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Couture Pattern Museum Celebrates Designer
James Galanos's Centennial with Record-
Breaking Event

Exhibition Highlights Enduring Influence
on High Fashion and Community Interest L;_‘__ -

in Fashion and Garment Craftsmanship

SANTA BARBARA, CA, UNITED STATES, A |
May 3, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The ‘i \\7 ’ & o
Couture Pattern Museum celebrated
the 100th birthday of iconic California
fashion designer James Galanos with a
vibrant fashion and culture exhibition
last night as part of Downtown Santa
Barbara's 1st Thursday Artwalk at the
Tower Event Space, Workzones, in
Paseo Nuevo Mall. A diverse crowd of
fashion enthusiasts, industry
professionals, and regional visitors
attended the celebration. The event
featured an array of activities and exhibits that highlighted Galanos's enduring influence on high
fashion, dressing celebrities such as Marilyn Monroe and Grace Kelly, as well as the political elite,
including designing all four inaugural ballgowns for Nancy Reagan.
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Record-breaking crowd gathers to celebrate James
Galanos's 100th Birthday with the Couture Pattern
Museum.

“ Over the course of three hours, the event drew a record-
breaking crowd, with hundreds of people flocking to
celebrate James Galanos's legacy with the Couture Pattern
Museum. This unprecedented turnout highlighted the
immense community interest in exploring and preserving
haute couture history.

James Galanos's vision
transformed the lives of
countless women, making
elegance and sophistication
accessible to all. He brought
French Couture standards to
the American woman.”

Cara Austine

The evening showcased rare and exclusive gowns,
including identical dresses from the MET Museum and the
Philadelphia Museum of Art's permanent collection

alongside museum-owned garments meticulously reconstructed from original 1956 Galanos


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.couturepatternmuseum.com

patterns. A particularly innovative
display by artist Povilas Zaleskis
captivated attendees with 3-
dimensional digital video recreations
using Galanos' 1956 patterns from the
Couture Pattern Museum's archives,
demonstrating a fusion of traditional
haute couture craftsmanship with
cutting-edge technology.

Among the attendees were individuals
with personal connections to Galanos.
These included a woman who worked
in his Los Angeles studio during the
1950s, a seamstress responsible for
alterations of his designs, and the
grandson of a tailor who was a pattern
maker in the same studio. A haute
couture client who purchased
Galanos's designs and has donated her
gowns to prestigious museums was
also present. A fashion professor from
Los Angeles expressed surprise at
learning Galanos had released sewing
patterns for the home dressmaker
during his career.

Cara Austine, Founder of the Couture
Pattern Museum, reflects on the
significance of the event, stating,
"James Galanos's vision transformed
the lives of countless women, making
elegance and sophistication accessible
to all. He brought French Couture
standards to the American woman."

Museum-owned dresses on display alongside
identical ones from the Philadelphia Museum of Art
and MET Museum's permanent collections

Visitors captivated by the latest CLO3D digital
reconstruction of 1956 Galanos patterns from the
museum's collection, surrounded by museum-owned
dresses.

The Couture Pattern Museum is committed to preserving valuable patterns and sharing untold
or forgotten stories between couturiers and dressmakers across America, turning these artifacts
into educational tools for researchers, fashion historians, designers, and dressmakers now and

for future generations.

With the support of local sponsors including Workzones, Paseo Nuevo Mall, SBIndependent,
Noozhawk, and Sol Wave Water, the museum's recent event celebrated Galanos's enduring



influence. This initiative showcases the museum's innovative approach to fashion conservation,
inviting the community and enthusiasts worldwide to engage with the rich history of fashion and
the museum's ongoing preservation efforts.

The Couture Pattern Museum invites the community to the next scheduled event on June 6,
2024, to continue celebrating the incredible legacy of James Galanos. For more information
about upcoming events or to get involved with the museum, please visit the website.

Cara Austine

Couture Pattern Museum
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