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Park University Promotes Melissa Ford to
Chief Advancement Officer

PARKVILLE, MISSOURI, USA, December
1, 2023 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Melissa Ford has been appointed as
the chief advancement officer at Park
University, effective today. Ford takes
over the role from Nathan Marticke,
who left the University for a position at
AdventHealth Kansas City

Foundation.

In her role as CAO, Ford is charged with
developing and executing
comprehensive fundraising strategies
that support the University’'s mission
and goals. She is responsible for
growing the advancement program
through annual giving, alumni
relations, corporate and foundation
relations, capital campaigns, major
gifts, planned giving, stewardship,
advancement services and special
events. Ford will also work with the
University’s Board of Trustees and the
Park University International Center for

Melissa Ford

Music Foundation Board to further
strengthen philanthropic supportin
support of faculty and student
endeavors with an established,
successful advancement team.

“Melissa has demonstrated an
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extraordinary capacity to cultivate donors and think strategically,” said Park University President
Shane Smeed. “Her advancement and campaign experience, particularly in the sciences, has
prepared her to lead our advancement efforts.”

Ford joined Park University in August as its associate vice president for advancement after
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coming from the University of Missouri - Kansas City
“ where she served as director of philanthropic giving for the
School of Science and Engineering since 2021. Ford has
nearly two decades of experience fundraising for Kansas
City nonprofits, including the Kansas City Ballet, Girl Scouts
of NE Kansas and NW Missouri, and United WE. In addition,
Ford served as executive director for the Greater Kansas
City Chapter of the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of
America for more than five years.

Melissa has demonstrated
an extraordinary capacity to
cultivate donors and think
strategically. Her
advancement and campaign
experience...has prepared
her to lead our
advancement efforts.”
Shane Smeed, Park University
President

Ford earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in dance
performance from Oklahoma City University. A committed
community volunteer, Ford serves as a Girl Scouts troop

leader, is a member of the Kansas City Young Matrons and the Kansas City Ballet Guild’s Board of
Directors, serving as its president in 2022-23.

— @ParkUniversity —

Founded in 1875 in Parkville, Mo., a suburb of Kansas City, Park University is a nonprofit, private
institution that is a national leader in higher education. In 2000, Park achieved university status
and currently serves more than 6,600 students at 39 campuses in 21 states and online, including
Parkville, Independence and Kansas City, Mo.; Lenexa, Kan.; Gilbert, Ariz.; Barstow and Victorville,
Calif.; Columbus, Ohio; Austin and El Paso, Texas; and 29 military installations across the country.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/671474700

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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