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Pinwheel Announces Launch of Canada'’s First
Kid-Safe Smartphone

New phone for children 8-14 removes
social media access and enables parents
to remotely monitor texts, designate
contact lists, set usage schedules and
more

AUSTIN, TEXAS, UNITED STATES, June
18, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ --
Pinwheel announced today that its
popular Pinwheel smartphone for kids
is now available for sale in Canada,
making it the first smartphone
designed specifically for safe use by
children ages 8-14 available to families
there.
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Canadian parents can rest easy with Pinwheel’s kid-
safe smartphone, offering features like remote
monitoring and contact Safelists.

According to Common Sense Media, about half of all children get their first phone by age 11, and
by age 12, that number climbs to 71%. At the same time, experts have increasingly raised

We heard from many
Canadian parents that they
had friends in the US buy
them a Pinwheel, just to get
a kid-safe smartphone.
That's why we're so excited
to expand to Canada and
help more families.”

Dane Witbeck, Founder and

CEO, Pinwheel

concerns about excessive screentime and the negative
impact of social media usage among children and teens.
The Pinwheel phone, recently named a “Best First Phone
for Kids” by the New York Times, offers a solution for
concerned parents - a phone that gives kids with the
features and functions they want, like texting, apps and
photo sharing, along with age-appropriate guardrails (no
open Internet browser or social media) and parental
monitoring tools that encourage healthy technology habits
from the start.

Unlike adult phones that connect kids to the open internet
with confusing and weak parental controls, Pinwheel

allows parents to customize the settings to meet their child’'s current needs, then unlock features
and nearly 1,200 apps as their child grows into an independent young adult who manages

technology well.


http://www.einpresswire.com
https://www.pinwheel.com
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/best-smartphone-for-kids/#a-smartphone-with-no-web-browser-pinwheel
https://www.nytimes.com/wirecutter/reviews/best-smartphone-for-kids/#a-smartphone-with-no-web-browser-pinwheel

Built-in Parental Monitoring + Controls
Reduce Family Conflict

According to a recent Pew Research
report, roughly three-quarters of
parents (76%) surveyed say “managing
how much time their teen spends on
the phone is an important or a top
priority,” and about four-in-ten parents
and teens 13-17 report regularly
arguing with one another about time
spent on their phone. Each of
Pinwheel's four models comes with a
built-in parent management system to
help alleviate these challenges.
Through the Pinwheel Caregiver Portal,
parents have access to:

- Text and Call History Monitoring -
Parents can view a child’s text
messages in the Caregiver Portal (on
mobile or desktop) without having to
take the Pinwheel phone from them.
This reduces conflict with parents
monitoring in the background.

- Contact Safelist - Only contacts on
the parent-designated Safelist can call
or text the device, so no need to worry
about spam or stranger
communication.

Schedules for Apps and Contacts -
Parents can set up schedules for when
apps and contacts are available on the
phone and when they are not, such as
during school and overnight.

- Kid-safe App Library - Pinwheel
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Pinwheel gives kids the benefits of a smartphone,
such as staying connected and having fun, while
parents monitor in the background.

Pinwheel offers many popular phone models in
Canada, including Samsung and Google Pixel.

offers a curated library of nearly 1,200 popular apps with safety ratings based on child
development expert recommendations to help parents to make confident choices, such as
whether an app allows communication with strangers, has explicit content, etc. The App Library
does not include any social media apps or web browsers.


https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/2024/03/11/how-teens-and-parents-approach-screen-time/

Pinwheel currently offers four models for Canada customers, all available for sale at
www.pinwheel.com/en-ca/. The Pinwheel Slim 5 for C$289, the Pinwheel Plus 3 (Samsung) for
C$469, the Pinwheel Genesis for C$149 and the Pinwheel Pixel 8A (Google) for $859. In addition,
parents pay a monthly subscription fee of C$19.99 (or C$219.99 for the year) for the parental
controls + Caregiver Portal. All of the models work with the main telecom carriers in Canada, so
parents can add kids to a family plan or choose whichever provider makes sense.

“Ever since we launched Pinwheel in the U.S. a few years ago, word spread quickly among
parents everywhere, including Canada, and we heard from many people that they were so eager
to get a phone they were asking friends in the US to buy them and ship them up north. That's
why we are so excited to finally be able to meet the demand for our phones here,” said Dane
Witbeck, CEO and Founder of Pinwheel. “Now parents and kids have a way to stay connected and
enjoy the benefits and fun of a smartphone - from sharing photos, texting friends, playing
games and more, but with the guardrails and monitoring that keep everyone safe and reduce
family conflict. We believe our phones give families a way to help kids develop healthy habits
around digital device usage and screentime without the negative impacts and distractions of
social media and open Internet access.”

About Pinwheel

Pinwheel offers smartphones providing kids with the features and functions they want, like
texting and fun apps, along with age-appropriate guardrails (no browser or social media) and
parental monitoring tools that encourage healthy technology habits from the start. Unlike adult
phones that connect kids to the open internet with confusing and thin parental controls, or other
kid phones with very limited functionality and apps, Pinwheel allows parents to customize the
settings to meet their child’s current needs, then unlock features and more than 1,200 apps as
their child grows into an independent young adult who manages technology well. For more
information, visit www.pinwheel.com.
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This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/720671661

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors
try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something
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we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable
in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.
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