
Leading Rails to Trails law firm scheduled to
hold meetings for landowners along the
future Bonita Estero Rail Trail

Stewart, Wald & McCulley

BONITA SPRINGS, FLORIDA, UNITED

STATES, February 8, 2023

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Stewart, Wald &

McCulley, LLC, has been reaching out

to landowners who will be affected by

the conversion of the Seminole Gulf

Railway into a nature and hiking trail.

The firm has been watching the

developments of the future Bonita

Estero Rail Trail closely.   

In January, the Metropolitan Planning

Organization for Lee County presented

plans for the inactive railway.  These Lee County plans include converting the railway into a rail-

trail, or linear park.  The trail would start at Alico Road and continue south to Bonita Beach Road.

Further south, Collier County is considering this rail-trail option as well. 

Rail-trail conversions, like the Legacy Trail in Sarasota, are possible because of the Trails Act, an

Act of Congress that allows railroads to offer their railroad rights-of-way for public recreation in

lieu of abandonment.  Enacted in 1963 and amended in 1983, the Trails Act is a federal statute

that empowers the Surface Transportation Board (“STB”) to authorize these conversions, thereby

preserving the line for future reactivation. This concept is called railbanking.  

Stewart, Wald & McCulley hopes to have the opportunity to educate landowners about their

property rights. All around the country, unused railroad corridors are converted to rail-trails.

When this occurs, the firm reaches out to landowners to educate them on their rights.  Often,

landowners are unaware of their rights and recourse during a rail-trail conversion. The firm has

begun investigating various issues for landowners along this corridor.  Along these 14 miles of

the proposed rail-trail are many types of properties.  There are landowners that live right along

the corridor, there are businesses with land along the corridor, there are many golf clubs and

golf courses along the corridor as well as some industrial land.  Each of these types of

landowners will have special concerns. Stewart, Wald & McCulley has decades of experience

taking each of these types of landowners’ situations into consideration.   

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://swm.legal/
http://swm.legal/
https://bonitaesterorailtrail.com/
https://bonitaesterorailtrail.com/
https://swm.legal/media/blog.html/article/2022/07/14/the-landowners-guide-to-the-trails-act


Native of Naples, Florida, Steven M. Wald is urging landowners to attend the upcoming

informational meetings being held by the firm at the Embassy Suites, 10450 Corkscrew

Commons Drive, Estero FL on Thursday, February 16th , 2023 at 8:00 a.m., 12:00 p.m. and 6:00

p.m. as well as Friday February 17, 2023 at 8:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.

Steven M. Wald

Stewart, Wald & McCulley

+1 314-720-0220

info@swm.legal

Visit us on social media:

Facebook

Twitter

LinkedIn

Instagram

YouTube

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/615879873
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