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Heartstrings Awards Announced Recognizing
the Most Meaningful in 2023 Chicago Theatre

Goodman, Chicago Shakespeare,
Marriott, Paramount, Metropolis, Citadel

, and Steel Beam among theatres \
honored as the most meaningful of the , \
year ' HEARTSTRINGS \.

' AWARDS '
CHICAGQO, IL, UNITED STATES, ~2023~

December 28, 2023 / \ Colebating the Mot Mesningtal ‘ /
EINPresswire.com/ -- Theatre in iwChicaza Fheatre

Chicago has thrived in 2023. The stages \ RIKK] Lee Trawoka ’
around the city, big and small, have wow. LifeandTimes. blz

been blessed with brilliant actors \ ’

bringing to life the text of gifted
playwrights under the direction of the

City's best creative visionaries. 2023 Heartstrings Awards honor most meaningful in

Chicago theatre and performing arts.
The Heartstrings Awards serve to

acknowledge the most meaningful
performances and productions of the year. They are bestowed by Life and Times, under the
direction of chief theatre critic Rikki Lee Travolta.

The performance categories are highlighted by wins for Erica Stephan in “Cabaret” at Porchlight
Music Theatre (Leading Performing in a Female Role in a Musical), Kyle Patrick in Kokandy
Productions’ “American Psycho” (Leading Performer in a Male Role in a Musical), Rebecca Spence
in Court Theatre’s “The Lion in Winter” (Leading Performer in a Female Role in a Play), and Julian
Hester in “Witch” presented by The Artstic Home (Leading Performer in a Male Role in a Play).

Awards for the most meaningful overall productions include Marriott Theatre’s “Beautiful: The
Carole King Musical” (Most Meaningful Musical), Factory Theater’s “The Kelly Girls” (Most
Meaningful Play), TimeLine Theatre’s “Boulevard of Bold Dreams” (Most Meaningful World
Premiere), and “Frankenstein” by The Black Box Theatre at McHenry County College (Most
Meaningful Student/Community Production).

Creative and technical staff awards include Des McAnuff for Goodman Theatre's “The Who's


http://www.einpresswire.com

Tommy” (Direction, Large Venue, Musical), Lauren
Berman for 4 Charis Theatre's “Ride the Cyclone”
(Direction, Medium Venue, Musical), and Matthew
Silar for Citadel Theatre's “She Loves Me”
(Direction, Small Venue, Musical). Non-musical
direction highlights include Barbara Gaines for
“The Comedy of Errors” at Chicago Shakespeare
Theater (Direction, Large Venue, Play), Braden
Abraham for “Eurydice” at Writers Theatre
(Direction, Medium Venue, Play), and Sean
Hargadon for “D.O.A.” at Steel Beam Theatre
(Direction, Small Venue, Play).

In total, the 2023 Heartstrings Awards field
includes 57 category wins, as well as a Lifetime
Achievement Award for Madeline Franklin and a
special honor for the late actor and director
Richard Pahl.

Life and Times chief theatre critic Rikki Lee
Travolta announces winners of the 2023
Heartstrings Awards highlighting the most
meaningful in Chicago theatre.

Breakdown of awards by theatre:

Winners by theater company: 4 Chairs Theatre (1),
Annoyance Theatre (1), Babes with Blades (1),
Chicago Shakespeare Theater (1), Citadel Theatre
(3), Court Theatre (1), Drury Lane (2), Edge of the Wood (1), Elgin Theatre Company (1), Goodman
Theatre (3), iambe theatre ensemble (1), Invictus Theatre Company (1), Jim Henson
Company/iTheatrics (1), Kokandy Productions (2), Marriott Theatre (3), Mercury Theater (2),
Metropolis Performing Arts Centre (4), Music Theater Works (2), Northlight Theatre (2),
Paramount Theatre/Copley Theatre (4), Porchlight Music Theatre (1), Redtwist Theatre (2), Skokie
Theatre/MadKap Productions (2), Steel Beam Theatre (1) The Artistic Home (2), The Black Box
Theatre at McHenry County College (1), The Factory Theater(4), The Second City (1), Theatre Wit
(1), TimeLine Theatre (2), and Writers Theatre (3).

The full list of winners and a personal explanation behind the reason for their win from Travolta
is available at: https://wp.me/P9uGNg-1m0
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/677398285

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,
Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
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