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Northlands College helps shape the

destiny of this northern territory through

the transformative power of integrating

industry with post-secondary education

LA RONGE, SASKATCHEWAN, CANADA,

April 23, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --

Northlands College announces its

trades, technology, or other specialized

fields and vocational centers provide

students with a pathway to hone skills

that are directly applicable to the

workforce, preparing them for

meaningful contributions to the

region's economic sectors. 

Nestled within the vast expanse of

Northern Saskatchewan, a region defined by its pristine landscapes and abundant natural

resources, the intricate relationship between the Canadian education system and local industries

is shaping the destiny of this northern territory. This dynamic interplay, as emphasized by

Karsten Henriksen, President and CEO of Northlands College, shapes the destiny of this northern

territory and underscores the transformative power of integrating industry with post-secondary

education. Karsten continues, “this interplay is not merely a transaction of knowledge but a

shaping force, molding the destiny of both the individuals who pass through the educational

corridors and the very landscape that encompasses their learning journey.”

Northern Saskatchewan's educational institutions, from elementary schools to post-secondary

institutions, are the architects of the region's workforce. As learners progress, the educational

landscape evolves to include vocational centers, where a more specialized and hands-on

approach comes to the forefront. More than conduits for knowledge transfer, these centers

serve as incubators for skills, forging a symbiotic connection with the local industries that

underpin the region's economic identity. It is a unique strength that distinguishes Northern

Saskatchewan's education system – an alignment with the primary industries of minerals,
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forestry, and energy. Here, graduates emerge not merely as degree-holders but as adept

professionals with a profound understanding of the intricacies of resource development,

positioning them as indispensable assets in the region's economic landscape.

The region's educational prowess lies in its resource-centric approach, a pedagogical

cornerstone that ensures graduates are not just academically qualified but possess a hands-on

understanding of the industries, people and cultures that sustain Northern Saskatchewan.

“Specialized education, tailored to the unique needs of the region, meet the immediate demands

of industries and cultivates a workforce intrinsically coupled with the importance of indigenous

peoples and cultures. It not only prepares individuals for specific roles within traditional sectors

but also lays the foundation for sustainable economic development, fostering adaptability in a

rapidly changing global economy,” continued Northlands College's Karsten Henriksen.

A cornerstone of community engagement in Northern Saskatchewan is the empowerment of

Indigenous voices in education. Acknowledging and respecting the rich cultural heritage of the

region, educational institutions collaborate with Indigenous leaders, elders, and community

members to integrate traditional knowledge into the curriculum. Karsten Henriksen reinstates,

“In an era of Truth and Reconciliation, as institutions we need to think about how our institutions

which, are at their root colonial organizations need to change to ensure they reflect the cultures

and people they service. Put simply, representation matters.”

The limited diversity of educational programs, primarily focused on traditional industries, raises

questions about the adaptability of the workforce within emerging sectors. A diversified

curriculum ensures that Northern Saskatchewan's workforce remains agile and responsive to

evolving economic paradigms. Infrastructure disparities, particularly in remote communities,

present hurdles to equal access to education. As industries in the region undergo

transformations, Northlands College, under Karsten Hendriksen’s leadership, adapts its

programs to ensure graduates remain at the forefront of innovation. This commitment to agility

is reflected not only in the curriculum but also in the college's infrastructure, ensuring that

students have access to cutting-edge technologies and learning resources.

Moreover, a more seamless collaboration between educational institutions and industries is

indispensable. This calls for a holistic approach where academia and industry converge, ensuring

that graduates are not just armed with theoretical knowledge but also possess the practical

insights demanded by the ever-evolving job market. For this reason, Northlands College offers

an array of flexible learning courses encompassing a broad spectrum, ranging from programs

aimed at enhancing skills to micro-credentialing initiatives. Micro-credentialing is specifically

characterized as certifications that validate assessed competencies, serving as supplementary,

alternative, complementary, or integral components of formal qualifications. Karsten reinstates,

“These flexible learning programs aim to foster an education system that is responsive to future

labor market changes and disruptions. For these short programs to succeed in the post-

secondary landscape, they should be developed through extensive collaboration among post-

secondary institutions, industry, and government. Industry in particular plays an important

https://www.northlandscollege.ca/programs-courses


role.”

Engaging in experiential learning not only aids learners in skill development but also holds the

potential to alleviate labor shortages. Work-integrated learning (WIL) has demonstrated its

effectiveness in enhancing both technical and workplace-specific social and emotional skills.

Studies show that graduates’ benefit from improved labor market outcomes through experiential

learning, with a significant contrast in employment rates. According to one report, 68.8% of

students participating in experiential learning secure jobs post-graduation, whereas only 47.6%

of those not engaged in experiential learning find meaningful employment after graduation. The

Dental Therapy program at Northlands College serves as a noteworthy example of Work-

Integrated Learning (WIL), embodying a comprehensive and hands-on approach to education

within the dental healthcare sector. “This program uniquely integrates academic coursework

with practical, real-world experiences, ensuring that students are not only equipped with

theoretical knowledge but also immersed in the actualities of their future profession.”, Karsten

Henriksen. As Northern Saskatchewan endeavors to harmonize its unique strengths with the

demands of a dynamic economy, the nexus of education and industry stands as both the

challenge and the solution.

In navigating the path toward economic excellence, Northern Saskatchewan is not a passive

participant; it is at the helm of transformative change. By nurturing this intrinsic bond between

education and industry, the region can unlock its full potential, overcoming challenges,

embracing opportunities, and charting a course toward a future that is not just economically

robust but socially and culturally vibrant. As Northern Saskatchewan stands poised at the

intersection of tradition and progress, the collaborative efforts between education and industry

will be the catalyst for a thriving and sustainable tomorrow.  For more information, visit

Northlands College at  https://www.northlandscollege.ca
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