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American Business Water Coalition Launched
to Support Water Infrastructure Investment

WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF

COLUMBIA, UNITED STATES, June 14,
2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The
American Business Water Coalition
(ABWCQ), established to address the

critical need for more federal

investment into our nation's water

infrastructure, has officially launched. AM ER I CAN BUSI N Ess
Our wastewater, drinking water and WATER COALITI 0 N
stormwater infrastructure are essential

for the protection of human and

environmental health, and provide for the economic prosperity and the high quality of life we
enjoy. It is estimated that restoring the country’s water system to meet the needs of the
population will cost at least $1 trillion over the next 25 years. Without a dramatic increase in

federal investment, every business in America is at major risk, as illustrated in 2019 when water
service disruptions resulted in a $51 billion economic loss for just 11 water-reliant industries.

ABWC will serve as a platform for participating businesses—and the utilities that serve them— to
urge Congress and the Administration to increase investment in water infrastructure, and foster
relationships between businesses and their local utilities. The coalition’s executive team, led by
Mae Stevens, senior vice president at Banner Public Affairs (Banner) and chair of the Banner
Water Infrastructure Practice, will provide members with the lobbying, public relations, digital,
social and design tools and services needed to advocate for building modern and resilient water
infrastructure in America.

“Every business is dependent on our nation’s water infrastructure, and underinvestment is
costing American businesses every day,” said Stevens. “The federal government currently pays
less than five percent of the investment into our nation’s water infrastructure, leaving the other
95 percent of investment to come from the general public. 83 percent of water utilities in the U.S.
believe that they cannot maintain a state of good repair without external funding. We need
Congress and the Administration to recognize how widespread this situation is and provide
adequate funding for this life-sustaining sector. That is why we have launched ABWC: to provide
our nation’s businesses with a platform to advocate for infrastructure that underpins the entire
economy.”


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.awwa.org/Portals/0/AWWA/Government/BuriedNoLonger.pdf?ver=2013-03-29-125906-653
https://www.uswateralliance.org/sites/uswateralliance.org/files/publications/VOW_Economic%20Paper%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.bannerpublicaffairs.com/team/mae-stevens

Founding members of ABWC include:

1. Jacobs

2. Louisville MSD (member of the advisory council)

3. Seattle Public Utilities (member of the advisory council)

4. Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans (member of the advisory council)

“Investing in water infrastructure in strategic and innovative ways can help us tackle climate
change, lift up communities, protect public health, create jobs and strengthen the economy,”
said Susan Moisio, global water market director of Jacobs, a Fortune 500 company. “Jacobs is
joining ABWC to help raise awareness for and attain the infrastructure funding needed to secure
water for our nation’s future.”

“Louisville MSD is a key provider of three services in one utility - wastewater collection and
treatment, stormwater management, and flood protection,” said Tony Parrott, CEO of Louisville
MSD. “Without these services people cannot live, work, or play in our community. From a
business perspective, economic growth and vitality cannot be achieved sustainably without what
we do. Louisville MSD is excited to participate in the American Business Water Coalition as a way
to bring more voices of advocacy to a dialogue on water infrastructure needs and legislative
support.”

“Seattle Public Utilities serves 1.5 million customers every day, and we believe in fostering
healthy people, environment, and economy,” said Andrew Lee, general manager and CEO of
Seattle Public Utilities. “We support a strong infrastructure system to serve our customers and
the greater public. We look forward to working with the American Business Water Coalition to
elevate much-needed investments in our nation’s water infrastructure. The coalition’s launch is a
positive opportunity for our utility and other water utilities across the country.”

“Sewerage & Water Board of New Orleans (SWBNO) provides our community with drinking
water, stormwater and wastewater services, all of which are critical for the city of New Orleans to
function and prosper,” said Ghassan Korban, executive director of SWBNO. “Adequate federal
funding would make it much easier to provide these services without disruption to the
businesses and people of New Orleans 365 days a year. We are thrilled to join ABWC as a
member of the advisory council to help voice these concerns and raise awareness of water
infrastructure needs.”

Current and future ABWC members will have opportunities to help secure long-term water
infrastructure funding, which, once achieved, would create 800,000 new jobs. To learn more
about the coalition’s offerings and objectives, please visit the website:
https://www.businesswatercoalition.com/
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https://www.businesswatercoalition.com/

About American Business Water Coalition

The American Business Water Coalition is a group of water-reliant businesses—from
manufacturing to energy to tech and beyond. The coalition provides a platform for businesses
across the country to urge Congress and the Administration to increase investment in water
infrastructure, and foster relationships between businesses and their local utilities. Learn more
about the coalition here: https://www.businesswatercoalition.com/

About Banner Public Affairs

Banner Public Affairs executes winning strategies to achieve the unexpected and avoid the
predictable. Our bipartisan team of experienced lobbying, public relations, and digital
professionals provides best-in-class counsel and executes long-term growth strategies with a
short-term hustle, problem-solving mindset. With a track record of victories, Banner is a natural
and sought-after partner for the big moments. Banner is headquartered in Washington, D.C. and
with offices in St. Louis, Denver, Chicago, San Francisco and Los Angeles.

Madeline Kauffman

Banner Public Affairs
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