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A Comprehensive Guide to Plantation
Shutters

It is worth considering plantation shutters
when looking to improve the esthetic
appeal and functionality of a home.

BERKSHIRE, UK, November 10, 2023
/EINPresswire.com/ -- Plantation
shutters offer an attractive and
versatile window treatment solution.
They are interior window shutters,
typically made of wood or vinyl, with
horizontal slats that can be tilted and
adjusted to control the amount of light
entering a room. Unlike regular
shutters, plantation shutters are
mounted within the window frame,
allowing the slats to close fully for
privacy or open fully to maximize the views. This guide provides an overview of the many
benefits of plantation shutters, how they differ from standard shutters, factors to consider when
choosing plantation shutters, and the average cost to install plantation shutters at home. For

those in Berkshire, Surrey, Hampshire, Oxfordshire, and
“ Buckinghamshire, the experts at Paradise Shutters offer in-
home consultations and made-to-measure plantation
shutters to suit specific needs.
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Cafe Style Plantation Shutters for Living Room and
Bedrooms for Family Home in Windsor, Berkshire

Plantation shutters offer an
appealing window covering
solution for many
homeowners seeking style,
functionality, and increased
home value.”

Paradise Shutters

What Are Plantation Shutters?

Plantation shutters are interior window treatments
consisting of horizontal slats within a frame. They
originated in the Mediterranean and were later

popularized in the Southern United States, gaining the name “plantation” shutters. Made of
wood, vinyl, or composite materials, the slats are hinged or fixed to allow light and air flow
control.

Unlike regular blinds or curtains, plantation shutters have a solid construction and more
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architectural esthetic. They are
customized to fit windows precisely,
providing insulation and privacy. Tilting
the slats at different angles permits
variable light admission and outward
visibility. Fully closing the slats blocks
light and prevents outsiders from
seeing inside.

Plantation shutters suit many interior
design styles. They come in a range of
materials, colors, and prices.
Hardwoods like basswood and poplar
are attractive but more expensive,
while vinyl and engineered wood
provide lower-cost options. Shutter
panels can be painted or stained to
match a home's trim and decor.

DIY shutter kits are more affordable
but may lack the fit and finish of
custom made ones. For the best
results, it is advisable to purchase high-
quality, purpose-made plantation
shutters from a reputable retailer that
offers design consultation and
installation services.

Plantation shutters are a stylish and
versatile window treatment that
provides privacy, light control, and
energy efficiency. Though more

Bespoke Plantation Shutters For Two South Facing
Apartments In London

Plantation Shutters for Living Room Window and
French Doors of Home in Crowthorne, Berkshire

expensive upfront, they can increase a home's value and last for decades with proper care and
maintenance. For these reasons, plantation shutters remain a popular choice for windows.

The Benefits of Plantation Shutters

Plantation shutters offer homeowners several benefits. They are a stylish and versatile window
covering that can enhance a home's curb appeal while also providing useful functions.

Esthetic Appeal

Plantation shutters complement many architectural styles and interior design themes. Their




clean lines and customizable louvers allow them to blend in or stand out, depending on the
homeowner’s preference. Shutters come in a variety of materials, including wood, composite,
vinyl, and aluminum, providing options at different price points.

Light and Privacy Control

Plantation shutters give homeowners control over the amount of natural light entering a space.
Adjustable louvers can be opened and closed to let in as much or as little light as desired. When
fully closed, the louvers provide complete privacy. The ability to control light and views is
beneficial for bedrooms, bathrooms, home offices, and other areas where privacy or limited light
is preferred at times.

Added Security

The durable and solid construction of plantation shutters deters intruders from entering a
home. When closed and locked, the shutters bar access to windows and protect the home. This
added security is especially useful for ground floor windows or in areas with high crime rates.

Energy Efficiency

Properly installed plantation shutters can help insulate windows and improve a home's energy
efficiency. Closing the shutters during very hot or cold weather helps contain conditioned air
inside the home, reducing heating and cooling costs. The airtight seal and insulation the shutters
provide lead to a more comfortable indoor environment year-round.

In summary, plantation shutters are an attractive and multi-functional choice for windows that
provide esthetic, practical and economic benefits to homeowners. With their versatility, durability
and customizability, it is easy to see why plantation shutters remain a popular window treatment
option.

Potential Drawbacks to Consider

While plantation shutters offer many benefits, there are a few potential drawbacks to consider
before purchasing.

Cost

Plantation shutters are custom made and can be expensive, especially for large windows. The
cost will depend on the type of wood or material used, the size and number of panels needed,
and any additional features. The initial investment may be high, so it will be needed to determine

if the enhanced esthetics and functionality are worth the price for specific needs and budget.

Limited Light Control



Unlike curtains that can be opened and closed, plantation shutters only offer fixed positions for
the louvers. This can make it difficult to control both privacy and the amount of light entering a
room. While tilt rods provide some variability, they may not offer as much flexibility as curtains
or blinds.

Durability Concerns

The durability of plantation shutters depends on the materials used. Vinyl and composite
shutters typically last longer than wood. Wooden shutters require more maintenance to prevent
warping or damage over time. They need to be properly sealed and may fade or scratch more
easily. In high-humidity areas, wood shutters can be prone to mold or mildew growth if not
properly ventilated or maintained.

Difficult to Install

Plantation shutters require precise measuring, cutting, and installation to function and look their
best. This often makes do-it-yourself installation challenging for the average homeowner. It is
best to have plantation shutters installed by professionals to ensure they are fitted and hung
properly. Improper installation can lead to light gaps, uneven louvers, or shutters that do not
open or close correctly.

In summary, while plantation shutters offer an attractive window covering solution, the higher
cost, limited light control, durability concerns, and installation difficulties are factors to consider
based on needs, budget, and skills. Professional guidance can help determine if plantation
shutters are the best choice for a given space.

Are Plantation Shutters Costly?

Plantation shutters can vary in cost depending on several factors. The materials used, size,
customization level, and additional features will all impact the final price.

Hardwoods like mahogany or teak are on the higher end of the range, while pine is more
affordable. Composite materials like PVC or vinyl are a budget-friendly option. Fiberglass
shutters also provide an economical yet durable choice.

The size of the window or door opening will directly determine how much material is required
and therefore, influence cost.

Customization such as divided light panels, cutouts for handles or locks, and multiple blade sizes
will increase the price. Staining or painting the shutters to match a home’s trim or interior also
adds to the cost. Additional features like tilt rods, holds open arms, and concealed hinges
provide functionality but at an extra charge.



Installation fees also add to the final investment. The overall installation cost will depend on the
number of windows and any additional carpentry needed. Some companies offer free
installation with a minimum purchase.

While expensive, many homeowners find that plantation shutters add value and curb appeal to
their property. They also provide privacy, light control, and insulation for many years.

With some shopping around at different shutter companies, it is possible to find lower prices
and incentives like discounts, free consultations, and payment plans to help make the dream of
owning plantation shutters a reality.

Finding the Right Plantation Shutters Company

When choosing a company to supply and install plantation shutters, several factors should be
considered. Look for a business with extensive experience and expertise specifically in plantation
shutters to ensure a high quality product and professional installation.

Experience

Select a company that has been providing plantation shutters for a minimum of five to ten years.
An established business will have the necessary experience to properly measure, design, and
install the shutters and can provide guidance on all available options to suit specific needs. They
will be up-to-date with the latest styles, materials, and innovations in the plantation shutter
industry.

Credentials and Reviews

Check that the company is properly accredited and insured. View online reviews from previous
customers to gage overall quality of product, installation, and customer service. Look for mostly
positive reviews mentioning good value, attractive shutters, and a smooth installation process.
Consultation and Measuring

Choose a company that provides an in-home consultation and precise measurements of the
windows. An exact measurement is critical to achieve an ideal fit and functionality of the
shutters. During the consultation, the company should evaluate specific needs and
requirements to determine the most suitable shutter style, material, and additional options.

Quality and Selection

Look for a company that offers a wide range of premium shutter materials including basswood,
poplar and synthetic options. Higher quality wood and synthetic materials will provide greater



durability, weather-resistance and an attractive appearance. A reputable company will also
provide a comprehensive warranty on materials and workmanship.

Value and Affordability

While cost is a factor, avoid companies offering prices that seem too good to be true. Higher
quality shutters and professional installation will generally cost more. It is helpful to look for a
company able to provide competitive prices for the style and features needed through
experience, product selection, and efficient operations.

Plantation shutters offer an appealing window covering solution for many homeowners seeking
style, functionality, and increased home value. While the initial investment may be higher than
some other options, the long-term benefits of energy efficiency, light control, and timeless
design make plantation shutters a worthwhile consideration for any renovation or new build
project. With the right provider, plantation shutters can be an investment that pays dividends for
years to come in comfort, esthetic appeal, and peace of mind.
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