
Waffle Forest: Tackling Arizona's State of
Emergency with 10 Million Trees

Ernest Lerma Founder: Waffle Forest

PHOENIX, AZ, UNITED STATES, August

14, 2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Arizona,

particularly its capital Phoenix, is in the

throes of a severe state of emergency

due to unprecedented heatwaves. With

temperatures consistently crossing the

100-degree mark, the state has

witnessed tragic incidents, such as a

dog succumbing to the intense heat

during a walk in Piestewa Park. The

situation is further exacerbated by

Phoenix's prolonged dry spell, which

lasted a staggering 141 days without

rain. In these trying times, Waffle

Forest, founded by Ernest Lerma,

shines as a beacon of hope.

Ernest Lerma, often referred to as the

"Mexican Tony Stark" for his innovative spirit, said, "Growing up in Arizona, I saw firsthand how it

was considered the least sustainable city in the world. As a minority who experienced

environmental injustice, my goal was to change that narrative."
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Not only has Lerma envisioned a transformative change

for Arizona through Waffle Forest, but he has also

designed his own AI and sensors, akin to a Fitbit, to

meticulously monitor tree health. These technological

advancements make Waffle Forest's mission even more

potent. The organization's ambitious goal is to plant one 10

million trees across Arizona in the next 5+ years. These

aren't ordinary trees; they are deep-rooted varieties,

specifically chosen to thrive in Arizona's challenging

climate. To further this mission, Waffle Forest is actively

setting up nurseries and farming initiatives.

http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.waffleforest.org/
http://www.waffleforest.org/
http://www.ernestlerma.com


Pilot Program

Tree talker pilot program

Lerma's collaboration with Riccardo

Valentini, a prominent figure

associated with the United Nations

Climate Change initiatives and Nobel

Peace Prize circles, amplifies the

initiative's global significance. Their

combined expertise and dedication are

driving forces behind Waffle Forest's

mission to combat the adverse effects

of climate change, especially in

marginalized communities.

The essence of Waffle Forest

transcends mere tree planting. It

addresses the pressing challenges of

climate change and its

disproportionate impact on

disadvantaged communities. The

initiative underscores the social justice

issues intertwined with environmental

challenges. By planting trees, Waffle

Forest aims not only to provide shade

but also to instill hope, especially in

historically marginalized areas like

South Phoenix.

Waffle Forest's endeavors also

resonate as a clarion call to Democrats,

policymakers, and global leaders. In a

world grappling with escalating climate

challenges, initiatives like Waffle Forest

exemplify tangible, impactful

solutions.

In conclusion, as Arizona confronts its

climate emergency, Waffle Forest,

under the visionary leadership of Ernest Lerma, stands tall as a symbol of resilience, innovation,

and hope. Lerma's commitment to planting a billion trees, bolstered by cutting-edge technology

and global collaborations, is a testament to humanity's potential to innovate and overcome even

the most formidable challenges.

Winston Farmsworth

Arizona New Times
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