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Historical Homes: Preserving Charm with
Modern Window and Door Upgrades

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, UNITED
STATES, February 28, 2024
/EINPresswire.com/ --

In the heart of New Orleans, where
history breathes through the
architecture, preserving the charm of
historical homes while ensuring they
meet modern standards of comfort,
efficiency, and safety presents a unique
challenge. Robert Jacques, owner of
America's Best Choice, a renowned
window and door company based in
New Orleans, sheds light on how
homeowners can navigate the
complexities of upgrading windows
and doors in historical properties.

Balancing Historical Integrity with Modern Needs

“ One of the primary concerns when upgrading windows
and doors in historical homes is maintaining the
architectural integrity that gives these properties their
unique character. According to Jacques, it is crucial to
approach each project with a deep respect for the original
design elements. "The goal is to enhance, not overshadow,
the historical aesthetics with modern upgrades," Jacques
explains. This delicate balance involves selecting products
that mimic the style and period of the home while
providing the benefits of contemporary window and door
technologies.

Customization allows
homeowners to preserve
the historical essence of a
home while integrating
modern features like
improved energy efficiency,
sound insulation, and
enhanced security.”

Robert Jacques

The Role of Custom Solutions

Given the unique dimensions and styles of windows and doors in historical homes, custom
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solutions often become necessary.

Jacques emphasizes the importance of
custom fabrication to ensure that new
windows and doors fit seamlessly into

existing openings without ﬂme’r’ic a{S‘ *

compromising the structure's integrity.
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Energy Efficiency and Historical
Homes

One of the most significant advantages of modern window and door upgrades is improved
energy efficiency. Older homes are often drafty, with original windows and doors allowing heat
to escape during the winter and enter during the summer, leading to higher energy bills and
decreased comfort. Jacques highlights how modern advancements can combat these issues.
"Today's energy-efficient windows and doors can significantly reduce energy consumption,
utilizing technologies such as double or triple glazing, low-E coatings, and inert gas fills," he
notes. These technologies not only reduce the home's carbon footprint but also maintain indoor
temperature consistency without detracting from the home's historical appearance.

Enhancing Security While Preserving Style

Security is another critical aspect of modernizing windows and doors in historical homes. Older
locking mechanisms and materials often do not meet today's security standards. Jacques
discusses how modern windows and doors can enhance a home's security without
compromising its historical aesthetic. "Incorporating advanced locking systems, impact-resistant
glass, and stronger frame materials increases security while custom design options ensure these
features blend into the home's historical context," Jacques states.

Navigating Regulatory Challenges

Upgrading windows and doors in historical homes often involves navigating a complex
landscape of local and national preservation guidelines. Jacques advises homeowners to work
closely with experts familiar with these regulations. "Understanding and adhering to historical
preservation standards is critical to ensuring that upgrades are compliant and respectful of the
home's heritage," Jacques remarks. Collaboration with preservationists and regulatory bodies
early in the planning process can facilitate a smoother upgrade experience, ensuring that
modern enhancements are both legally compliant and aesthetically in tune with the home's



historical character.
The Importance of Professional Expertise

Embarking on window and door upgrades in historical homes is not a task for the inexperienced.
Jacques underscores the importance of engaging with professionals who specialize in historical
renovations. "Expertise in both modern window and door technologies and historical
architecture is essential for navigating the unique challenges presented by these projects," he
asserts. Professional installers can provide valuable insights into selecting the right products,
customizing solutions, and executing installations that respect the home's historical integrity
while delivering modern performance benefits.

Conclusion

Upgrading windows and doors in historical homes requires a careful blend of reverence for the
past and an embrace of the future. Through customization, attention to detail, and a
commitment to preserving architectural integrity, modern window and door technologies can
enhance the comfort, efficiency, and security of historical homes without compromising their
unique charm. Robert Jacques and the team at America's Best Choice stand at the forefront of
this meticulous process, offering expertise and solutions that honor the rich architectural
heritage of New Orleans while welcoming the advancements of the modern age.
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