
(Video) In Honor of Integrity: Remembering
Lieutenant Colonel Leo McCloskey’s Legacy

In Colonel Wesley Martin’s piece in Townhall,

“Honoring Those Whose Conscience Overtook Their

Ambition,” we’re offered a sobering reflection on the

life and the moral high ground of Lieutenant Colonel

Leo McCloskey.

After U.S. Army arrived, the MeK

developed a very cordial relationship with

it. And they were granted Protected

Person Status under the 4th Geneva

Convention.

PARIS, FARANCE, February 7, 2024

/EINPresswire.com/ -- The National

Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI)

Foreign Affairs Committee in an article

published that in Colonel (Retired)

Wesley Martin’s piece in Townhall,

“Honoring Those Whose Conscience

Overtook Their Ambition,” we’re

offered a sobering reflection on the life

and the moral high ground of

Lieutenant Colonel Leo McCloskey.

Through Leo’s journey, we’re confronted with the realities of his code of conduct and steadfast

advocacy.

The Iraqi agents left Ashraf

not with dissidents in their

custody, but with a

thorough understanding

that if Iraqis or Iranians tried

to hurt the residents, Leo

would turn his soldiers

loose on them.”

NCRI

On March 24, 2012, during a conference in Paris, Leo spoke

about his relationship with Ashraf residents, stating, “Mrs.

Maryam Rajavi, distinguished guests, ladies and

gentlemen; I’m not a professional speaker so I won’t

probably be as good as everybody else here.  But I want to

say one thing, that I am a citizen of Ashraf.  I know your

children.  I know your brothers and your sisters, your

fathers and mothers.  Let us stand for them today.”

In March 2013, during a meeting in the US House of

Representatives, Leo remarked, “Since handing over

responsibility for the protection of the people of Ashraf to

the government of Iraq in January 2009, I have not had a restful night’s sleep, much like the

residents of Ashraf and Liberty. We granted the people of Ashraf protected persons status. The
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On March 24, 2012, during a conference in Paris, Leo

spoke about his relationship with Ashraf residents,

stating, “Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, distinguished guests,

ladies and gentlemen; I’m not a professional speaker.

But I want to say that I am a citizen of Ashraf.

Leo’s time in Ashraf, and his interactions with the

residents profoundly impacted his life. He confided

that witnessing the deadly attacks on defenseless

residents by Iraqi forces deeply troubled his

conscience, leading to restless nights after leaving

Ashraf.

protection we provided to them as the

US forces entered Iraq was

unconditional. Despite the assurances

and memorandums of understanding

by the Iraqi government to continue

protecting the people of Ashraf, they

have failed to do so. Iraqi soldiers and

rocket attacks have claimed the lives of

Ashraf and Liberty residents. I eagerly

await the day when I can once again

break bread with my friends from

Ashraf in a secure environment. I will

not rest comfortably in bed at night

until I see these people safe again.”

Lt. Col. McCloskey’s life story, as

recounted by Colonel Martin, illustrates

the power of individual conscience in

the face of adversity. From his service

in the United States Army to his pivotal

role at Camp Ashraf where members of

the People’s Mojahedin of Iran

(PMOI/MEK) were besieged by the

agents of the Islamic Revolutionary

Guard Quds Force, Leo’s commitment

to justice shines through.

Colonel Martin’s narrative highlights

Leo’s resilience amidst political betrayal

and institutional failures. Leo’s efforts

to protect the residents of Ashraf serve

as a testament to the enduring values

of compassion and solidarity,

exemplifying his commitment to duty both as a soldier and as a citizen.

In Leo’s memory, we’re reminded of the transformative potential of moral conviction. Through

Colonel Martin’s words, we’re invited to reflect on the enduring legacy of courage and integrity.

True success is not determined by having attained a position of authority or influence.  True

success is determined in positive accomplishments and the legacy that remains after that person

has moved on.

On January 26th, when Lieutenant Colonel Leo McCloskey died due to complications from
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In Leo’s memory, we’re reminded of the

transformative potential of moral conviction. Through

Colonel Martin’s words, he said "we’re invited to

reflect on the enduring  and of integrity.True success

is not determined by having a position of authority or

influence.

Lieutenant Colonel Leo McCloskey has now passed

from our ranks. Not only among the Iranians

determined to have democracy in their country, but

also through the people Leo saved as an EMT and

firefighter.His memories also will be remained

permanent for Ashrafs.

pneumonia, he concluded his work in a

legacy of accomplishments that will

benefit many people for generations to

come.

Upon graduating from Northeast

Missouri State University in 1972, Leo

was commissioned as a second

lieutenant in the United States Army.

Active-duty assignments took Leo and

his wife Sarah first to Fort Leonard

Wood, Missouri, then on to Heidelberg,

Germany. 

His departure from active duty did not

end his service to America. Leo

transferred into the National Guard

and continued to advance through the

ranks until his retirement in 1998. In

civilian life, he served as an Emergency

Medical Technician (EMT) and a

firefighter.

When his country was attacked on 9-

11, Leo was determined to ride to the

sound of the guns and answer the

battle cry of freedom. His request for

returning to active duty was answered

in 2006. As he had done all his life, Leo

once again put himself at risk for the

safety, security, and welfare of others.

No group of people know this better

than the Iranian dissidents from Camp

Ashraf, Iraq. In 2008, Leo was assigned

to be the base commander. For five

years, 3,000 members of the Mujahedin-e Khalq (MeK) had been trapped at Ashraf since the fall

of the Iraqi government. Being the primary dissident organization to Saddam’s arch enemy, Iran,

they had been allowed to have a military presence in Iraq. Their fight was strictly with the

religious extremists in Tehran.

When the U.S. Army arrived, the MeK developed a very cordial relationship with it. In return, they

were granted Protected Person Status under the 4th Geneva Convention. Unfortunately, despite



in-country American military and State Department presence, the Iraqi government came under

the control of Iranian loyalist Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki.

While the U.S. State Department was attempting to appease Iran and Iraq in every way possible,

the U.S. military was pushing back. Warrior ethics mandate that agreements and pledges forged

in combat are like swords made of steel, not to be bent nor cast aside.

While serving as Ashraf commander, one day Leo received word from the main gate that Iraqi

agents had shown up with a list of fifty resistance leaders. They were demanding Ashraf leaders

to be turned over to them. 

The intent of the Iraqi agents was to immediately turn the leaders over to the Iranian

government for imprisonment, torture, and execution. This act would also have decimated the

structure of the dissident organization inside Ashraf.

Leo arrived at the gate, took possession of the list, and ordered his military police soldiers to

remove the Iraqi agents from Camp Ashraf. The Iraqi agents failed in taking custody of the

resistance leaders. By keeping the list in his custody, Leo had possession of critical intelligence.

Iran had exposed the names of the people they feared the most. Some of the people identified

on the list were not inside Ashraf. That revealed an Iranian intelligence failure. 

The Iraqi agents left Ashraf not with dissidents in their custody, but with a thorough

understanding that if Iraqis or Iranians tried to hurt the residents, Leo would turn his soldiers

loose on them. Leo’s message echoed all the way back to Baghdad and Tehran. Compared to

American warriors, both Iraqi and Iranian military forces have never been more than third-rate

amateurs.

Against warnings from the U.S. military, in 2009 State Department turned the security of the

Ashraf residents over to the Iraqi government. Leo had long since completed his tour of duty at

Ashraf when the murderous attacks of 2009, 2011, and 2013 were launched by the Iraqi army,

embedded with Iranian agents.

From stateside, Leo dedicated himself to getting the Ashraf residents to safety. Warrior ethics

and his own deep level of integrity prevented him from remaining silent. 

Not giving up the fight for the lives of the people he vowed to defend, Leo engaged members of

the U.S. Congress and European Parliament. He wrote newspaper articles and participated in

letters sent to senior members of numerous governments and the United Nations. Leo spoke at

numerous events in the United States and Europe and played an important role in exposing

Tehran’s demonization campaign against the MeK.

His time in Ashraf, Iraq, and his interactions with the residents profoundly impacted his life. He



confided that witnessing the deadly attacks on defenseless residents by Iraqi forces deeply

troubled his conscience, leading to restless nights after leaving Ashraf.

He felt that the State Department had betrayed the residents by going back on its promise to

protect them after they had surrendered their weapons, which had been their means of self-

defense.

The combined pressure of dignitaries from around the world, armed with information provided

by Leo and many others, resulted in the U.S. Government teaming with the United Nations to

transfer the residents completely out of Iraq and to safety in Albania. When Leo traveled to

Albania to visit with the residents at their new Ashraf in 2019, he was recognized as their hero.

Lieutenant Colonel Leo McCloskey has now passed from our ranks. Not only among the Iranians

determined to have democracy in their country, but also through the people Leo saved as an

EMT and firefighter, the soldiers he led, the people he influenced, and his family in which mutual

love was shared, Leo achieved true success. His positive accomplishments and legacy are

permanent.
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