
New Report: Plastic Contributes More
Emissions Than Aviation Industry

A new report from CleanHub shows that

plastic produces more greenhouse gasses

than the Aviation and Shipping

industries.

BERLIN, GERMANY, January 24, 2024

/EINPresswire.com/ -- A new report

from plastic waste prevention startup

CleanHub analyzes how plastic and the

industry around it directly contributes

to climate change - finding that it

produces more greenhouse gasses

than the Aviation and Shipping industries.

Here are the key findings:

- Plastics contribute 3.4% (1.8 billion tonnes) of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions every year

The recent data highlight a

crucial fact: plastic pollution

is a bigger problem than

many realize and the

solution lies in taking

action.”

Joel Tasche

- more than either the Aviation (1.9%) and Shipping (1.7%)

industries

- 93% of plastics are made with fossil fuels - 14% of all

extracted oil goes towards it

- 60% of plastic emissions come from its production, 29%

from distribution, 11% from disposal

- Of the 353 million tonnes of plastic thrown away every

year, only 9% (31,770,000) is recycled

Plastic kills millions of seabirds and marine mammals

every year

Using industry research, the report highlights the emissions released through plastic production,

distribution, and disposal as well as the toxic impact it’s having on wildlife and the environment.

With news of microplastics being found in almost everything from food to Antarctic sea ice, the

need to understand plastic’s overall contribution to climate and ecosystem change has never

been more urgent.

A key finding is that plastics contribute 1.8 billion tonnes of greenhouse gasses according to the

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.cleanhub.com/


OECD - 3.4% of overall emissions. This is much more than industries that are notorious for their

emissions such as Aviation (1.9%) and Shipping (1.7%), highlighting that more must be done to

lower plastic emissions at each stage of its production, use, and recycling.

From its start, plastic uses huge amounts of fossil fuels with one in seven barrels of all oil (14%)

going towards its manufacturing. Oil production has increased by an estimated 40% since 1990,

leading to a huge 629 million tonnes of oil used annually to produce plastic - a number that

increases every year. As it currently stands, 93% of plastics are made with fossil fuels, and only

6% from recycled plastics. The remaining 1% are bio-based.

This production process is where the majority - three-fifths (60%) - of plastic’s emissions come

from. According to global data, most plastic manufacturing comes from China – where almost a

third (32%) of all plastic is made - then North America (Canada, Mexico, and the US combined)

creates 18% of the total, with Europe making up another 15%.

The distribution stage of plastic - accounting for packaging, logistics and transport - is another

huge contributor, accounting for 29% of the overall emissions. Packaging is responsible for the

most plastic emissions (40%), and is a cyclical issue as plastic products inadvertently lead to

more packaging produced.

Plastic disposal accounts for 11% of its overall emissions, especially as only 9% of plastic globally

is recycled. In the USA, this drops to a tiny 4% - of the remaining plastic, 73% is sent to a landfill

(estimated at 27 million tonnes per year), 19% is incinerated (which is also incredibly polluting),

and a further 4% is mismanaged or uncollected.

The huge amounts of plastic sent to landfills degrade over centuries and release toxic chemicals

as they do such as ethylene, and methane - which is at least 84 times worse for the climate than

CO2 over a 20-year period. As much of it is dumped or mismanaged, an estimated 22 million

tonnes filters into major water bodies and terrestrial environments. 

The microplastics from these cycle into rain clouds and disperse thousands of miles away from

where they started, as well as being breathed in regularly by humans and animals alike.

Microplastics in clouds also cause more extreme weather events, such as delayed and then

heavier rainfall.

Plastic’s impact on animals is also devastating - it kills over a million seabirds, and 100,000

marine mammals every year, as well as negatively affecting around 700 species. Studies estimate

that 90% of all seabirds and 52% of sea turtles have ingested plastic, and its ongoing

contribution to climate change means over a million species are at risk.

Please see the full report here.

Joel Tasche, Founder and Co-CEO at CleanHub, had this to say on the findings:

https://blog.cleanhub.com/how-plastic-pollution-impacts-climate-change


"The recent data highlight a crucial fact: plastic pollution is a bigger problem than many realize

and the solution lies in taking action. At CleanHub, we're focused on practical steps to manage

waste better and increase recycling. 

But this isn't a journey we can take alone. We need the commitment of businesses, communities,

and governments alike. By working together and prioritizing real action over talk, we can truly

start to turn the tide on plastic pollution.”

CleanHub have included 5 ways that plastic pollution can be stopped from contributing to

climate change further:

1. Reduce Personal Plastic Consumption - as the average person throws away 221 kg of plastic a

year, it’s vital that consumers cut their plastic consumption through sustainable practices. 

2. Create A Circular Economy - build a system in which products and their parts are reused as

much as possible.

3. Clean Up Existing Plastic Pollution - as 78 million tonnes of plastic is mismanaged every year,

CleanHub's work with businesses is essential to reducing this figure.

4. Recycle Plastic Waste - as only 9% of the 353 million tonnes of global plastic waste is recycled

annually, it’s hugely important that we increase this figure to stop plastic having more impact on

climate change.

5. Find Greener Ways To Deal With Non-Recyclable Waste - better ways of recycling plastic must

be used, such as co-processing - a method that CleanHub uses that burns plastic at extremely

high temperatures to remove toxic elements for it to then be used towards cement production.

About CleanHub:

CleanHub is a global startup that uses technology to prevent plastic from reaching the sea by

implementing waste recovery where there currently is none. Partnering with hundreds of

brands, CleanHub uses funds to collect ocean-bound plastic from vulnerable communities, using

its trash-tracking technology to provide real-time evidence of collection.
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try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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