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National Working Group of Climate Action
Organizations Call on White House Council to
Strengthen Guidance

In response to the Council on
Environmental Quality's January
Guidance, a coalition of climate groups
have issued comments calling for more
direction.

WASHINGTON, DC, USA, April 12,2023
/EINPresswire.com/ -- This week, a
diverse national working group — the
Coalition for Smarter Growth, Elders
Climate Action, Equiticity, Institute for
Transportation and Development
Policy, National Association of City
Transportation Officials, Sierra Club,
Transportation for America, RMI, and
Southern Environmental Law Center —
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The White House CEQ needs to issue stronger
guidance on transport emissions.

called on the White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) to strengthen its guidance
about estimating, reporting, and mitigating greenhouse gases (GHG) and climate change.

The working group argues that, to date, federal
“ transportation agencies have neglected to use their

The Biden Administration
should use the statutory
authority it has to take
action now.”
Michael Replogle, Founder &
Senior Advisor, ITDP

planning authority, project approvals, investments, and
grant-making effectively to make significant contributions
to reduce GHG emissions.

The group also contends that these agencies are making
little progress in restoring healthy environments for

communities that bear inequitable and excessive burdens

from exposure to transport-related pollution, or in helping to promote more efficient community
development patterns to achieve a zero-emission economy.

The submitted comments ask the CEQ to issue Guidance that ensures the requirements of
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State and Local transportation actions

contribute to solving the climate crisis,

while also enhancing the quality-of-life for local communities. In particular, the working group
requests the CEQ to issue Guidance that will:

1) Focus transportation agency decisions on the urgent need to reduce total emissions from the
transport sector to meet GHG reduction targets set by the U.S. “Nationally Determined
Contribution” under the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change;

2) Establish a NEPA framework to ensure that agencies responsible for the design and operation
of the nation’s transportation system develop a coherent strategy for achieving national GHG
reduction targets;

3) Direct the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) together with States that prepare NEPA
reviews of infrastructure investments to consider the impacts that increased highway capacity
has on increasing vehicle miles traveled (VMT) that contributes to the growth in CO2 emissions
from on-road vehicles, and creating vehicle-dependent development that creates barriers to a
net-zero economy; and

4) Provide clear NEPA criteria that recognize the critical role that transportation decisions played
in creating the excessive health burden borne by more than 60 million Americans in frontline
communities near heavily trafficked highways, ports, airports, railyards and intermodal facilities,
and the need for corrective actions to reverse the injustices of the past to enhance and restore a
healthy environment for at-risk communities.

The full comment letter to CEQ provides further examples of these failures and how they could
be addressed through better planning procedures. Download the working group's comments
here.

“New guidance is needed to ensure the federal role in transportation planning, development of
transportation programs, approval of transportation projects, and federal investments in State
and local transportation actions contribute to solving the climate crisis, while also enhancing the
quality of the human environment in communities that bear a disproportionate health burden
from exposure to pollutants from the transport sector,” said working group spokesman, Michael
Replogle, Founder and Senior Advisor to the Institute for Transportation and Development Policy
(ITDP). “The Biden Administration should use the statutory authority it has to take action now.”
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“Federal agencies are failing to account for significant emissions of GHGs and other pollutants
emitted traffic that results from agency actions promoting development that boosts VMT,
increases CO2 and other pollutants, and makes communities dependent on personal vehicles
rather than zero polluting alternative modes of mobility,” said Beth Osborne, Director of
Transportation for America. “Agencies are not properly quantifying and disclosing the health
impacts that pollutants emitted from transportation facilities have on community health or
considering the community health benefits of alternatives that promote zero emission vehicles
or minimize the need for personal vehicles.”

“A growing number of states and regions have improved accounting for accessibility and the
induced travel effects of transportation investments and programs,” said Trip Pollard, Land and
Community Program Leader for the Southern Environmental Law Center. “Examples of this
progress are documented in the working group’s submission to CEQ, and CEQ needs to raise the
bar since many more states and regions are failing to properly account for these critical
impacts.”

Michael Repogle

ITDP

+1 240-475-4786
michael.repogle@itdp.org
Visit us on social media:
Facebook

Twitter

LinkedIn

YouTube

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/627575489

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2023 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


https://www.facebook.com/ITDP.org/
https://twitter.com/ITDP_HQ
https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-transportation-and-development-policy
https://www.youtube.com/@ITDP_HQ
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/627575489
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

