
Kaplan Marino Gets Not Guilty Verdicts For
Honolulu Businessman In Bribery and Public
Corruption Case

Dennis Mitsunaga & Nina Marino; Credit: David

Croxford/Honolulu Civil Beat/202

The legal team headed by co-founder

Nina Marino swept with not guilty

verdicts for Dennis Mitsunaga, 82, who

faced up to 15 years in prison

HONOLULU, HAWAII, USA, May 23,

2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- A trial

victory for the Los Angeles-based white

collar legal boutique Kaplan Marino, PC

vindicates an 82-year-old Honolulu

businessman charged in a bribery

conspiracy.

In a stunning defeat for the United

States Attorney’s Office, after a ten-

week jury trial where the government

called 41 witnesses to the stand, it took less than twelve hours for jurors to return not guilty

verdicts on all counts on Friday in favor of Dennis Mitsunaga, the former CEO of the prominent

engineering firm Mitsunaga & Associates Inc., and all other co-defendants. The San Diego Special

Prosecutors based in Honolulu sought to portray Mitsunaga’s campaign donations to the

Honolulu prosecutor’s office as evidence of a pay-to-play prosecution scheme. Mitsunaga’s legal

team, led by firm co-founder Nina Marino, argued to the contrary, persuasively demonstrating

day after day the lack of evidence to substantiate the charges and that the campaign donations

were just that: campaign donations and not bribes. 

The underlying charges against Mitsunaga and all other co-defendants stemmed from a dispute

with a former employee of Mitsunaga’s company, who prosecutors claimed was the target of a

conspiratorial campaign helmed by Mitsunaga to have her criminally prosecuted. Mitsunaga and

Associates, Inc. had fired the employee after discovering she had stolen from the company, and

filed a police report. The employee then sued the company for sex and age discrimination. The

government argued that the pursuit of criminal charges against the employee was retaliatory

and the product of a criminal conspiracy to interfere with her civil rights by bribing the

prosecutor’s office to pursue criminal charges against the employee. The jury swiftly and flatly

http://www.einpresswire.com
https://kaplanmarino.com/
https://kaplanmarino.com/nina-marino/


rejected this theory.

“The verdicts in this case represent a complete rejection of the government’s theory of

prosecution in this case,” Marino said. “We’re thankful to the jury for seeing the evidence

presented for what it was, and our client and all the defendants are finally vindicated after a

battle that waged for several years.”

The case is United States v. Kaneshiro, et al. (CR-22-00048-TMB-NC), Hawaii District Court.

#       #      #

Kaplan Marino, PC's individualized defense strategies turn cases around and protect clients from

the collateral consequences of criminal charges. Based in Hollywood, California, with a more

than 30-year record of achieving favorable outcomes - from the U.S. Department of Justice and

Interpol to Attorney General's, District and City Attorneys' Offices -the firm manages its clients'

most serious matters.

JONATHAN FITZGARRALD

Equinox Strategy Partners

+1 310-601-6008

email us here

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/713786080

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2024 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

http://www.einpresswire.com/contact_author/4673194
https://www.einpresswire.com/article/713786080
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

