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The story of a US Catholic "peace bishop" and his

commitments to social justice at home and abroad.

MARYKNOLL, NEW YORK, UNITED STATES, July 5, 2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Vietnam,

Afghanistan, Iraq. Racism, discrimination, civil rights. Labor and economic injustice. LGBTQ
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rights. Nuclear weapons and the arms race. El Salvador,

Nicaragua, Haiti. Clergy sexual abuse. In his forty years as

bishop of Detroit, Thomas Gumbleton engaged with crucial

issues facing not only Catholics but all of American society

in some of its most tumultuous decades.

A native of Detroit and child of the Depression, Gumbleton

attributes his world view to two events: the second Vatican

Council (1962-1965) and a visit to Cairo with two fellow

priests. Searching for the place tradition holds that the

Holy Family lived, he recalls “we began to come into a large

area teeming with homeless people . . . living in the streets

all the time, without access to water, food, or any clean

clothing. . . Sooner or later, I knew I would have to act upon

what I had experienced there.”

Named a bishop for Detroit in 1968 by Pope Paul VI, Gumbleton became known as a “peace

bishop,” speaking out against the war in Vietnam and co-founding Pax Christi USA in 1972. The

story of his work in drafting the US Bishops’ 1983 pastoral letter, “The Challenge of Peace: God’s

Promise and Our Response” is an unusually detailed look at how it developed in the context of

both US society, Catholic teaching, and the Vatican of Pope John Paul II. 

Gumbleton also initiated the Bishops’ 1997 pastoral letter, “Always Our Children: A Pastoral

Message to Parents of Homosexual Children and Suggestions for Pastoral Ministers.” He made

humanitarian visits to Iraq; assessing the impact of the sanctions and the subsequent war. 

As Tom Fox, editor/publisher emeritus of the National Catholic Reporter states, “Tom

http://www.einpresswire.com


Gumbleton, I believe, will eventually be known as the most

noteworthy U.S. bishop in modern church history, a

unique member of the Catholic hierarchy who both spoke

and lived the Gospel of universal love and radical

nonviolence. 

Often criticized for the stands he has taken, Gumbleton

has remained even in retirement a man of faith in action.

In his honor, royalties from the sale of No Guilty

Bystander will benefit the Kay Lasante Health Clinic in

Haiti which Gumbleton helped establish.
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