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Philadelphia Teen Found MONOPOLY
Misleading, Creating New Game to Challenge

Paycheck To Billionaire departs markedly R =
from Monopoly's approach. Rather than =
pursuing monopolies, players focus on
progressively upgrading individual stores.
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PHILADELPHIA, PA, UNITED STATES,
February 21, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ = * VENTUE®
- In the landscape of board games, e
where Monopoly has long stood as the
benchmark for financial strategy
games, a new contender is set to
redefine what it means to learn about
economics, business, and strategy
through play. Jimmy Zhang, a teenager
from Philadelphia, has created
"Paycheck To Billionaire," a game that
not only challenges the traditional
concepts popularized by Monopoly but
also aims to provide a more accurate
representation of financial literacy and
entrepreneurial success in the 21st
century.

Jimmy Zhang, the creator of Paycheck to Billionaire

Rethinking Monopoly's Principles

“ For five years, Zhang was an avid Monopoly player, but he
grew increasingly perplexed by its simplistic portrayal of
economic success through monopolization. His curiosity
about the true nature of business success led him to
question the foundational principles of Monopoly. This
inquiry was further fueled by observations of successful

The real success comes

from strategy and

competition, not monopoly.”
Jimmy Zhang

companies like McDonald's, which thrived without monopolizing their markets.

A visit to Herr's Potato Chip factory provided Zhang with clarity: significant ventures can originate
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from modest beginnings. Inspired by
the success stories of Coca-Cola,
Starbucks, Popeyes, and Walt Disney,
Zhang recognized that the concept of
monopoly as a route to success was
outdated, a relic of the early 20th
century when Monopoly was created.
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Navigate Real-life Financial Challenges

In 2023, following the publication of his
first game, MapGoMap, and his
nomination as YOUNG INNOVATOR OF
THE YEAR by People of Play, Zhang
decided to create a board game that
accurately reflects contemporary
business dynamics, with the help of
Venture Catcher, a local game studio in
Philadelphia. "Paycheck To Billionaire"
was conceived to tell a different
story—one where success is achievable
for anyone, regardless of their starting
point.

Paycheck to Billionaire's upgrade chess pieces
"Paycheck To Billionaire" diverges

significantly from Monopoly's model.

Instead of beginning with a substantial sum of money and the aim to acquire property
monopolies, players start with paychecks and savings. They must navigate real-life financial
challenges, such as managing daily expenses and making strategic investments in various
ventures, from food trucks to tech startups.

The game emphasizes the importance of quality control, product innovation, and cost
management, showcasing how a small business can grow into a significant venture. It introduces
complex strategic elements, such as managing recurring expenses (baby, pet, medical bills) and
leveraging modern business tactics (crowdfunding, product launches, influencer reviews) to
achieve success.

Empowering Players with Choice and Strategy

"Paycheck To Billionaire" introduces strategic elements that give players more control over their
fate, contrasting with Monopoly’s reliance on chance. The game allows players to decide when
and how to use cards. Another notable innovations in this game is the STOP sign piece, allowing
players to attract other players to their ventures, mirroring real-world marketing strategies,
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simulating real-life business tactics to attract and retain customers, such as holiday sales and
special events.

Venture Catcher Studio
www.VentureCatcher.com

Mill Hunter

Venture Catcher Studio
Game@VentureCatcher.com
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