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ldentifying and Addressing Foundation
Problems in Louisiana Homes

SLIDELL, LOUISIANA, UNITED STATES,
June 10, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Foundation problems are a significant
concern for homeowners in Louisiana,
often arising from an imbalance in soil
moisture. Factors such as droughts,
floods, tree roots, and broken pipes
can disrupt this balance, leading to
severe structural issues. Elwin
Ordoyne, Vice President of E.C.O.
Builders Inc., emphasizes the
importance of early detection and
intervention to mitigate potential
damage.

"Foundation issues can cause extensive damage to a home if not addressed promptly. It's crucial
to recognize the signs early and take appropriate measures to prevent further complications,"
says Elwin Ordoyne.

“ Recognizing Foundation Problems

Several indicators suggest a home might be experiencing
foundation issues. Homeowners should regularly inspect
their property for these signs to ensure timely
intervention.

Foundation issues can cause
extensive damage to a
home if not addressed
promptly. It's crucial to
recognize the signs early
and take appropriate
measures to prevent further
complications”

Elwin Ordoyne

Cracks in the Foundation

Cracks in a slab are often caused by the shrinking or
swelling of the soil beneath the home. These cracks can
indicate significant foundation movement and should be
evaluated by a professional to determine the extent of the

damage and necessary repairs.

Doors and Windows
Doors and windows that stick, have cracks at the corners, or display separation from their
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frames are often symptoms of foundation problems. Such
issues arise when the foundation settles unevenly, causing
stress and distortion in the frames.

Sloping or Uneven Floors

Sloping or uneven floors, furniture that slides, and
noticeable high or low spots are typically due to foundation
movement. While squeaky floors might result from loose
boards, they can also signify deeper foundation issues.

Wall Cracks and Sticking Doors

Cracks in the sheetrock, sticking doors, and separation of moldings and tape joints can also
signal foundation problems. These cracks usually appear around structural openings such as
vents, windows, and doors.

Chimney Separations

Chimneys are common indicators of foundation failure. Large chimneys exert significant weight
on a small area of the foundation, leading to separation and additional issues such as unsealed
roof flashing and caulk seals. This can allow moisture to enter and cause further damage.

Addressing Foundation Issues
Once foundation problems are identified, prompt action is essential to prevent further damage
and restore structural integrity.

Professional Inspection and Assessment

A professional inspection can accurately assess the extent of foundation damage and determine
the best course of action. This assessment typically involves a thorough examination of the
property and may include soil testing and structural evaluations.

Sand Pumping

Sand pumping is a vital technique used to address foundation issues. Sand can be pumped
under slabs, raised homes, garages, and commercial buildings to eliminate standing water, fill
voids, prevent termite activity, and help prevent settlement. This method provides a stable base
and helps maintain the foundation's integrity.

Structural Repairs

Depending on the severity of the foundation issues, various structural repairs may be necessary.
These can include installing piers to stabilize the foundation, reinforcing beams and joists, and
sealing cracks to prevent further movement and moisture intrusion.

Preventative Measures
Preventative measures can help maintain soil moisture balance and prevent future foundation
problems. These measures include proper drainage around the home, addressing plumbing



leaks promptly, and managing landscaping to avoid water extraction by tree and shrub roots.

The Role of E.C.O. Builders Inc.

E.C.O. Builders Inc. in Slidell, Louisiana, has extensive experience in identifying and addressing
foundation problems. The company provides comprehensive solutions to ensure the stability
and longevity of homes. By combining professional expertise with advanced techniques, E.C.O.
Builders Inc. helps homeowners maintain their property's structural integrity and prevent costly
repairs.

Conclusion

Foundation problems can cause significant damage to homes if not addressed promptly.
Recognizing the signs of foundation issues, such as cracks, sloping floors, and chimney
separations, is crucial for early intervention. Techniques like sand pumping and professional
structural repairs can effectively address these problems, ensuring the stability and safety of the
home.

At E.C.O. Builders Inc., the commitment to providing high-quality foundation repair services
underscores the importance of maintaining a solid foundation. Homeowners in Louisiana can
rely on the expertise and experience of E.C.O. Builders Inc. to protect their homes and ensure
peace of mind.
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