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LOS ANGELES, CA, UNITED STATES, March 27,
2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Aspiring aviators
transitioning from military to civilian flying face
unique challenges and opportunities. Mike
McCormick, a seasoned aviator with a
distinguished career spanning both military
and civilian sectors, offers invaluable insights
into navigating this transition successfully.
Drawing from his wealth of experience as a
veteran United States Air Force pilot and
commercial ATP pilot, McCormick outlines key
steps to ease the transition and achieve
success in civilian flying.

Michael McCormick

According to McCormick, the first step to

making the transition is to understand the differences in regulations and procedures. McCormick
emphasizes the need for thorough familiarization with civilian aviation regulations, which may
differ significantly from military protocols. "Civilian aviation operates under distinct regulatory
frameworks," says McCormick. "It's essential to acquaint yourself with these regulations and
adapt your flying practices accordingly to ensure compliance and safety."

Mike McCormick also emphasizes on the need to obtain civilian certifications is another crucial
step in the transition process. McCormick advises military pilots to pursue civilian certifications
such as the FAA Commercial Pilot License (CPL) and relevant type ratings. He notes that, civilian
certifications validate your skills and competence in the civilian aviation environment. As such,

McCornick adds, investing in these certifications enhances your credibility as a civilian pilot and
broadens your employment opportunities.

McCormick also touches on the need to use networks within the military to facilitate a smooth
transition to civilian flying. Military pilots, he says, often have access to extensive networks
comprising fellow aviators, mentors, and industry professionals. McCormick encourages military
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pilots to leverage these networks for guidance, mentorship, and job opportunities in the civilian
sector. "Your military connections can provide valuable insights, advice, and potential leads for
civilian flying opportunities," says McCormick. "Don't hesitate to reach out and tap into these
networks."

On top of that, McCormick calls on the need for the person looking to transition to be open-
minded, more so when it comes to additional training. Being prepared to undergo additional
training, McCormick says, is essential for military pilots transitioning to civilian flying. He
highlights the importance of remaining open to further skill development and proficiency testing
to meet civilian aviation standards. He adds that, civilian flying may require additional training to
fill any gaps in knowledge or experience. As such, McCormick notes, a military pilot should
embrace these training opportunities as a means to enhance your capabilities and adapt to the
civilian aviation environment effectively."

McCormick also emphasizes on the need to craft a compelling and professional resume for
military pilots seeking civilian flying positions. He particularly touches on the importance of
showcasing relevant skills, qualifications, and experience in a clear and concise manner. "Your
resume serves as your first impression to potential employers," says McCormick. "Highlight your
aviation experience, certifications, and accomplishments to demonstrate your suitability for
civilian flying roles."

Additionally, McCormick says, transitioning military pilots should be proactive in seeking
mentorship and guidance from experienced civilian aviators. Mentors, he says, can offer
valuable insights into the inner workings of civilian flying, provide career advice, and help
navigate the job market. McCormick emphasizes the importance of building relationships with
mentors who can offer support and guidance throughout the transition process.

In conclusion, transitioning from military to civilian flying, McCormick says, requires careful
planning, preparation, and adaptability. By understanding the differences in regulations and
procedures, obtaining civilian certifications, leveraging military networks, undergoing additional
training, seeking mentorship, and presenting a polished resume, military pilots can successfully
navigate this transition and embark on rewarding careers in civilian aviation.
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