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Mr / Madam President,

| like to highlight a flaw in regards to the Sri Lankan Government's proposal to establish another
“Truth Commission.” This proposal is not about restoration and restitution, but has the aim to
delay and divert international attention on seeking justice for war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide committed against the Tamil people.

Over the years Sri Lanka has established over ten Commissions with no results. Establishing
Commissions is Sri Lanka's time-tested tool to deceive the international community.

This time, Sri Lanka is planning to draw comparisons to South Africa's Truth Commission to
justify its current Truth Commission. But there is a major differences between them, namely, in
South Africa the Truth Commission was proposed and managed by the victims. But in Sri Lanka,
the "victors" who have committed mass atrocities against the victims are proposing this
initiative.

Previous “Truth Commissions”, which started in similar ways, have failed because the victims do
not trust the appointed commissioners. Victims who have come forward have been harassed or
worse by various actors for saying anything to these commissioners.

We urge this Council to insist on first getting justice for the victims before even consider a so-
called "truth Commission" proposed by Sri Lanka and Refer Sri Lanka to the International
Criminal Court (ICC).

Thank you Mr / Madam President.
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