
Mink Farms Pose Serious, Ongoing Threats to
Public Health and Economy, As Indicated By
Review of Disease Outbreaks
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Animal Welfare Groups Tell Minnesota

DNR About the Mountain of Evidence

About Zoonotic Disease Threats as the

Agency Examines Mink Farm Threats

WASHINGTON DC, UNITED STATES,

November 13, 2023 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- Today, Animal

Wellness Action and the Center for a

Humane Economy said that “the

scientific jury has reached a verdict,

and it is that overcrowded, highly

stressed mink kept on factory farms

are a potential superspreader of avian

influenza, COVID-19, and other

dangerous zoonotic diseases.” The

statement was issued in response to an announcement that the Minnesota Department of

Natural Resources is launching a study on the zoonotic risk posed by mink farms.
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mammalian- (e.g. swine) influenza A strains,” said Jim Keen,

D.V.M. Ph.D., the director of veterinary science for the

Center for a Humane Economy and a former USDA

infectious disease specialist. “This includes the zoonotic

bird flu H5N1 mink mutant strain that infected and caused

the deaths of more than 200,000 farmed mink on six farms

in Spain and Finland in 2022-2023. This bird flu strain has

killed 458 of 873 human cases, a case fatality rate of 53%

that is much higher than any known influenza virus

including the infamous 1918 H1N1 pandemic strain.”  Dr.

Keen, with Tom Pool, D.V.M., MPH, are the authors of a

January 2022 study on the mink farming and COVID-19 connection.
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The mink industry has been in decline for decades, including in Minnesota, and domestic

demand for fur has cratered. Most of the 1.2 million mink pelts produced in 2022 in the United

States will go to China and Russia. 

“Farmed mink are the only non-human species documented to have spilled over COVID-19

variants to humans, but even more ominously, mink are now spreading H5N1 in Europe, with

very dangerous spillover potential to humans,” said Wayne Pacelle, president of Animal Wellness

Action and the Center for a Humane Economy. “The Minnesota DNR should understand that if

we continue to gamble and allow the small, dying mink industry to operate, other variants will

almost certainly emerge and threaten human health and the global economy.”  

The five variants that came from mink farms and spilled over to human beings were Cluster 5 in

Denmark and the Netherlands, Marseille-4 in France, N501T in Michigan, Y453F in Poland, and

unreported mutations in Latvia. When scientists in Denmark, at the time the world’s leading

producer of mink, discovered the zoonotic threat, the government ordered the mass culling of

the nation’s 17 million farmed mink. Some other countries across Europe likewise put an

immediate end to their farmed mink industries.

The official response was different in the United States, where agriculture and public health

officials at the state and federal levels minimized threats and moved to protect the mink industry

rather than taking a proper precautionary approach in an era where we now better understand

the threats that zoonotic diseases to public health, social behavior, and the U.S. economy. 

In the wild, mink are solitary, far-roaming, and semi-aquatic. They are also uniquely susceptible

to viral spread, and packing them in high numbers in cramped, crowded cages creates high

levels of stress and has dangerous potential for pathogens to spread between them and people.

In recent months, Finland has depopulated tens of thousands of mink infected by H5N1.

In the 117th Congress (2021-22), U.S. Representative Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., and Representative

Nancy Mace, R-SC, introduced legislation to ban mink farming because of humane and zoonotic

disease-spread concerns. That legislation passed the House, but was dropped in a House-Senate

conference committee. The lawmakers are soon expected to introduce the legislation again in

this 118th Congress.

“We know more than enough now to make a determination that the mink farming industry is a

high-risk superspreader of zoonotic disease, while contributing almost nothing to our economy,”

said Michael Allen, Minnesota State Director of Animal Wellness Action.  “The Minnesota DNR

should bring in public health experts and come to the inescapable conclusion that this industry

represents an unacceptable threat in our state.”
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