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PAl Awards Nearly $1M to Civil Society and
Youth-Led Organizations to Advance the
Health of Women, Kids and Adolescents

US$969,678 in grants were competitively

awarded to 14 CSOs and YLOs in eight

sub-Saharan Africa countries supported

2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Today, PAl I A I

by the Global Financing Facility.

WASHINGTON, DC, USA, February 27,

announced the recipients of the first

round of grants to civil society
organizations (CSOs) and youth-led
organizations (YLOs) that will

contribute to the implementation of
the Global Financing Facility (GFF) Civil

Society and Youth Engagement

Framework. The funding will support

PAI Logo

CSO and YLO efforts to advance the health of women, children, and adolescents.

Through a competitive and transparent process, US$969,678 in grants were awarded to 14 CSOs
and YLOs in eight sub-Saharan Africa countries supported by the GFF - Burkina Faso, Central

We feel empowered being
part of a dynamic and
sustained partnership that
builds on a global
movement to strengthen
ambitious initiatives at the
country and local levels.”
Cécile Thiombiano Yougbaré,
President of ONIDS in Burkina
Faso

African Republic, Chad, Ethiopia, Malawi, Mozambique,
Senegal, and Zambia. This funding, channeled through a
World Bank project, aims to further strengthen CSO and
youth organizations to accelerate health and nutrition
gains for women, children and adolescents.

Many governments around the world have increased their
commitments to strengthening primary health care and
advancing universal health coverage to improve the health
of women, children, and adolescents. However, health
systems in many low and middle-income countries are not
operating optimally to meet the basic health needs of the
communities they serve.


http://www.einpresswire.com

In partnership with civil society leaders across Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean, PAI
supports and collaborates with CSOs and YLOs in GFF partner countries. Building on nearly 60
years of experience, PAl is providing awardees with financial grants, strategic advocacy support,
capacity strengthening, technical assistance and other resources. The goal is to enable a strong
and resilient network of health champions who deeply understand community needs and
opportunities that can deliver better and more equitable access to quality health services for all.

“For nearly six decades, and in partnership with our civil society peers and partners, PAI has
been steadfast in advocating for the health and rights of communities around the world,” said
Nabeeha Kazi Hutchins, President & CEO of PAI. She added, “The investment from the GFF and
this recent round of grant support will enable 14 truly dynamic CSOs and YLOs to better expand,
connect, and fortify a global network of advocates who are working to ensure that essential
healthcare is funded, delivered and sustained for the long-term.”

The role of CSOs and YLOs is crucial in ensuring that country investment cases supported by the
GFF are evidence-based, aligned with country health priorities and reflective of the needs of
women, children, and adolescents, especially in hard-to-reach and excluded communities.

“Supporting civil society and youth-led organizations is vital to ensure health systems respond to
the needs of the women, children and adolescents they serve,” said Luc Laviolette, Head of GFF
Secretariat. “The grants announced today will support civil society to ensure that the most hard-
to-reach communities have a say in shaping health investments to drive equitable health
outcomes.”

With this funding, the selected partner organizations will ensure the inclusion of community
voices and evidence that enables them to strengthen the quality and monitoring of SRMNCAH+N
services, while better engaging with policymakers and relevant GFF stakeholders. Advocates will
also disseminate knowledge products and resources to community members—including youth,
migrants, and women—that explain how civil society, youth networks and coalitions can advance
sexual and reproductive rights and universal access to primary health services through the GFF-
supported multistakeholder country platform.

“Organisation pour de Nouvelles Initiatives en Développement et Santé (ONIDS) is committed to
delivering on smart project goals," said Cécile Thiombiano Yougbaré, President of ONIDS in
Burkina Faso. "We feel empowered being part of a dynamic and sustained partnership that
builds on a global movement to strengthen ambitious initiatives at the country and local levels.”

The support will also help CSOs and YLOs to drive community awareness and demand for
essential health services including across the SRMNCAH+N spectrum, as well as capacity and
coalition building. For example, in Ethiopia, grant partner Fiker Behiwot Children & Youth



Development Association (FBCYDA) is focused on helping migrant youth make informed
decisions about their sexual and reproductive health. FBCYDA project coordinator, Dagem
Assefa, said that the grant will help them expand access to quality SHR information at Hawassa
University and in high schools.

“Existing innovative approaches will be expanded to address domestic migrant youth and
student sexual and reproductive health challenges and ensure sustainability,” said Assefa. “In
addition, [this support will] strengthen organizational sustainability and increase youth capacity
to address various community problems...as a center of youth-led, youth-based, and youth-
focused civil society.”

PAl is currently reviewing applications received for the second round of grants and will notify
awardees by March 30, 2023. A third round of grants will soon be announced through PAI,
partner websites, as well as the Civil Society Coordinating Group (CSCG) and other platforms. The
full list of grant awardees from this first round of grants can be found below and at GFF CSO
Grant Partners.

ABOUT PAI

PAI is a leading civil society advocacy organization dedicated to advancing universal access to
sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR) across the globe. For nearly 60 years, PAl has
served as a credible source of information, a strong ally to in-country partners and an
unrelenting advocate for improved and expanded SRHR at the country, regional and global
levels. PAl works toward its mission by propelling evidence-informed advocacy strategies in the
United States and globally and supporting in-country CSO partners across nearly 40 low- and
middle-income countries to advocate for increased access to sexual and reproductive health
services and expand SRHR for all. To learn more, visit pai.org.

ABOUT THE GFF NGO HOST AT PAl

The CSO Global Financing Facility (GFF) Resource and Engagement Hub is a multiyear initiative to
amplify and support civil society organizations and coalitions to contribute to GFF partner
country outcomes for reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health and
nutrition. Learn more about the GFF PAI collaboration

December 2022 GFF CSO Grant Partners:
https://www.csogffhub.org/gff-cso-grantees/
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