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Amazon Funding Computer Science Education
for 8 Elementary Schools in Bastrop ISD,
Impacting More than 6,195 Students

Bastrop ISD is now part of Amazon Future
Engineer’s expansion to more than a\magon
500,000 elementary students nationwide
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EINPresswire.com/ -- Amazon and Funding from Amazon Future Engineer delivers
Bastrop ISD today announced that professional development and curriculum from
Amazon is funding computer science BootUp PD, a nonprofit professional development
education and teacher professional provider specializing in high-quality computer science
development for 8 elementary schools  concepts, practices, and standards for elementary

in the district, impacting more than teachers and students

6,195 students from underserved
communities and groups currently / B t I S D
underrepresented in tech, as part of its as rOp
Amazon Future Engineer program. W\W MM#& V& our MW%
Bastrop ISD is now part of Amazon

Future Engineer’s target to bring
computer science to 500,000 elementary students by 2025.

Amazon is working with BootUp PD, a nonprofit professional development provider, specializing
in elementary school education, to bring computer science to each school. BootUp PD's typically

in-person PD sessions adapt well to a virtual model and
“ provide teachers with the tools they need to bring
engaging coding lessons to their students both on-screen
and in-person. High-quality computer science education
for elementary school students during their school day is a
critical piece of Amazon's “childhood to career” approach
because it helps bridge equity skill gaps at an age when
students are just beginning to formulate ideas about their
futures.

We have future scientists,
engineers, and inventors in
our classrooms throughout
the District...”
Texas Senator Charles
Schwertner


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.bisdtx.org/
https://www.amazonfutureengineer.com/
http://www.bootuppd.org

“We are excited about the partnership between Bastrop ISD and Amazon to impact both our
teachers and our students,” said Barry Edwards, Superintendent of Schools. “Investing in training
for teachers to help them hone their knowledge, skills and teaching craft is what enables them to
truly make a difference for students. That the professional development is targeted towards
computer science education directly addresses our goal to provide meaningful future career
pathways for our students.”

“Amazon Future Engineer is thrilled to hear how teachers continue to go above and beyond to
reach young students and pique their interest in computer science,” said Victor Reinoso, Global
Director of Amazon'’s philanthropic education initiatives. “We are committed to offering high-
quality curriculum, professional development, and benefits to support educators as they help
their students build life-changing skills that leverage computer science and coding to bring their
dreams to life, no matter what career they choose to pursue.”

“We have future scientists, engineers, and inventors in our classrooms throughout the District,
and | am proud that we have resources like Amazon'’s Future Engineer program to assist them in
reaching their goals!” said Texas Senator Charles Schwertner

"This is the first ongoing national sponsorship focused on implementing equitable, sustainable
computer science education that is available to all students district-wide," said BootUp's Chief
Executive Officer Savita Raj. “We prepare educators and support districts in building long term
programs that provide equitable access to computer science opportunities for all students.
Through this partnership, we will build a community of curious, innovative, thoughtful learners
who are ready to most brilliantly impact our futures.”

Amazon's commitment to Bastrop ISD is part of the company’s ongoing efforts to increase access
to computer science/STEM education across the country, primarily through Amazon Future
Engineer. In addition, Amazon has donated more than $20 million to organizations that promote
computer science/STEM education. Already in Texas, there are more than 550 schools
participating in the Amazon Future Engineer program, and 100 students who have received a
$40,000 Amazon Future Engineer Scholarship and guaranteed Amazon internship in SY 2023.

About Bastrop ISD

Bastrop ISD is one of the largest districts geographically in the State of Texas, at 433 square
miles, and the public school system of choice in the Bastrop area, serving more than 13,000
students in 17 schools. Two additional elementary schools will open in the fall of 2025. The
District also operates three state-licensed, four-star-rated Child Development Centers for
children aged 6 weeks to 4 years old. We maintain high expectations and a complete
commitment to investing time, energy, talents, and expertise towards each child. In Bastrop ISD,
"Their future is our focus!" We offer numerous postsecondary pathways including a P-TECH
Academy in Advanced Manufacturing, a P-TECH Academy in Health Science Technology, and an
Early College High School Program in Education & Training. Students can also explore culinary
arts, visual arts, automotive technology, construction science, Project Lead the Way engineering,



and many other pathways to help them craft their futures. For more information, visit
bisdtx.org.

About Amazon Future Engineer

Amazon Future Engineer is a childhood-to-career computer science education program intended
to inspire and educate millions of students from historically underrepresented communities
globally, including hundreds of thousands of students in the U.S. each year. Students explore
computer science through school curriculum and project-based learning, using code to make
music, program robots, and solve problems. Additionally, each year Amazon Future Engineer
awards 250 students with four-year, $40,000 scholarships and paid internships at Amazon, as
well as names 10 Teacher of the Year winners, awarding $30,000 prize packages for going above
and beyond to inspire students in computer science and to promote diversity and inclusion in
the field. The program is currently available in the U.S., UK, France, Canada, India, and Germany.
For more information, visit amazonfutureengineer.com.

About BootUp Professional Development

BootUp PD is a national 501(c)(3) organization specializing in sustainable, multi-year, district-
wide elementary computer science professional development focused on coding, computational
thinking, creativity and problem-solving. Since 2016, BootUp has worked with more than 1,200
elementary schools in twenty-six states, directly impacting over 800,000 students. Through
ongoing professional development, model teaching, and instructional coach support, BootUp
prepares participants to become confident, innovative educators who engage students with
meaningful, project-based, open-ended, age-appropriate coding activities.

Sponsorship applications are being accepted at: www.afebootup.smapply.org.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/668341449

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
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