
Reimagining a Classic: "The Ghost of Charles
Dickens’s Christmas Carol" by Donald “C-Note”
Hooker

Prisoner playwright Donald "C-Note" Hooker of "The

Ghost of Charles Dickens’s Christmas Carol

In 2018, American prisoner Donald "C-

Note" Hooker rewrote Charles Dickens's

Christmas Carol with a modern twist on

the 3 Ghosts, leaving audiences wanting

more.

SILICON VALLEY, CALIFORNIA, UNITED

STATES, December 21, 2023

/EINPresswire.com/ -- As the festive

season approaches, Anna D. Smith Fine

Art and Real Estate Broker is delighted

to spotlight a remarkable theatrical

piece that resonates with the spirit of

Christmas. "The Ghost of Charles

Dickens’s Christmas Carol," created in 2018 by the talented prison artist Donald “C-Note” Hooker,

is a play that reimagines the classic Dickens tale with a contemporary twist. This press release,

timed with the holiday season, aims to shed light on the unique narrative and thematic depth of

C-Note's work, which also honors the journey of Alice Marie Johnson, a symbol of hope and

transformation.

About the Play

In the heart of the holiday season, "The Ghost of Charles Dickens’s Christmas Carol" emerges as

a beacon of introspection and reflection. Set across three distinct environments – an assisted

living home representing the past, a boys' home symbolizing the future, and a transitional home

depicting the present – the play ingeniously uses these settings as metaphors for life's stages

and the journey of introspection and growth. This innovative approach offers a fresh perspective

on the traditional Christmas narrative, inviting audiences to explore the deeper meanings of the

holiday spirit.

Themes and Narrative

From behind prison bars, C-Note weaves a tapestry of themes that echo those of Charles
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Dickens's original masterpiece. The play delves into the complexities of responsibility, the

essence of community, and the potential for personal redemption. These themes are brought to

life through the interactions of characters who, despite their diverse backgrounds and

circumstances, find common ground in their shared human experiences. The play's narrative

structure, mirroring the past, present, and future framework of Dickens's work, serves as a

powerful vehicle for exploring the transformative power of compassion and understanding.

C-Note's Artistic Approach

Donald “C-Note” Hooker's artistic vision is particularly remarkable given his status as a prison

artist. His adaptation of the ghost metaphor is not through spectral apparitions but through the

lived experiences of his characters, set in modern, relatable environments. This creative decision

not only brings a new depth to the classic story but also makes it relevant and accessible to a

contemporary audience. C-Note's ability to transcend the physical limitations of his incarceration

and create a work of such emotional and thematic depth is a testament to his skill and creativity

as a playwright.

Impact and Relevance

As we gather to celebrate the season of giving and togetherness, "The Ghost of Charles Dickens’s

Christmas Carol" stands as a poignant reminder of the enduring power of empathy and

community. The play's relevance during the holiday season is undeniable, offering a message

that aligns perfectly with the core values of Christmas. It encourages us to look beyond our

immediate surroundings and to embrace the broader human experience, a message that is

especially poignant in today's world.

In-Depth Look at the Characters

**Tafuga, Eddie, and Jesus (Transitional and Boys Home)** 

These characters are central to the storyline set in the woods, where they face the challenge of

cutting down Christmas trees after being let down by their peers. Tafuga emerges as a natural

leader, urging the others to take on the responsibility despite the increased workload. Eddie and

Jesus represent the spectrum of youth, from reluctance and self-centeredness to the eventual

realization of the importance of contributing to the greater good. Their development throughout

the scene reflects the potential for personal growth and the impact of positive leadership.

**Marco, Miguel, and Pedro (Assisted Living Home)** 

In the assisted living home, these characters provide a poignant reflection on life, loss, and the

passage of time. The death of a fellow resident prompts them to consider their own lives and

relationships. Pedro, in particular, offers a complex portrayal of grief and remembrance,

highlighting the play's themes of introspection and the human desire for connection and

legacy.



**Kwame, Michael, and Huan (Transitional Home)** 

Their storyline focuses on the consequences of not meeting obligations and the internal conflicts

that arise from failure and disappointment. Kwame's denial and defensiveness, Michael's

frustration and self-doubt, and Huan's youthful perspective add layers to the narrative,

showcasing the diverse ways individuals cope with setbacks and the importance of support and

understanding in overcoming adversity.

**The Ensemble's Role** 

As the characters come together to decorate the Christmas tree in the final scene, they

symbolize the broader theme of community and unity. This act of coming together, despite their

individual struggles and differences, reflects the play's overarching message of hope,

redemption, and the spirit of the holiday season.

Character Dynamics and Their Contribution

The interactions between these characters are crucial in driving the narrative forward and

exploring the play's themes. The dialogue and dynamics reveal their personalities, backgrounds,

and motivations, making them relatable and engaging to the audience. As they navigate their

challenges and relationships, the characters embody the broader human experience, with all its

complexities and contradictions.

The way these characters evolve and influence each other also mirrors the journey of Ebenezer

Scrooge in the original Dickens tale. Just as Scrooge is transformed by his encounters with the

ghosts of Christmas Past, Present, and Yet to Come, the characters in C-Note's play are changed

by their experiences and interactions, highlighting the potential for redemption and the impact

of empathy and understanding.

Conclusion

The characters in "The Ghost of Charles Dickens’s Christmas Carol" are more than just figures in

a play; they are representations of the diverse facets of the human condition. Through their

stories, struggles, and growth, they bring to life the themes of responsibility, community, and

redemption. As we reflect on their journeys, we are reminded of the power of compassion, the

importance of connection, and the enduring spirit of the holiday season.

Closing Remarks

This Christmas, we invite you to immerse yourself in the world of Donald “C-Note” Hooker's "The

Ghost of Charles Dickens’s Christmas Carol." It is a play that not only entertains but also inspires

and provokes thought, reminding us of the power of storytelling in fostering understanding and

compassion, a groundbreaking contemporary take on a classic Christmas tale in English

literature. Experience the story's transformation through the eyes of a modern visionary. Read

the full play now at Mprisondpoetz:



The Ghost of Charles Dickens’s Christmas Carol | Mprisondpoetz

https://mprisondpoetz.wordpress.com/2018/07/18/the-ghost-of-charles-dickenss-christmas-

carol/

Don't miss this unique reinterpretation that bridges the past with the present, offering new

insights and reflections on timeless themes."

ABOUT DONALD "C-NOTE" HOOKER

Donald "C-Note" Hooker is a poet, playwright, performing artist, award winning visual artist, and

is known as the King of Prison Hip Hop. His works have either been exhibited, performed,

recited, or sold, from Alcatraz to Berlin. In 2017, Google Search listed him in their search results,

as both America's, and the world's most prolific prisoner-artist.

ABOUT ALICE MARIE JOHNSON 

Alice Marie Johnson, after serving 21 years of a life sentence for her involvement in a cocaine

trafficking organization, was granted clemency in 2018 by President Donald Trump, following

advocacy efforts led by Kim Kardashian. While in prison she became a prison reform facilitator

and playwright. Her full pardon in 2020, a day after her speech at the Republican National

Convention, marked a pivotal moment in her journey as a criminal justice reform advocate.

ABOUT ANNA D. SMITH FINE ART AND REAL ESTATE BROKER

Anna D. Smith Fine Art and Real Estate Broker, located in Silicon Valley, operates under the

trademarked motto “Fine Art needs a Home and a Home needs Fine Art®.” This, along with their

perfect “TIIN” (Trademark, Independence, Inventory, Network) encapsulates their vision. Their

firm is a prominent art advisory and brokerage entity specializing in contemporary Underground

art. Additionally, it offers real estate services related to buying and selling commercial or

residential properties in Silicon Valley. As the publisher of the 2023 Underground Art Market

Report, Anna D. Smith has built a reputation as the “Queen of the Underground Art World” and

has developed the firm into a renowned art and real estate brokerage known for its expertise,

professionalism, and dedication to client satisfaction. Their website also features a blog where

Anna D. Smith shares her insights into the worlds of Real Estate and Underground contemporary

art, covering topics like luxury real estate, the art market, NFTs, and more. Furthermore, Smith

has curated art exhibitions and sell over 200 prints or originals of California prison artist Donald

“C-Note” Hooker’s rare Fine Art.
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