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ANIMAL ORGANIZATIONS, EQUINE INDUSTRY,
VETERINARIANS URGE GOV. HOCHUL TO INK
ANTI-HORSE-SLAUGHTER LEGISLATION

Legislation is critical and timely as federal lawmakers work on horse protection language and bills

ALBANY, NY, USA, June 14, 2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Albany NY — Today a diverse group of
animal welfare organizations, industry representatives, veterinarians, and individual advocates

issued a letter to New York Gov. Kathy Hochul urging her to
“ sign S2163B/A06109 to ban horse slaughter in New York
into law. The legislation, which passed by a broad margin
in the Assembly and by a vote of 60-1 in the Senate,
prohibits the slaughter of horses, defined as all members
of the equine family, for human or animal consumption.
The bill also bars the sale, transportation, and export of
horses for purposes of slaughter.

Closing New York to the kill
buyers will be a strong step
in ending the transportation
of American equines into
Canada for slaughter and
ensuring that horses in

need will go to responsible L L , : ,
new homes. ™ This historic legislation aligns with New York’s strong

tradition of concern for equine welfare, including the
passage in 2021 of legislation to stop the transport and

Scott Beckstead

sale of retired race horses for slaughter,” said Scott Beckstead, director of campaigns for Animal
Wellness Action, on behalf of the broad range of signers. “Closing New York to the kill buyers will
be a strong step in ending the transportation of American equines from the eastern portion of
the country into Canada for slaughter and ensuring that horses in need will go to permanent,
responsible new homes.”

The letter is signed by animal welfare organizations directly involved in the protection of equines,
as well as The Jockey Club and veterinarians who oppose the slaughter of American equines for
foreign consumption.

As revealed by an investigation earlier this year by Center for a Humane Economy and Animals’
Angels, the U.S. horse slaughter industry has experienced a dramatic decline, dropping from a
high of 350,000 animals slaughtered annually in the 1990's, to a mere roughly 20,000 in 2022.
The investigation also revealed terrible mistreatment of equines destined for slaughter by
disreputable dealers known as “kill buyers,” who gather horses from sale barns, auctions, and kill
pens for export to Canada and Mexico, which sell the meat to foreign countries, including hostile


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://animalwellnessaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/June-2023-Group-Ltr-to-Gov.-Hochul.pdf
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2023/S2163
https://animalwellnessaction.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/Horse-Slaughter-Report.pdf

adversaries like Russia and China. Owing to the special role horses have played in American
history and culture and the view that they are companions, not food, a 2022 poll found strong
opposition among 83 percent of all Americans to the slaughter of horses for human
consumption.

Today, the U.S. House Appropriations Committee included language in the annual agriculture
spending bill to continue the ban on horse slaughter in the United States. Lawmakers are, at the
same time, working on separate legislation to forbid any export of live horses to Canada and
Mexico for slaughter.

Animal Wellness Action (Action) is a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)(4) organization with a mission
of helping animals by promoting legal standards forbidding cruelty. We believe helping animals
helps us all. Twitter: @AWAction_News

Center for a Humane Economy is a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)(3) whose mission is to help
animals by helping forge a more humane economic order.The Center encourages businesses to
honor their social responsibilities in a culture where consumers, investors, and other key
stakeholders abhor cruelty and the degradation of the environment and embrace innovation as
a means of eliminating both. Twitter: @TheHumaneCenter.
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