
InSphero Accelerates Launch of
Cryopreserved 3D Microtissue Platform with
new Investment Round Led by ZEISS Ventures

Allows streamlining the R&D process for

researchers desiring deeper insights in

human biology by storable, ready-to-use

3D models

ZURICH, SWITZERLAND, March 31,

2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Swiss-

based InSphero, the global market

leader in 3D spheroid and cell-based assays for pharmaceutical drug discovery and safety

testing, has announced the successful completion of a financing round. InSphero secured an

eight-figure sum to advance the development and availability of cryopreserved assay-ready

InSphero has uniquely

positioned itself with its

highly industrialized

platform solution to address

the 3D assay market

opportunity”

Gerrit Schulte, Head of ZEISS

Ventures

plates for 3D spheroid assays, enabling laboratories to

store these plates for rapid access, thereby streamlining

research and drug development processes. ZEISS Ventures

leads the round as a strategic investment closely linked to

ZEISS Research Microscopy Solutions, with participation

from both internal and external investors.

InSphero's comprehensive solutions for preclinical drug

safety and efficacy testing rely on 3D microtissues, which

serve as phenotypic models of the smallest functional

units of tissues or organs. These drug-discovery and

testing platforms integrate scalable 3D technology, ISO quality-controlled 3D human tissue

models, 3D-optimized media, and tailored assay services and support. This allows drug discovery

partners to quickly tap into InSphero's extensive expertise in developing and applying 3D models

for liver toxicology, metabolic diseases, and oncology.

Dr. Jan Lichtenberg, CEO and Co-founder of InSphero, says: “The widespread use of 3D

microtissues following the ratification of the FDA Modernization Act requires efficient,

automation-compatible, and scalable 3D models quickly. Our ground-breaking, cryopreserved

ARCTis 3D Microtissue portfolio offers a storable, always ready-to-use solution to efficient and

insightful compound testing. We are on the way to becoming the biggest 3D microtissue biobank

http://www.einpresswire.com


3D InSight™ Tumor Microtissue

in the world and we are glad to have

the support from an experienced

investor of the caliber of ZEISS

Ventures for this journey.”

“The market for complex 3D in-vitro

models is very attractive and is

experiencing new tailwinds with the

FDA Modernization Act. This Act

elevates alternative methods for drug

development to the same level as

animal testing. InSphero has uniquely

positioned itself with its highly

industrialized platform solution to

address this market opportunity,” says

Gerrit Schulte, Head of ZEISS

Ventures.

“The strategic investment in InSphero

is perfectly aligned with our strategic

initiative – Life Science

Industrialization. We will leverage the ZEISS know-how and establish our technologies as a key

enabler for widely adopted and standardized workflows in applied life sciences and healthcare.

We look forward to intensive collaboration with InSphero to provide customers with end-to-end

workflows,” explains Dr. Michael Albiez, Head of ZEISS Research Microscopy Solutions. 

About InSphero

InSphero is the pioneer of industrial-grade and scalable 3D-cell-based assay solutions and

scaffold-free 3D organ-on-a-chip technology. With its efficient and automation-compatible

technology platform, InSphero empowers researchers in pharmaceutical and biotechnology to

successful decision-making by accurately rebuilding the human physiology in vitro. Its robust and

precisely engineered suite of 3D InSight™ human tissue platforms are used by major

pharmaceutical companies worldwide to increase efficiency in drug discovery and safety testing.

The company specializes in liver toxicology, metabolic diseases (e.g., T1 & T2 diabetes and NAFLD

& NASH liver disease), and oncology (with a focus on immuno-oncology and PDX models). The

scalable Akura™ technology underlying the company’s 3D InSight™ Discovery and Safety

Platforms includes 96 and 384-well plate formats and the Akura™ Flow organ-on-a-chip system

to drive efficient innovation throughout all phases of drug development.

Learn more at www.insphero.com.

http://www.insphero.com


About ZEISS

ZEISS is an internationally leading technology enterprise operating in the fields of optics and

optoelectronics. In the previous fiscal year, the ZEISS Group generated annual revenue totaling

8.8 billion euros in its four segments Semiconductor Manufacturing Technology, Industrial

Quality & Research, Medical Technology and Consumer Markets (status: 30 September 2022).

For its customers, ZEISS develops, produces and distributes highly innovative solutions for

industrial metrology and quality assurance, microscopy solutions for the life sciences and

materials research, and medical technology solutions for diagnostics and treatment in

ophthalmology and microsurgery. The name ZEISS is also synonymous with the world's leading

lithography optics, which are used by the chip industry to manufacture semiconductor

components. There is global demand for trendsetting ZEISS brand products such as eyeglass

lenses, camera lenses and binoculars.

With a portfolio aligned with future growth areas like digitalization, healthcare and Smart

Production and a strong brand, ZEISS is shaping the future of technology and constantly

advancing the world of optics and related fields with its solutions. The company's significant,

sustainable investments in research and development lay the foundation for the success and

continued expansion of ZEISS' technology and market leadership. ZEISS invests 13 percent of its

revenue in research and development – this high level of expenditure has a long tradition at

ZEISS and is also an investment in the future.

With over 38,000 employees, ZEISS is active globally in almost 50 countries with around 30

production sites, 60 sales and service companies and 27 research and development facilities

(status: 30 September 2022). Founded in 1846 in Jena, the company is headquartered in

Oberkochen, Germany. The Carl Zeiss Foundation, one of the largest foundations in Germany

committed to the promotion of science, is the sole owner of the holding company, Carl Zeiss

AG.

Further information at www.zeiss.com 

About ZEISS Research Microscopy Solutions

ZEISS Research Microscopy Solutions is the world's only one-stop manufacturer of light, electron,

X-ray and ion microscope systems and offers solutions for correlative microscopy. The portfolio

comprises products and services for life sciences, materials and industrial research, as well as

education and clinical practice. The unit is headquartered in Jena. Additional production and

development sites are located in Oberkochen and Munich, as well as in Cambourne (UK) and

Dublin (USA). ZEISS Research Microscopy Solutions is part of the Industrial Quality & Research

segment.
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