
EPA announces finalized drinking water
standards for six individual PFAS “forever
chemicals”

Comes after years of PFAS action by

states & leading retailers nationwide.

Safer States & Toxic-Free Future applaud

EPA’s record low drinking water standards

WASHINGTON, DC, UNITED STATES,

April 10, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Today, the U.S. Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA) announced

final drinking water standards for six

individual PFAS “forever chemicals” including PFOA, PFOS, PFNA, PFHxS, HFPO-DA (GenX), and

PFBS. This is the first time that drinking water standards have been finalized for a new chemical

under the Safe Drinking Water Act since it was updated in 1996. The finalized drinking water

standards are:

We hope that EPA’s action

sends a strong signal that

we need to protect drinking

water by ending the use of

PFAS and acting urgently to

clean up existing

contamination.”

Erika Schreder, science

director for Toxic-Free Future

●  4 parts per trillion for PFOA

●  4 parts per trillion for PFOS

●  A standard based on the hazard of a mixture of four

PFAS chemicals: PFNA, PFHxS, PFBS, and HFPO-DA

(commonly known as Gen X)

●  10 parts per trillion for PFNA

●  10 parts per trillion for PFHxS

●  10 parts per trillion for HFPO-DA  

EPA’s commitment comes after years of PFAS action by

states and leading retailers nationwide. 

Safer States and Toxic-Free Future applauded the adoption of record low drinking water

standards for these PFAS chemicals and say PFAS are too harmful to be put into commerce. The

following statements were released in response to this news.

“PFAS from an upstream chrome plating facility contaminated the drinking water source in my
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community,” said Robb Kerr, Ann Arbor community leader and Great Lakes PFAS Action Network

member. “These EPA drinking water standards are long overdue for impacted community

members across the country that have also dealt with PFAS pollution in their drinking water.”

“This is a huge victory. These new rules will give communities across America access to safer

drinking water,” explained Sarah Doll, national director of Safer States. “For years, states have led

the way in addressing PFAS contamination. We applaud the administration for stepping up to

ensure that all states and communities have these protections.”

“Communities across the country are suffering the financial and health consequences of ongoing

exposures to these highly toxic ‘forever chemicals,’” said Liz Hitchcock, federal policy program

director for Toxic-Free Future. “We have got to prevent further pollution from PFAS, by ending

their use in firefighting foams used by military and civilian firefighters and in consumer products

like food packaging and textiles. Congress and the Administration must keep moving forward to

protect us from these toxic chemicals.” 

“Access to safe drinking water is a basic human right, and EPA’s action today is a clear recognition

that these incredibly harmful chemicals should never have been in commerce and we need to

get them out of drinking water,” said Erika Schreder, science director for Toxic-Free Future. “We

hope that EPA’s action sends a strong signal that we need to protect drinking water by ending the

use of PFAS and acting urgently to clean up existing contamination.”

SAFER STATES

Safer States is a national alliance of environmental health organizations and coalitions from

across the nation working to safeguard people and the planet from toxic chemicals, and to

ensure availability of safer solutions for a healthier world. Led by state-based organizations, the

alliance seeks government and corporate action that lead to safer chemicals and materials, and

protection of public health and communities by transitioning away from harmful chemicals and

holding chemical polluters accountable. www.saferstates.org

TOXIC-FREE FUTURE

Toxic-Free Future is a national leader in environmental health research and advocacy. Through

the power of science, education, and activism, Toxic-Free Future drives strong laws and

corporate responsibility that protects the health of all people and the planet.

www.toxicfreefuture.org

For more: https://toxicfreefuture.org/press-room/epa-announces-finalized-drinking-water-

standards-for-six-individual-pfas-forever-chemicals/
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/702543975
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