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Buffalo Biodiesel Suffers Four Thefts of Qil in
Rochester, NY on December 22, 2023

Thieves Break Locks, Steal Thousands of
Dollars Worth of Oil in Rochester, NY

KENMORE, NEW YORK, UNITED STATES,
January 5, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Buffalo Biodiesel, a renewable energy
company operating throughout the
Northeast, announced that on or about
December 22nd, 2023, employees

a7
COOKING OIL THEFTS INCREASING
encountered four thefts across the BUFFALO BUSINES‘S SE»E'ING RISE IN THEFTS

Rochester, NY area.

7NEWS | BUFFALO |

The increase of thefts involving oil has become
widespread across the US and locally in the
Northeast.

*+ Overtime Bar and Grill: locks were
broken and 50% of oil stolen from a
175-gallon vat.

*+ Great Wall: locks were broken and 50% of oil stolen from a 350-gallon vat.

+ New Chinatown: locks were broken and 80% of oil stolen from a 350-gallon vat.

* Ricci's Family Restaurant: locks were broken and 1-% of oil was stolen from a 350-gallon vat.

In all theft incidents (incident numbers 23-020496, 23-224460, and 23-070508), individuals broke
a lock and then are believes to have utilized a drum pump to remove used oil from the vats.
Buffalo Biodiesel is working with the Rochester Police Department and Monroe County Sheriff’s
Department for all incidents.

Buffalo Biodiesel operates across 12 states in the Northeast. Over the past several years, theft of
oil from the company has become a rampant problem. In 2022, theft of oil amounted to lost
revenue of over $15 million. This includes an average of 268 thefts per month across 3,000+
locations. Losses in 2023 are estimated at $20-25 million. However, it isn't just Buffalo Biodiesel
losing money, it's also restaurants who are not getting the extra income for selling their used

oil.

"Getting robbed is not fair,” said Buffalo Biodiesel President and CEO Sumit Majumdar. “Our
customers are hard-working business owners - a majority of them small business - who rely on
every cent possible to be successful.”


http://www.einpresswire.com

While the theft of cooking oil might seem strange to some, taking these materials to resell means
big bucks to others.

“They’ll aggregate that oil and sell it through a broker, so that way, it's kind of washed. And it'll go
off to a refinery, and they’re making a lot of money. Imagine a person in a van making $400,000 a
year in cash - tax-free - all for cooking oil.” Majumdar said.

The U.S. Attorney’s Office is aware of how rampant a problem this is nationally.

“Legitimate businesses, known renderers, collect used cooking oil from restaurants in exchange
of compensation and sell it to refineries so that it can be processed and recycled,” wrote the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in 2019. “The rendering industry estimates that there is an annual loss of
approximately $45-75 million dollars from the theft of used cooking oil.”

Buffalo Biodiesel has attempted to work with local, state and federal agencies to address this
issue for years.

“Customers who have fallen victim to these thefts say that thieves are getting bolder, taking oil
during regular business hours,” said Majumdar. “Part of the problem is lack of accountability
even when apprehended by law enforcement. They're getting a slap on the wrist. That, coupled
with a lack of motivation to address the thefts by many police departments and District
Attorney’s Offices, are why it's expanding, that's why it's ballooning.”

Additional Information Contact:
Sumit Majumdar (716) 253-4467

Additional Resources on Theft Occurrences:
Buffalo Biodiesel on Twitter (@buffbiodisel)

Articles Regarding BioDiesel Thefts:
* https://finance.yahoo.com/news/cooking-oil-thefts-rise-6-091625701.html
* https://www.justice.gov/usao-ednc/pr/twenty-one-individuals-indicted-charges-conspiracy-

commit-interstate-transportation

* https://www.wnep.com/article/news/local/lackawanna-county/biodiesel-company-explains-
cooking-oil-thefts/523-f975ba91-c71e-4682-a41a-f571d1fd1960

« https://www.news10.com/news/crime/used-cooking-oil-thefts-on-the-rise-in-the-capital-
region/

* https://www.democratandchronicle.com/story/news/2023/05/02/cooking-oil-thefts-on-the-rise-
6-arrested-in-rochester-ny-region/70147423007/

* https://northpennnow.com/police-seek-leads-in-theft-of-gallons-of-used-cooking-oil-from-
sellersv-p6462-119.htm
* https://www.timesunion.com/hudsonvalley/news/article/3-NYC-men-charged-in-botched-
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* https://myfox8.com/news/why-is-used-cooking-grease-stolen-from-restaurants/amp/

« https://lawandcrime.com/crime/former-all-my-children-actor-faces-felony-charge-for-allegedly-
stealing-used-cooking-oil/

* https://www.pahomepage.com/news/i-team/two-arrested-in-cooking-oil-theft-investigation/
* https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/crime/grease-thievery-on-rise-in-buffalo/71-7e5e9ca2-

b42d-49c3-aal11-2a8ab778b7c0

* https://cbs6albany.com/news/local/new-york-businesses-losing-thousands-looking-for-
solutions-after-constant-oil-theft-cooking-restaurants

* https://www.businessinsider.in/retail/news/cooking-oil-prices-are-surging-so-much-that-
thieves-are-stealing-used-oil-from-dumpsters-and-selling-it-for-1500-a-
day/articleshow/87808577.cms
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/678603654
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try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
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