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188 Years Ago, Alamo Commander William B.
Travis Could Have Surrendered - Hood
County Celebrates His Courage April 21

"The spirit of the Alamo letter has been
carried by all generations of Texas fighting
men to every battlefield. The letter will
now

be in every courthouse. "

ROCKWALL, TEXAS, ROCKWALL,
February 22, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
The Alamo Letter Society is honored to
announce Judge Ron Massingill as their
County Chair for Hood County, Texas.
Judge Massingill was nominated for this
position by his Texas State Senator
Brian Birdwell.

The dedication of the Hood County
Alamo Letter Plaque will take place on
the Battle of San Jacinto weekend,
Saturday April 20, 2024 at the Court
House in Granbury, Texas, 30 miles
southwest of Ft Worth.

Hood County Judge Ron Massingill is the new Alamo
Letter Chair

On Veterans Day 2023, the Alamo Letter Society launched with the following Mission Statement:
“To educate current and future Texans about their forefathers' armed struggle for Freedom and
Liberty through the placement of a large bronze plaque containing Col. William Barrett Travis's
Alamo "Victory or Death" letter, in all 254 Texas Courthouses.”

2024 marks 188 years since General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna started marching his army to
Texas from Mexico. Three Mexican states, including Texas, were in rebellion. The General soon
learned that Texans who value liberty and freedom would defend their family, their land, their
property, and their sacred honor, with their lives.

Ron Massingill, the current County Judge for Hood County, was first elected in 2018. “Judge


http://www.einpresswire.com
http://www.co.hood.tx.us

Massingill is a proven leader of men and women,” said
Senator Brian Birdwell. “We are confident he can
shepherd this project to success, culminated with a
historic dedication at the Hood County Courthouse in
Granbury on San Jacinto weekend April 21, 2024" Judge
Massingill, a graduate of The University of Dallas and the
Southern Methodist University Law school, served six
years in the Army Reserves, 26th JAG out of Ft Worth.

He and his wife Brenda have been married 34 years.

The Alamo letter was written on February 24, 1836, and
heroically dispatched through the Mexican Army to
General Sam Houston by Captain Albert Martin. Only 220
words long, many Texans and other Freedom-loving
people around the world hold it in the same high esteem
as the U.S. Constitution and the Magna Carta. The Alamo
Letter Society is dedicated to the two leading Tejanos of
the Texas Revolution, Jose Antonio Navarro and Juan
Seguin.

LETTER FROM THE ALAMO.

COMMANDANCY OF THE ALAMO-
BEXAR, FEBY. 24 TH 1836-
TO THE PEOPLE OF TEXAS & ALL AMERICANS IN THE WORLD--

FELLOW CITIZENS & COMPATRIOTS

I AM BESIEGED, BY A THOUSAND OR MORE OF THE MEXICANS
AND SANTA ANNA- I HAVE SUSTAINED A CONTINUAL BOMBARDMENT
& CANNONADE FOR 24 HOURS & HAVE NOT LOST A MAN-THE ENEMY
HAS DEMANDED A SURRENDER AT DISCRETION, OTHERWISE, THE
GARRISON ARE TO BE PUT TO THE SWORD, IF THE FORT IS TAKEN-
I HAVE ANSWERED THE DEMAND WITH A CANNON SHOT, & OUR FLAG
STILLWAVES PROUDLY FROM THE WALLS- I SHALL NEVER SURRENDER

OR RETREAT THEN, I CALL ON YOU IN THE NAME OF LIBERTY, OF

PATRIOTISM & EVERYTHING DEAR TO THE AMERICAN CHARACTER TO
COME TO OUR AID, WITH ALL DISPATCH - THE ENEMY IS RE-
CEIVING REINFORCEMENTS DAILY AND WILL NO DOUBT INCREASE
TO THREE OR FOUR THOUSAND IN FOUR OR FIVE DAYS.

IF THIS CALL IS NEGLECTED, I AM DETERMINED TO SUSTAIN MY-
SELF AS LONG AS POSSIBLE & DIE LIKE A SOLDIER WHO NEVER
FORGETS WHAT IS DUE TO HIS OWN HONOR &THAT OF HIS
COUNTRY- VICTORY OR DEATH

—_— WILLIAM BARRET TRAVIS
LT. COL. COMDT
P.S. THE LORD IS ON OUR SIDE- WHEN THE ENEMY APPEARED IN
SIGHT WE HAD NOT THREE BUSHELS OF CORN- WE HAVE SINCE
FOUND IN DESERTED HOUSES 80 OR 90 BUSHELS & GOT INTO THE
WALLS 20 OR 30 HEAD OF BEEVES-
TRAVIS

ALAMO LETTER SOCIETY CO-CHAIRS: LEE WILLIAM MCNUTT III, ROSSER COKE NEWTON SR.
HOOD COUNTY: COUNTY JUDGE RON MASSINGILL & STATE SENATOR BRIAN BIRDWELL

The Col William Travis Victory or
Death Letter for the Hood County

Sylvia Navarro Tillotson, the direct descendent of Jose
Courthouse

Antonio Navarro, said “José Navarro, a signer of the Texas

Declaration of Independence, helped create the 1836

and 1845 Constitutions of Texas. He was a Texas patriot, passionate about independence,
opportunity, and the rights of all Texans.”

The originator of this idea is 13-year-old Texas school girl,
“ Slone McNutt, who was studying Texas history at the
Hockaday School of Dallas. In January of 2023, she visited
the Alamo with her family. They were looking at the
historic 220-word William Barrett Travis's "Victory or
Death" letter on a bronze plaque on the lawn in front of
the Alamo chapel. 7th-grade daughter Slone said to her
father, Lee William “Bill” McNutt, "Daddy, why aren't these
plagues with the famous letter all over Texas?” Her
question was the reason for the start of this effort. An idea
and an organization were born.

| have spoken to
descendants of Jose Antonio
Navarro and Juan Sequin.
Their forefathers
understood you could be
both a loyal Texan and yet
proud of their Mexican
heritage. ”
Slone McNutt, Hockaday
School, Co Founder Alamo

Letter Society McNutt recruited his longtime University Park neighbor

and fellow Vanderbilt University graduate, Rosser Newton,

Sr., and US Army SGM (Retired) John Vick from Rockwall, who currently serves as the District
Director for Texas Senator Bob Hall, to aid in the birth of the organization.


http://alamoletter.com

“The Alamo Letter might be as valuable to Texans
today as it was to Sam Houston and his army in 1836.
“said Alamo Letter Chairman Bill McNutt, a graduate
of SMU. “Ron and | have been friends for 25 years. If
anyone can do a terrific and well attended dedication,
it is Judge Massingill. “

The Alamo Letter Society is recruiting a single
Chairperson in each County to serve as a third co-
chair with Rosser Newton and Bill McNutt. Each
County Chair will work with the local County Judge
and County Commissioners to secure a site for the
plaque either inside the Courthouse or on the
Courthouse grounds. Each County Chair will organize,
plan, and accomplish a historic dedication ceremony
involving local schools, bands, military bases, the
Daughters and Sons of the Republic of Texas, and
more. Self-nominations for County Chairs are
welcome. Please call 214-537-9311 for more
information.

The National Logo of the Alamo Letter
Society. Dedicated to putting a plaque
with the Col Travis letter in each Texas

_ , _ Courthouse.
The following Counties have already announced their

dedication dates:

- Ellis County Dedication, Friday Feb 23, 2024, 3pm, Courthouse in Waxahachie.

- Rockwall County Dedication will be on the 188th anniversary of the writing of the letter, Feb. 24,
2024, 10am at the New Courthouse in Rockwall.

- Van Zandt County Dedication, late March 2024, at the Courthouse in Canton.

- Nueces County, last week in March 29, 2024 at the Courthouse in Corpus Christi

"The spirit of the Alamo letter has been carried by the generations of Texas fighting men to every
battlefield, “ said Slone McNutt the originator of the idea and Hockaday school student in Dallas.
“1 have spoken to several descendants of Jose Antonio Navarro and Juan Sequin and they are
grateful our organization honors their forefathers who understood you could be both a loyal
Texan and yet proud of their Mexican heritage. “

ALAMO LETTER SOCIETY

The Alamo Letter Society exists to educate school children, new Texans and future generations,
of their forefathers' fight for Liberty, and Freedom, through the placement of a large 110 pound
bronze plaque containing the Alamo letter at each of the 254 courthouses in the Lone Star State.
www.alamoletter.com

THE END.
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Bill McNutt

Alamo Letter Society
+1 214-537-9311
McNuttLW@gmail.com
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