
First community health workers for dogs to be
trained as part of new initiative to eliminate
rabies
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Communities Against Rabies campaign

will train local health workers, certify

rabies centers of excellence, and build

partnerships for like-minded

organizations.

LONDON, UNITED KINGDOM, August

23, 2023 /EINPresswire.com/ -- A new

initiative that will train and equip the

first dog-health focused workforce for

rabies control as part of a global

grassroots approach to ending the

disease in endemic areas was launched

today. 

Communities Against Rabies is the

world’s first program to connect

community level actions for rabies

elimination, which, until now, was the

“missing link” of rabies control efforts.

The campaign will launch with an initial

focus on three target countries,

including Nepal, South Africa, and Sri

Lanka. 

An estimated 59,000 people die from

rabies infections every year, with more

than 95 per cent of deaths occurring in

Africa and Asia, and overwhelmingly in

poor, rural areas – despite effective

vaccines for dogs having been on the market for decades. However, these vaccines often do not

reach communities that are threatened by rabies.

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.woah.org/en/disease/rabies/
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In response, Communities Against Rabies will

empower individuals, civil society, and communities

to sustainably control rabies in coordination with

local governments through One Health and proven

best practices, while delivering rabies solutions that

are typically out-of-reach for rabies-affected areas of

the world. 

“While there has been significant progress in recent

years, a lack of coordination, reliable data, and

investment has prevented the ‘last mile’ of rabies

elimination, particularly at the local level” said Prof.

Louis Nel, Executive Director of the Global Alliance

for Rabies Control (GARC). 

“The Communities Against Rabies initiative

addresses these historic shortcomings by pioneering

a new global grassroots movement, equipping

rabies-affected communities with the coordination,

expertise, and tools needed to achieve rabies

elimination.”

In particular, the new campaign will recognize and train Dog Health Champions (DHCs) in rabies-

affected communities to become the first dog-health focused workforce for rabies elimination.

DHCs will be trained to educate their communities on dog health and welfare, rabies vaccination,

and surveillance. 

The initiative will also certify Rabies Centers of Excellence (RCEs) around the world, which will

benefit from additional and targeted capacity building, resources, and stimulus financial support

for rabies elimination efforts. 

Individual centers within a geographic area will be connected to partner and collaborate with

other like-minded organizations through the Partners for Community Dog Health (PCDH)

program to ensure effective resource-sharing and coordinated rabies elimination efforts. 

Communities Against Rabies allows for a coordinated approach that unites NGOs and the public

and private sectors, generating much needed momentum in achieving rabies elimination, while

also capable of being applied to address other relevant diseases or challenges affecting dogs in a

community. 

The initiative will not only operationalize the Global Strategic Plan for rabies elimination but will

help drive global efforts toward achieving the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs),

particularly, SDG 3.3, which involves reducing the burden of Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTDs)

https://rabiesalliance.org/resource/united-against-rabies-plan-executive-summary
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal3


including rabies.

Coordinated by the Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC), the leading NGO dedicated to

global rabies elimination through a One Health approach, the program is also supported by

Battersea Dogs and Cats Home and Boehringer Ingelheim.

“Rabies is a neglected tropical disease that affects some of the most marginalized and vulnerable

communities in the world. Animals and people continue to fall victim to the disease even though

the solutions are available and proven,” said Simona Zito, Battersea Grants and Programmes

Manager. 

“Battersea is proud to support this new project, which will empower individuals, civil society and

communities to control rabies through effective best practices and highlight that by approaching

rabies elimination in a collaborative manner, we can create better lives for people and animals

globally.”

The initiative will also ensure partners are equipped with the full range of existing innovations

and technologies needed to deliver effective rabies control in their communities. 

This includes the smartphone-based mHealth tools that help target strategic dog vaccination

campaigns to focus on at-risk communities, as well as other modular “One Health” tools

provided free of charge by GARC, including trackers for rabies cases, bites, and post-exposure

vaccines, among others. 

“Nearly three million people are saved yearly from rabies thanks to preventative measures, yet

canine rabies vaccines are still not reaching many of the communities where the disease

persists,” said Dr. Jerlyn Sponseller, Boehringer Ingelheim’s STOP Rabies Technical Manager. 

“This new initiative will help ensure that the full range of existing tools and technologies to

combat rabies are reaching the hands of communities that need them the most, helping them to

better combat and eliminate the disease on a global scale.”
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About the Global Alliance for Rabies Control (GARC)

Over the past 25 years, the Global Alliance for Rabies Control, an international non-profit,

dedicated itself to saving human and animal lives from rabies. It develops information,

surveillance, and training tools to increase country capacity for rabies control and elimination;

provides training and capacity building to countries; coordinates regional inter-sectoral rabies

networks; and undertakes advocacy, education and communication campaigns (World Rabies

Day, End Rabies Now).  It is a registered 501c3 non-profit organisation based in Manhattan,

Kansas. 

www.rabiesalliance.org  

www.endrabiesnow.org

About Battersea Dogs and Cats Home

Battersea is a registered charity has been helping animals since 1860, being there for every dog

and cat in need of their help. Beyond the vital rehabilitation and rehoming work in the charity’s

UK centres, Battersea helps many more animals through their Global Programmes work,

supporting and collaborating with other rescue organisations across the UK and overseas,

including providing strategic funding to partners. Battersea also provides training support and

welfare advice for pet owners, and campaigns for change to continue to improve the lives of

animals everywhere. Battersea will always be here for every dog and cat, wherever they are, for

as long as they need them. 

https://www.battersea.org.uk/ 

About Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health

Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health is working on first-in-class innovation for the prediction,

prevention, and treatment of diseases in animals. For veterinarians, pet owners, farmers, and

governments in more than 150 countries, we offer a large and innovative portfolio of products

and services to improve the health and well-being of companion animals and livestock. As a

global leader in the animal health industry and as part of family-owned Boehringer Ingelheim,

we take a long-term perspective. The lives of animals and humans are interconnected in deep

and complex ways. We know that when animals are healthy, humans are healthier too. By using

the synergies between our Animal Health and Human Pharma businesses and by delivering

value through innovation, we enhance the health and well-being of both. For more information

visit: https://www.boehringer-ingelheim.com/animal-health 

Matthew Stafford

Marchmont Communications
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/651514481
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