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Throughout my career, I have been a

teacher and administrator over several

districts in Georgia; six to be exact. This

year as the principal of Marvin E. Lewis,

Sr. Elementary, I am constantly looking

for ways to improve the educational

experience for our students. Every

student deserves a quality education,

and as educators, we must provide

them with the tools they need to

succeed in life. As the author of Loving Education: Restoring the heart of education, I outlined

ways to create a school culture that fosters a love of learning, encourages empathy and respect,

and nurtures the social and emotional well-being of our students, but over the years, I have

As principal, I am constantly

committed to working with

our staff, families, and

community to ensure that

our school continuously

improves and provides the

best possible education for

our students.”

Principal Anton Anthony

learned valuable lessons about improving a school

academically, and I want to share them because these keys

to success will universally work regardless of the

educational environment.

1. Emphasize Professional Development 

One of the most important keys to school improvement is

professional development. As educators, we must stay up-

to-date on the latest research and teaching methodologies

to provide the best possible education for our students.

Encouraging teachers to attend conferences, workshops,

and other professional development opportunities can

make a significant difference in the quality of education they provide.
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Using Data to Continuously Improve

Loving Education: Restoring The Heart Of Education

2. Foster a Positive School Culture 

A positive school culture is essential for

student success. When students feel

safe, supported, and valued, they are

more likely to engage in their learning

and succeed academically. As the

principal, it is our responsibility to

foster a positive school culture by

promoting respect, inclusivity, and

positivity among students, staff, and

families.

3. Set High Expectations 

Setting high expectations for students

is crucial for their academic success.

Students will rise to the level of

expectations set for them, and we

must challenge them to reach their full

potential. This means setting high

academic standards but also

encouraging students to be

responsible, respectful, and engaged

members of the school community.

4. Use Data to Inform Instruction 

Data-driven instruction is essential for

improving student outcomes.

Educators must use data to identify

areas where students need additional

support, track student progress, and

make informed decisions about

instructional practices. Using data to

inform instruction, we can ensure that every student gets the individualized support they need

to succeed.

5. Build Strong Partnerships with Families 

Building strong partnerships is essential for student success. When families are involved in their

child's education, students are more likely to attend school regularly, complete homework, and

succeed academically. As the principal, we are responsible for creating opportunities for families

to get involved in the school community and to communicate regularly with them about their

child's progress.



In conclusion, improving a school requires a concerted effort from everyone involved. By

emphasizing professional development, fostering a positive school culture, setting high

expectations, using data to inform instruction, and building solid partnerships with families, we

can create a school that provides every student with the tools they need to succeed. As principal,

I am constantly committed to working with our staff, families, and community to ensure that our

school continuously improves and provides the best possible education for our students.

Throughout my journey in education, I have tested these keys to success, and they are

universally proven to work for any educational environment in leading all school improvement

efforts.
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