “It's clear that the current order is unequal and biased. Leaders from developed
countries preach equality from the pulpit yet they hold unequal power in the IMF, the OECD &
other international organisations.”

Vera Paquete-Perdigao reiterated the warning provided by the International Labour Organization
at the South African-hosted international child labour conference in 2021: “This is a wake up call.
Africa has a fast-growing population: inaction could lead to 105 MILLION [African] children in
child labour by 2025."

Martin Chungong expressed that the IPU is advocating to change the status quo. “We see
flagrant injustice being meted out to vulnerable groups in society. We need to act. The actions
are simple, straightforward, and they are within the power of the legislative bodies in countries.
It is time to bring justice to Africa's children.

About the report

Justice for Africa’s Children explores seven modern, global injustices: the unequal response to
COVID-19, corporate tax abuse and offshore wealth, discrimination at the IMF, debt injustice,
broken aid promises, broken climate finance promises, and the unequal refugee response and
unjust immigration policies. It also investigates five national injustices: governance, the rights of
adolescent girls, conflict, corruption, and the persecution of civil society and youth-led
movements. It finds that, since the launch of the Sustainable Development Goals:



the number of African child labourers increased by over 20 million (16.6 million in sub-Saharan
Africa). There are more child labourers in Africa (92.2 million) than there are children in the EU
(80.3 million);

children out of school at primary, lower-secondary, and upper-secondary levels in sub-Saharan
Africa increased by over 12 million; in total 106 million children are now out of school across all
of Africa; and

more African children have died of preventable causes in the first five years of the SDGs than all
of the world’s military victims in the five years of the First World War.

These injustices have cost sub-Saharan African countries more than $4 trillion in the first 6 years
of the SDGs. National injustices such as conflict and poor governance cost African children
billions in lost public services, but $3.8 trillion was lost as a result of international injustices.

Laureates and Leaders for Children

Laureates and Leaders for Children is a movement of visionary leaders across diverse fields of
expertise and influence, committed to working together to inspire the international community
to globalise compassion for the world’s most vulnerable children. It was formally established in
2016 following commitments and actions taken for the benefit of marginalised children by the
Nobel Laureate Class of 2014. More information can be found at www.laureatesandleaders.org.
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