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Al and Copyright Implications for Songwriters
& Musicians

Janice Percy of the Copyright Treasury
explores the implications of mixing music
with Al

BURNLEY, LANCASHIRE, UNITED
KINGDOM, September 18, 2023
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Artificial
Intelligence (Al) has emerged as both a
blessing and a potential legal minefield
for songwriters and musicians. Janice
Percy, of the Copyright Treasury warns
“Al's impact on the music industry is
profound, but it comes with its share of
challenges. | consider Al as a whole as
both phenomenal and terrifying, but
not necessarily in that order.”

The importance of human input

Al's Implications for Songwriters and Musicians

Al technologies have opened up exciting possibilities for artists, making it easier to compose
music, generate lyrics, and even assist in the production process. However, the implications for
copyright ownership are complex and evolving. When Al contributes significantly to the creation
process, who holds the rights to the resulting work?

This question remains largely unanswered, as Al in music is still in its relative infancy. Legal test
cases will be needed to set precedents. In the meantime, it's essential for songwriters and
musicians to take proactive steps to protect ownership rights.

The Pitfalls of Al in Music Creation

The pitfalls associated with Al in music creation are multifaceted. Here are some key challenges:
- Ownership Ambiguity: Al-generated music blurs the lines of authorship. Without clear
regulations, disputes over copyright ownership can arise.
- Plagiarism Risks: Al may inadvertently generate melodies or lyrics that resemble existing
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works, potentially leading to accusations of plagiarism.
- Royalty Distribution: Determining how royalties should be distributed when Al contributes to a
song's creation can be complex and contentious.

Steps to Protect Copyright Ownership

Janice Percy, Founder and Director of the Copyright Treasury, offers valuable advice to
songwriters and musicians looking to safeguard their work in the age of Al:

- Human Input is Key: To reduce the risk of copyright disputes, make sure to add your own
human creativity and input to Al-generated content. This will establish a clear connection
between you as the creator and the work produced.

- Document the Process: Keep meticulous records of your creative process, from the initial idea
to any Al tools or algorithms you use. This documentation can serve as evidence of your creative
involvement.

- Stay Informed: Stay updated on developments in Al and copyright law. As the legal landscape
evolves, being informed will help you make informed decisions.

- Collaborate and Credit: If you collaborate with Al tools or other creators, clearly establish roles
and credits upfront to avoid conflicts down the line.

Protecting your Copyright

In addition to the above measures, registering your musical creations can provide significant
benefits and play a vital role in safeguarding your intellectual property:

Legal Protection: Registering your work establishes an independent record of ownership. In the
event of a dispute, this verified record can be crucial in proving your rights as the creator. Work is
time and date stamped and safely secured. Pertaining information can also be accessed by a
unique login by third parties with your express permission.

Deterrent Effect: Knowing that your work is registered can deter potential infringers from using
your creations without permission, as they are aware of the legal consequences. The Copyright
Treasury authorises and recommends its registrants use their logo on all documents and
associated material(s).

Enforcement Support: In the unfortunate event of copyright infringement, having your work
registered can simplify the process of pursuing legal action and seeking damages.

International Reach: The Copyright Treasury offers a global service, ensuring that your copyright
protection extends internationally, which is crucial in today's interconnected music industry.

In conclusion, while Al presents both opportunities and challenges for songwriters and
musicians, taking proactive steps like adding human input, documenting your creative process,
and registering your work provides an vital layer of protection, offering legal security, deterrence,
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and support in enforcing your rights on a global scale. By combining these strategies, you can
confidently navigate the Al frontier and protect your musical creations in a digital age.
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