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Animal Wellness Action and Rep. Gomberg
condemn latest primate death at Oregon

facility

Legislation is critical, given too many fatal

mistakes and lack of accountability

WASHINGTON DC, UNITED STATES,
June 14, 2023 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Animal Wellness Action, as well as the
Center for a Humane Economy, and
the Animal Wellness Foundation joined
with Oregon state Rep. David Gomberg
in condemning the latest primate
death at the Oregon National Primate
Research Center (ONPRC), owned and
operated by Oregon Health and
Science University (OHSU).

“ONPRC continues to make fatal
mistakes. And sadly, here in Oregon,
we make them more frequently than
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The small fine against OHSU Primate Center for
animal-welfare violations has met with scorn from
advocates.

anywhere else,” said Oregon state Rep. David Gomberg (D-Otis). Gomberg introduced legislation,
H.R. 2904, earlier this year to bring more transparency and accountability to the private research
center in Hillsboro. His bill passed the Oregon House overwhelmingly and is scheduled for a vote

in the Oregon Senate.

“The Oregon Health and Science University (OHSU) has announced yet another ‘accidental’ death
of a nonhuman primate at their facility, over a month after it happened,” said Tamara Drake,
Director of Research and Regulatory Policy at Center for a Humane Economy. “The Oregon
National Primate Research Center (ONPRC) at OHSU has the distinction of having the highest
number of Animal Welfare Act (AWA) violations in the National Primate Research Center system.
Documents obtained by a public records request to ONPRC uncovered a systemic pattern of
disgruntled workers and animal abuse and neglect that raises serious questions whether the
facility should be allowed to continue to operate,” said Drake.

“While primate researchers nation-wide are shedding tears over the shortage of primates for
research, ONPRC has been at the center of primate deaths and injury. The national primate
research centers are charged with overseeing and building a ‘supply’ of primates for research,


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/01/19/oregon-primate-research-center-violations-ohsu/

but at ONPRC, they are negligently killing them and
“ regularly violating the Animal Welfare Act”, said Scott
Beckstead, director of campaigns for Animal Wellness
Action and the Center for a Humane Economy. According
to a statement issued by ONPRC, an infant rhesus
macaque was crushed to death by an enclosure door. The
incident follows other egregious violations, including the
2020 deaths of two rhesus macaques that were scalded to
death after being left in their cages and placed in an
industrial cage washing machine.

A systemic pattern of
disgruntled workers, animal
abuse and neglect raise
serious questions whether
the facility should be
allowed to continue to
operate.”

Tamara Drake

Compounding these acts of negligence and cruelty, the studies carried out are largely repetitive
and appear to offer little prospect of advancing critical work to advance human health. Despite
the ever-increasing growth in animal use, there is no corresponding increase in the number of
human medicines making it to the clinic. There is widespread agreement among scientists and
regulatory agencies that animal models are often poor predictors of the human response, with
90 to 95 percent of experimental drugs failing in humans. Yet ONPRC continues to receive
millions of dollars annually for nonhuman primate research. Decades of research for HIV/AIDS
didn't lead to treatments or vaccines. For example: Out of 85 potential AIDS vaccines that were
tested in 197 human trials, only seven reached Phase lll trials, and not one vaccine was
successful after passing muster in chimpanzees.

Animal Wellness Action (Action) is a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)(4) organization with a mission
of helping animals by promoting legal standards forbidding cruelty. We believe helping animals
helps us all. Twitter: @AWAction_News

Center for a Humane Economy is a Washington, D.C.-based 501(c)(3) whose mission is to help
animals by helping forge a more humane economic order. The Center encourages businesses to
honor their social responsibilities in a culture where consumers, investors, and other key
stakeholders abhor cruelty and the degradation of the environment and embrace innovation as
a means of eliminating both. Twitter: @TheHumaneCenter.

Wayne Pacelle Pacelle
Animal Wellness Action
+1 720-255-9831
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/639491737

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors


https://news.ohsu.edu/2023/06/07/ohsu-statement-on-the-accidental-death-of-a-nonhuman-primate
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/01/19/oregon-primate-research-center-violations-ohsu/
https://www.opb.org/article/2023/01/19/oregon-primate-research-center-violations-ohsu/
http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/4157930
https://www.facebook.com/AnimalWellnessAction/
https://twitter.com/AWAction_News
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/639491737

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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