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(Video) International Women's Day
Conference in Paris Tackles Iranian Tyranny
and Terrorism Through Female Leadership

Mrs. Judy Sgro, said, "The urgent need for AT
a democratic Iran, highlighting the
aspirations of young Iranian women for
freedom and pride in their country.”

PARIS, FARANCE, March 8, 2024
/EINPresswire.com/ -- The National
Council of Resistance of Iran-(NCRI)
Foreign Affairs Committee in an article
stated that an influential conference
convened in Paris to commemorate
International Women's Day. Attended
by numerous global leaders,
lawmakers, and human rights

y.

advocates, the event served as a An influential conference convened in Paris to
platform for sharing profound insights =~ commemorate International Women'’s Day. Attended
on the pivotal role of gender equality by numerous global leaders, and human rights

and emancipation in the ongoing advocates, the event served as a pivotal role of
struggle against tyranny within Iran. gender equality in the ongoing struggle against

tyranny within Iran.
Furthermore, participants shed light on
the broader impact of these efforts,
addressing the pervasive influence of Islamic extremism propagated by Tehran. The conference
brought together a diverse array of perspectives, emphasizing the collective commitment to
advancing women'’s rights and combating oppressive forces on both national and global scales.

In her address, Mrs. Maryam Rajavi, President-elect of the National Council of Resistance of Iran
(NCRI), emphasized the indispensable role of women in political leadership and the liberation of
Iran from the oppressive regime.

She articulated that active and equal participation of women in political leadership is not only
essential for democracy but also pivotal for the emancipation of men. She underscored that
defeating the Velayat-e Fagih regime hinges significantly on the pioneering efforts of women.


http://www.einpresswire.com
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Against the backdrop of global conflicts
and humanitarian crises, Mrs. Rajavi
highlighted the plight of innocent
women and children who often bear
the brunt of such turmoil. She
attributed much of the chaos and
bloodshed in Iran and the wider region
to the Iranian regime, labeling it as the
“head of the snake.”

Drawing from history, Mrs. Rajavi
acknowledged the pivotal role of

women in the post-1979 revolution era,

particularly within progressive forces
and the People’'s Mojahedin
Organization of Iran (PMOI/MEK). She
commemorated the sacrifices made by
countless women who fought against
the reactionary forces, enduring
torture and execution at the hands of
the ruling mullahs.

The part|C|pants shed light on the broader |mpact of
these efforts, addressing the pervasive influence of
Islamic extremism propagated by Tehran.The
conference brought a diverse array of perspectives,
emphasizing the collective commitment to advancing
women'’s rights.

Mrs. Rajavi cited the significant presence of women within the PMOI, with numerous women

holding top leadership positions over the decades. She also emphasized the substantial
representation of women within the NCRI, with 56 percent

“ of its members being women. She lauded the bravery of

In her address, Mrs.
Maryam Rajavi, President-

Iranian women who have been at the forefront of uprisings
and resistance movements against the clerical regime,

elect of the (NCRI), showcasing their pivotal role in shaping Iran’s future.

emphasized the
indispensable role of
women in political
leadership and the
liberation of Iran from the
oppressive clerical regime.”

In her closing remarks, Mrs. Rajavi expressed unwavering
faith in the ability of women and men who rebel against
the oppressive ideology of the regime to pave the path to
freedom and equality. She envisioned a world where every
woman is recognized as an individual with the right to

NCRI choose and control her own destiny, free from
objectification and oppression.

Former French Minister of National Education, Higher Education, and Research, Najat Vallaud-
Belkacem, expressed admiration for the unwavering courage of Iranian women who have
endured decades of repression under the current regime.
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She said, “The resistance that is that of
Iranian women, their absolutely heroic
courage, the sacrifices, the staggering
resilience over these four decades of
oppression by a religious dictatorship
operating under the guise of Islam, all
this seems so exorbitant, so
extraordinary to me that | almost have
a feeling of illegitimacy in addressing
them, in glorifying them, in applauding
them.”

Mrs. Vallaud-Belkacem highlighted the
atrocities committed by the regime,
including the execution of political
prisoners and the systematic
discrimination against women. She
underscored the urgent need for
political action to address gender
inequality and human rights abuses in
Iran.

The former minister praised the
resilience of Iranian women who
continue to resist despite immense
challenges. She called for solidarity and
support from the international
community in their quest for freedom
and democracy. Mrs. Vallaud-Belkacem
emphasized the importance of
women’s voices in political leadership
and stressed the need for gender
equality in all spheres of society.

She concluded, “Strength, strength to
Maryam Rajavi, President-elect of the
NCRI, strength to the PMOI activists,
strength to all those who fight at the
risk of their lives, who resist against
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Mrs.Rajavi, President-elect of the (NCRI), said, "active
and equal participation of women in political
leadership is not only essential for democracy but
also pivotal for the emancipation of men.Defeating
the Velayat-e Fagih regime on the pioneering efforts
of women."

Vallaud-Belkacem, she highlighted the atrocities
committed by the regime, including the execution of
political prisoners and the systematic discrimination
against women. She underscored the urgent need for
political action, inequality and human rights abuses
in lran.

Islamist fundamentalism. Strength to the men who accompany them and support them and also
pay a very heavy price. Strength to all those who refuse to let silence and indifference cover the
atrocities that are still happening today in Iran.”



Former Latvian President Vaira Vike-
Freiberga addressed the gathering with
a poignant message of solidarity and ¢
resistance against tyranny, particularly

highlighting the plight of women under

oppressive regimes. Drawing from Maﬁ,’a
Latwa’s' hls'tor.lcal struggles against 2024 PARIS
authoritarianism, President Vike-

Freiberga emphasized the parallels
with the current situation in Iran.

2 o
;,

Baroness O’Loan, in her speech praising the
determination of Iranian women in their fight against
oppression under this regime. She began by
acknowledging the profound impact of Mrs. Rajavi's
leadership, and her role as a beacon of courage for
young lranian girls .

President Vike-Freiberga condemned
the Iranian theocracy’s systematic
dehumanization of women and its
complicity in supporting oppressive
regimes worldwide.

She said, “The totalitarian regime is always based on the support of those who find benefit in
aiding the dictator who is at its head. And this dependence is an illusion. And | would like to say
to the men of Iran, when they tolerate and when they accept the repression and oppression of
Iranian women, they are harming their own humanity and their own masculinity.”

President Vike-Freiberga championed the flame of freedom as a beacon of hope, stressing the
importance of individual conscience and the separation of church and state. She reassured the
audience that the struggle for freedom and equality will prevail, urging them to remain steadfast
in their courage and determination. Drawing from Latvia's own journey to freedom, President
Vike-Freiberga expressed solidarity and wished success to all those fighting against tyranny and
oppression.

In her address, former Ecuadorian President Rosalia Arteaga Serrano voiced unwavering support
for the women of Iran and condemned the oppressive practices of the Iranian regime. Drawing
from her personal experiences and political journey in Ecuador, she underscored the urgent
need to combat discrimination and ensure equal opportunities for women.

Mrs. Arteaga Serrano denounced the plight of women in Iran, where many have faced
stigmatization, violence, imprisonment, and even death for advocating their basic freedoms. She
highlighted the stark reality of political discrimination and gender-based oppression, affirming
her commitment to stand in solidarity with Iranian women in their quest for emancipation.

The former president of Ecuador said, “The National Council of Resistance of Iran, led by Mrs.
Maryam Rajavi, has shown courage and vision in its fight for the consolidation of rights for all,
especially for women in Iran. Its slogan, we can and must, reflects the feeling of an oppressed



community in the search of their rights. The need to advocate for women'’s rights in Iran cannot
be postponed, which will serve to create, in Mrs. Rajavi's own words, opportunities for women to
make autonomous choices, achieve the right to employment, free choice of profession, and
other rights.”

Mrs. Arteaga Serrano passionately advocated for the full exercise of freedoms in Iran, including
the separation of religion and state, the abolition of discriminatory laws, and the establishment
of equal rights for women. She underscored the imperative of enacting legislation to protect
women from violence and ensure their unfettered participation in all spheres of society.

In her speech, Ana Helena Chacén, former Vice President of Costa Rica, emphasized the
importance of solidarity and action in the face of oppression. Drawing from Costa Rica’s history
as one of the first nations to abolish the death penalty, former VP Chacén emphasized the need
for access to justice and the importance of advocating for those unjustly imprisoned.

She also spoke out against the imposition of religious beliefs on public policy, advocating for a
secular approach that respects human rights and individual freedoms. She condemned gender-
based violence and highlighted the plight of Iranian women facing systemic oppression.

Anneli Jaatteenmaki, former Prime Minister of Finland, delivered a poignant message of
solidarity and support for Iranian women during the conference. Highlighting that it is her first
appearance at such an event, Jaatteenmaki expressed deep concern over the treatment of
women in Iran and the erosion of their rights.

With a tone of shock and disbelief, former PM Jaatteenmaki highlighted the diminishing value,
happiness, security, and social participation experienced by women in Iran. She underscored the
historical significance of women in Iranian society and lamented the shift towards
fundamentalism in the 1970s, which marginalized women and subjugated them to male
dominance.

Member of the UK House of Lords, Baroness O’Loan delivered her address at a conference,
praising the resilience and determination of Iranian women in their fight against oppression
under the current regime. She began by acknowledging the profound impact of Mrs. Rajavi's
leadership, highlighting her role as a beacon of courage for young Iranian girls and the broader
resistance movement.

Drawing attention to the significant contributions of Iranian women in challenging the regime,
Baroness O’Loan emphasized the pivotal role they played in leading the organized resistance
movement. Despite facing relentless persecution and terrorism from the regime, their
unwavering commitment to freedom and democracy remains steadfast.

Baroness O’loan said, “I applaud all those women and young girls in the Resistance Units of the
PMOI who are bravely confronting the brutal IRGC should be prescribed as a terrorist



organization in every country in the world. They have immeasurable courage and they have
hope.”

Baroness O’Loan condemned the regime’s systematic efforts to undermine the resistance
through character assassination, propaganda, and sham prosecutions. She applauded the
rejection and condemnation of these tactics by her colleagues in the United Kingdom Parliament
and called on European governments to uphold the rights of Iranian opposition members,
especially women, in accordance with international law.

She emphasized the importance of supporting their efforts to establish a democratic republic in
Iran, which she believes will bring stability, prosperity, and peace to the region and the world at
large.

In her speech, Mrs. Judy Sgro, a former Canadian Minister and current member of Parliament,
expressed admiration for the leadership of Mrs. Rajavi and the dedication of her team. She
emphasized the urgent need for a free and democratic Iran, highlighting the aspirations of young
Iranian women for freedom and pride in their country.

She underscored the global responsibility to address the challenges posed by Iran’s actions,
which she believes contribute to instability in the Middle East and beyond.

The Canadian MP called for accountability for Iran’s behavior and urged individuals to raise
awareness and advocate for change. She said, “Iran, in my opinion, is behind everything going on
in the Middle East and what is going on in Ukraine and thousands and thousands of people,
whether Israeli, Palestinians, Ukrainians or others, are dying and Iran is delivering the
instruments of war.”

In a significant political announcement, MP Sgro revealed Canada’s intentions to designate the
IRGC (Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps) as a terrorist organization, demonstrating Canada’s
solidarity with efforts for a free and democratic Iran.

She concluded with a rallying call for collective action, stressing that achieving a free and
democratic Iran requires the concerted efforts of individuals, governments, and the international
community.

In her speech, Dutch MEP Dorien Rookmaker likened Maryam Rajavi to Nelson Mandela, praising
her innovative leadership and the organization of women within the resistance movement. As a
leader of a prominent women'’s association in the Netherlands, Rookmaker admired the
dedication and organizational skills demonstrated by Mrs. Rajavi and her supporters.

MEP Rookmaker emphasized the significance of celebrating the achievements of women
worldwide, particularly in the face of oppression and injustice. She commended the men who
stood alongside Iranian women in their struggle for freedom and highlighted the resilience of



the Iranian Resistance despite severe repression.

The Dutch MEP said, “Behind the facade of Iran’s historical beauty lies a regime that suppresses
dissent and stifles basic human rights, particularly for women who dare to speak out against
injustice. But greatly, the Iranian Resistance stands tall and does not know the meaning of giving
up, and this gives us hope.”

She also paid tribute to several women imprisoned by the Iranian regime, highlighting their
courage and determination to seek justice in the face of adversity. In particular, Mrs. Rookmaker
honored Maryam Akbari Monfared, Marzieh Farsi, and Zahra Safaee whose stories symbolized
the plight of countless others silenced by the regime. She recounted Monfared's quest for justice
for her siblings executed by the regime and shared Monfared's hopeful vision of a free Iran.

In closing, she remarked, “When | started being a member of parliament in Europe, there was a
lot of division among European members of parliament about the situation in Iran. A lot of the
members of the European Parliament wanted to continue the policy of appeasement of this
terrible regime, but in our last debate, we could see that from left to right, all members of
parliament stand behind the opposition of Iran and the movement of Maryam Rajavi.”

Kathleen Depoorter, member of the Belgian Parliament commended the unwavering resolve of
those striving for a free and democratic Iran. She began by emphasizing the regime’s inability to
quell the determination of the Iranian people in their pursuit of freedom.

The Belgian MP expressed profound admiration for the courage and commitment displayed by
Iranian women who have been at the forefront of the resistance movement, enduring
unimaginable hardships and sacrificing their lives for the cause of democracy.

Mrs. Depoorter said, “Many members of the PMOI Resistance Units inside Iran, who played, of
course, this major role in the resistance and in the protests, are young women. And if we listen
to their slogans, we know that they reflect their conviction and their determination to establish
this democratic, secular republic. And it also rejects their rejection from all forms of oppression,
whether it is by the Shah or by the mullahs.”

Depoorter lauded Mrs. Rajavi's exemplary leadership, highlighting her role as a beacon of hope
and inspiration for women both within the resistance movement and across Iran. She
commended Rajavi's stance against compulsory veiling and praised her as a symbol of political
leadership and courage.

Recognizing the importance of collective action, Depoorter underscored the need for unity and
collaboration in the quest for gender equality and the overthrow of the oppressive regime. She
assured those in Iran of the wide-ranging support from democratically elected representatives in
Belgium and across the Western world, emphasizing solidarity as a crucial component in
achieving a free and democratic Iran.



To subscribe weekly Newsletter of NCRI, please use this link. https://bit.ly/3SMgEla

To view the whole article , please use the link below.
https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/news/women/international-womens-day-conference-in-paris-
spotlights-female-leadership-as-key-to-confronting-iranian-tyranny-and-terrorism/
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