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Catena Zapata Harvest 2022-23

Prepared by Dr. Laura Catena, Head Winemaker

Alejandro Vigil and Viticulturist Luis Reginato

MENDOZA, ARGENTINA, April 20, 2023

/EINPresswire.com/ -- Catena Zapata winery has

released its 2022-2023 harvest report, prepared by

Dr. Laura Catena, Head Winemaker Alejandro Vigil

and Viticulturist Luis Reginato.

The 2023 wines will be among the most age

worthy.  After the October and November 2022

spring frosts which provoked a generalized

reduction in yields, the climate was very dry with

temperatures slightly on the warmer side. Low

yields resulted in a harvest 2 to 4 weeks earlier

than usual.  The wines are quite elegant, with high

natural acidity and low alcohols.  Powerful

minerality and texture are this year’s trademarks.

It will be a vintage to be savored slowly, enjoying

every sip and every glass…in moderation.

Up until the early spring of 2022, the season was cool and mountain snow abundant enough

that we could relax about having enough water.  But then in October the rollercoaster started.

Every rain would be followed by a drying Zonda wind and a sequence of frosts.  We had three

frosts in October and then one in early November that affected all vineyard areas, from

Patagonia in the South to Salta in the North of Argentina.

Although at first it seemed like the harvest would be delayed, the combination of low yields and

slightly warmer temperatures in December and January led to a quickening of the ripening

process. This resulted in most places being harvested between 2 and 4 weeks earlier than

usual.

The effect of the frost was highly variable.  In the Adrianna Vineyard, among the highest altitudes

in Mendoza, thanks to the slope, we had almost no effect from the frost (we did light candles
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several times during the season).

Our Nicasia Vineyard in Altamira was mildly

affected by the frost, with a reduction in yields

which contributed to the power of the wines this

year. Our vineyards that had the most dramatic

reduction in yields were in the southernmost part

of the Uco Valley, in our Angélica Sur Vineyard in

El Cepillo, although the quality also, is

extraordinary.

Flavors: typicity was accentuated this year,

perhaps because of the lower alcohols and

variable yields.  Minerality is quite prominent,

even in some of the lower altitude areas due to

elevated natural malic acid throughout the wines.

The key this year was to get the harvest time

exactly right for each terroir, parcela and variety,

and this, along with the frosts required many

sleepless nights and weekends in the vineyard.

Our efforts were rewarded by extraordinary,

ageworthy wines, and for that we are grateful to

nature.  Salud!

Erica Nonni

Nonni Strategic Marketing
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