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Decoding the Debate: Laminate vs. Hardwood
Flooring Unveiled

As the demand for quality flooring
continues to rise, homeowners and
interior designers are often confronted
with the classic conundrum: laminate or
hardwood

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, UNITED
STATES, October 19, 2023
/EINPresswire.com/ -- As the demand
for quality flooring continues to rise,
homeowners and interior designers
are often confronted with the classic
conundrum: laminate or hardwood?
Brett Harris, president of Builders
Direct Floorworx, sheds light on this
debate, highlighting the unique features, advantages, and challenges of both.

“The choice between laminate and hardwood is not a one-size-fits-all answer. Each comes with

its own charm and set of considerations,” states Harris.
“ With extensive experience in the flooring industry, Harris
provides an unbiased look at the key attributes of both
flooring types.
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Laminate Flooring: The Modern Contender

Laminate flooring has come a long way from its inception
and presents an array of attractive options for today’s
homeowners.

Brett Harris

Advantages of Laminate Flooring:

Durability: “Laminate is particularly resilient to everyday wear and tear, making it an excellent
choice for high-traffic areas or homes with pets,” notes Harris.
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Affordability: For those looking to get a
stylish look without a substantial

financial commitment, laminate can '~

offer a great solution. 'A”
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from wood to stone, grants e
homeowners the freedom to choose a ' '

design that resonates with their
aesthetic. e

Low Maintenance: With its resistance
to stains and ease of cleaning, laminate
remains a favorite among busy homeowners.

Challenges of Laminate Flooring;:

Lifespan Limitations: Typically, laminate floors last between 10 to 20 years, after which
replacement might be necessary.

Refinishing Limitations: Harris points out, “Unlike hardwood, laminate doesn’t offer the option of
refinishing. Once it wears out, a fresh installation is required.”

Authenticity: While laminate can replicate many designs, some homeowners feel it lacks the
genuine touch of natural materials.

Hardwood Flooring: The Evergreen Classic
Hardwood floors have long been associated with luxury, durability, and timeless elegance.

Advantages of Hardwood Flooring:

Longevity: “One of the biggest selling points of hardwood is its longevity. With proper care, these
floors can witness decades, if not centuries, of use,” explains Harris.

Refinishing Capabilities: A unique feature of hardwood is its ability to be sanded down and
refinished, allowing homeowners to rejuvenate or even alter its appearance over time.

Natural Appeal: The intrinsic patterns, grains, and textures of real wood are unparalleled, lending
each plank a distinct personality.

Home Value: A well-maintained hardwood floor can elevate a property's value, as it's often
sought after in real estate markets.



Challenges of Hardwood Flooring:

Price Point: The elegance and durability of hardwood come at a price, often higher than its
laminate counterpart.

Maintenance Needs: Hardwood is sensitive to elements like moisture and can be more
susceptible to dents and scratches.

Environmental Response: As Harris highlights, “Natural wood has a tendency to react to its
environment. In areas with fluctuating humidity, homeowners might notice their hardwood
expanding or contracting.”

In Conclusion

When asked about the ultimate choice between the two, Harris responded, “Both laminate and
hardwood have their merits. It truly boils down to individual preferences, lifestyle, and budgetary
considerations. While laminate offers modern innovations, hardwood provides a classic charm
that's hard to replicate.”

As the debate continues, one thing is certain: both laminate and hardwood offer compelling
choices for those looking to elevate their living spaces. Harris's insights serve as a valuable
resource for homeowners and designers alike, ensuring that flooring decisions are well-informed
and tailored to individual needs.
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