
Florida State Parks Foundation partners with
Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation to
provide accessible pool lift

A pool lift at William J. 'Billy Joe' Rish Recreation Area,

provided through a grant from the Christopher &

Dana Reeve Foundation.

Grant of more than $15,000 will support

pool-users at William J. 'Billy Joe' Rish

Recreation Area

PORT SAINT JOE, FLORIDA, UNITED

STATES, January 29, 2024

/EINPresswire.com/ -- The Florida State

Parks Foundation and the Christopher

& Dana Reeve Foundation today

celebrated the purchase and

installation of an accessible pool lift for

use in this Olympic-sized swimming

pool at William J. “Billy Joe” Rish

Recreation Area in Port Saint Joe.

The pool lift, which is the latest in a

broad effort to update Rish Recreation

Area after its reopening in 2022, were secured through a grant of more than $15,000 from the

Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation.

Rish Recreation Area is designated for people with disabilities, their families and their caregivers.

The 100-acre park provides access to the beachfront along the Gulf of Mexico, recreational

opportunities in the St. Joseph Bay, a swimming pool and nature trail.

“Supporting access for all is one of the Foundation’s core values, and Rish Recreation Area is an

amazing place that allows people of all abilities to experience Florida’s natural wonders,” said

Julia Gill Woodward, CEO of the Florida State Parks Foundation. “We are grateful to the

Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation for their generous contribution, which will allow people

who use mobility devices to more easily enter and exit the beautiful pool at Rish Recreation

Area.”

The Florida State Parks Foundation has recently collaborated with community partners for

several accessibility projects in state parks, including:

http://www.einpresswire.com


·      The first ever accessible glass-bottom boat at Silver Springs State Park.

·      An accessible river tour boat at Edward Ball Wakulla Springs State Park.

·      An accessible fishing pier at Oscar Scherer State Park.

·      Beach wheelchairs made available at every coastal state park.

“We are proud of the work we have done to enhance accessibility in our state parks. We

constantly look for projects that will allow everyone to enjoy the beaches, trails, springs, tours

and other experiences,” said Kathleen Brennan, board president of the Florida State Parks

Foundation. “Rish Recreation Area is unique among Florida’s state parks, and it is an honor to

support its mission.”

The Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation was founded in 1982 and is dedicated to curing

spinal cord injury by advancing innovative research and improving the quality of life for

individuals and families impacted by paralysis.

The Florida State Parks Foundation, founded in 1993 as Friends of Florida State Parks and

renamed in 2018, is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation whose mission is to support and help

sustain the Florida Park Service, its 175 award-winning parks and trails, local Friends groups and

more than 20,000 park volunteers.

It does this through programs that preserve and protect state parks, educate visitors about the

value of state parks, encourage community engagement and active use of state parks, and

advocacy. The volunteer Board of Directors represents private and public sectors as well as local

and statewide interests. This project was completed through the Florida State Parks Foundation

Services LLC, which is a limited liability company affiliate of the Foundation.
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+1 8505598914

email us here

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/684687936

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/4481653
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/684687936
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines


© 1995-2024 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.


