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The National Trial Lawyers Announces Re-
Selection of John Comerford as a National Civil
Plaintiff Top 100 Trial Lawyer

The National Trial Lawyers announce that
John Comerford has been re-selected as
an NTL - Civil Plaintiff - Top 100 Trial
Lawyer in the state of New York

BUFFALO, NY, USA, November 17, 2023
/EINPresswire.com/ -- The National
Trial Lawyers is pleased to announce
that John Comerford of Lipsitz,
Ponterio & Comerford, LLC in Buffalo
has been re-selected as an NTL - Civil
Plaintiff - Top 100 Trial Lawyer in the
state of New York after his first year as
an exceptionally respected member.

This honor is given to only the top 100
attorneys for their superior
qualifications, trial results, and
leadership as young criminal defense
and civil plaintiff lawyers. Membership
into The National Trial Lawyers Top 100

provides recognition to these LipSitZ, POIlteI'iO
distinguished attorneys, and provides & Comerford y

essential legal news, information, and
continuing education to trial lawyers Mesothelioma & Catastrophic Injury Attorneys

across the United States.
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John P. Comerford Senior Partner

' _ Lipsitz, Ponterio & Comerford, LLC
The National Trial Lawyers Top 100

would like to thank Mr. Comerford for

their continued and valued membership during such thriving times for this exclusive
organization. The National Trial Lawyers anticipates exceptional growth for Mr. Comerford as an
outstanding trial lawyer and well-respected member of The National Trial Lawyers Top 100.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://lipsitzponterio.com/team/john-p-comerford/
https://lipsitzponterio.com/
https://lipsitzponterio.com/

John P. Comerford is a Senior Partner at
Lipsitz, Ponterio & Comerford, LLC. He
grew up in Lewiston, New York, a small
historic town near the Canadian
border. As a young child, Mr.
Comerford grew up in the shadows of
Love Canal and personally observed
the consequences of environmental
pollution. After graduating from high
school, he attended Cornell University
and studied Environmental Science.
Mr. Comerford devotes the majority of
his time to asbestos personal injury
matters. He has litigated cases
throughout Upstate New York in cities
which include Buffalo, Niagara Falls,
Rochester, Syracuse, Albany and
Binghamton. Over the course of his
career, he has helped hundreds of
people recover financial awards for
injuries. In June 2009, Mr. Comerford
became an accredited attorney for the preparation, presentation and prosecution of claims for
veterans’ benefits before the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).

The National Trial Lawyers - Top 100 Award

In November 2019, John Comerford and Mathew Morton obtained a jury verdict in the amount
of $8 million dollars on behalf of Wayne Meissner, a
“ former civil engineer at Eastman Kodak in Rochester, New
We hope that you will never York‘, for injuries resulting from exposure to asbestos on
be diagnosed with the job. (Index _No.: E2020001359)(https://case-
mesothelioma, lung cancer, Iaw.vlex.com/wd/supreme-cpurt-of—sta'Fe-885430147) From
1970 through 1971, he monitored and inspected a job
involving the spray application of asbestos-containing
fireproofing, performed by Ridge Construction, a
subsidiary of Eastman Kodak. Ridge failed to warn Mr.
the fight." Meissner of the ri;ks of exposure to aspestos anq also.
Lipsitz, Ponterio & Comerford, failed to protgct him from exposure to its Yvork with 'FhIS
11C deadly material. The jury awarded the Meissner family a
total of $8 million for past and future pain and suffering

or suffer a catastrophic
injury, but if you are, contact
us at Lipsitz, Ponterio &
Comerford so we can begin

and loss of services. 80% of the award was attributed to the wrongdoing of Ridge and 20% to
other responsible parties. The jury also found that the conduct of Ridge was reckless.

Unfortunately, even after that jury award, the excess insurance carriers for Ridge Construction,


https://case-law.vlex.com/vid/supreme-court-of-state-885430147
https://case-law.vlex.com/vid/supreme-court-of-state-885430147

Certain Underwriters at Lloyd’s, London, disclaimed coverage, leaving the jury verdict unpaid. In
July of 2022, John Comerford and Anne Joynt obtained a Judgment for Mr. Meissner and his wife
after a bench trial in the amount of almost $5 million against Lloyd’s. (Index #: E2020001359)
(https://lipsitzponterio.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Meissner 442 FINAL-DECISION-
ORDER 7.18.22.pdf) In the Insurance Law 3420 action that plaintiffs brought, the Judge
ultimately found that Lloyd’s was responsible to honor the jury verdict, and could not avail
themselves of any arguments of late notice to the insurance carrier, policy exhaustion, whether
or not Mr. Meissner suffered an “injury in fact” during the policies at issue, and whether the
injury suffered by Mr. Meissner was expected or intended by Ridge Construction. To view the
Supreme Court’s July 2022 decision, you may also click here: (https://lipsitzponterio.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/04/Meissner-v.-Ridge-Constr. -Inc. -2022-N.Y.-Misc.-LEXIS-3106-1.pdf).

In July 2015, John Comerford served as local counsel in a trial in Buffalo, New York, and obtained
a $1.4 million dollar verdict million wrongful death verdict against John Crane Inc. after finding
the Chicago-based manufacturer of asbestos gaskets and packing material responsible for
exposing a U.S. Navy veteran to asbestos prior to his death from mesothelioma, an incurable
asbestos-related cancer. (Erie County case # 801886/2013)
(https://www.law360.com/articles/684564/corrected-john-crane-hit-with-1-4m-verdict-in-
asbestos-death-trial)

In August, 2013, Michael Ponterio and John Comerford obtained a jury verdict in the amount of
$3 million dollars on behalf of a former Ashland Oil employee. (Index No: 12012-1161)
(https://niagarafallsreporter.com/Stories/2013/Aug06/AugbFinal.pdf) The jury in this case
assigned 35% of the responsibility for damages to defendant Crane Co. for causing our client’s
injuries and the remaining percentages of responsibility to other entities, including those
defendants which settled before trial. The jury also found that Crane Co's actions were taken
with reckless disregard for the safety of others.

On November 5, 2004, John Comerford and Michael Ponterio obtained a $3,750,000 jury verdict
against Garlock in Niagara Falls, New York. Mr. Comerford has also assisted homeowners and
commercial property owners in cases directly against insurance companies. After a two week
trial in Buffalo, New York, a jury ordered an insurance company to pay a Niagara Falls hotel
owner nearly a million dollars for wrongly denying his claim based on “arson.” Another Niagara
Falls hotel owner received a large settlement for water damage. (Index No.: 12005/9068)
(https://casetext.com/case/in-re-eighth-judicial-dist-v-amchem-products-inc-89-ny-6-27-2007)

A diagnosis of mesothelioma, lung cancer, or another asbestos-related disease resulting from
exposure to asbestos is life-changing and traumatic. To complicate matters, those responsible
may refuse to accept responsibility. That's where Lipsitz, Ponterio & Comerford can help. When
we take your case, our focus is to build a personal relationship with you by understanding how
this illness has impacted you and your family. We will stay in the fight with you until you receive
justice for your injuries.


https://lipsitzponterio.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Meissner_442_FINAL-DECISION-ORDER_7.18.22.pdf
https://lipsitzponterio.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Meissner_442_FINAL-DECISION-ORDER_7.18.22.pdf
https://lipsitzponterio.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Meissner-v.-Ridge-Constr._-Inc._-2022-N.Y.-Misc.-LEXIS-3106-1.pdf
https://lipsitzponterio.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Meissner-v.-Ridge-Constr._-Inc._-2022-N.Y.-Misc.-LEXIS-3106-1.pdf
https://www.law360.com/articles/684564/corrected-john-crane-hit-with-1-4m-verdict-in-asbestos-death-trial
https://www.law360.com/articles/684564/corrected-john-crane-hit-with-1-4m-verdict-in-asbestos-death-trial
https://niagarafallsreporter.com/Stories/2013/Aug06/Aug6Final.pdf
https://casetext.com/case/in-re-eighth-judicial-dist-v-amchem-products-inc-89-ny-6-27-2007

We hope that you will never be diagnosed with mesothelioma, lung cancer, or suffer a
catastrophic injury, but if you are, contact us at Lipsitz, Ponterio & Comerford so we can begin
the fight.

To learn more about The National Trial Lawyers, please visit:
http://thenationaltriallawyers.org/

To learn more about Lipsitz, Ponterio & Comerford, LLC, please visit:
https://lipsitzponterio.com/
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