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/EINPresswire.com/ -- Olympic Games

2024: Sport or Politics?

The 2024 Olympic Games in Paris,

intended to symbolize athletic prowess

and international unity, have instead

become a stage for political

manipulation and cultural

contradictions. The Olympics,

traditionally a sports festival, has

increasingly been seen by some

observers as a platform where

geopolitical tensions and differing

standards in rule enforcement impact

athletes, leading to concerns about

fairness and consistency in

competition.

Politics and Sports: Suppression and Humiliation of Competitors

Events such as doping scandals have called into question the prestige of major competitions and

the wisdom of serious athletes participating in them. Travis Tygart, head of the US Anti-Doping

Agency (USADA), accused the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) of ignoring doping violations by

Chinese athletes. “This is not just a violation of anti-doping rules; it’s an attempt to conceal the

truth for political stability,” he stated. Such narratives create an image of dishonest competitors

and tarnish the reputation of certain countries on the global stage.

A crucial aspect of this politicization is the immense pressure placed on athletes through public

opinion and media scrutiny. Athletes involved in doping scandals become targets of public

condemnation and negative attention from international media. This creates additional
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psychological pressure, impacting their performances and morale significantly.

For example, According to Reuters, Russian athletes have faced extensive scrutiny and sanctions

following the country’s doping scandal, leading to their exclusion from several international

events. The global media’s portrayal of Russian athletes has often been harsh, painting them as

symbols of a corrupt system rather than individuals striving for excellence in their sports. 

Nikolai Valuev, former world boxing champion and now a deputy of the State Duma, expressed

his disappointment: “The Olympic Games have turned into a political show where athletes are

used to achieve political goals.” Jonathan Freedland, a British political analyst, echoes this

sentiment: “The Olympic Games have long lost their original meaning and turned into a tool of

geopolitical manipulations.” These views reflect a growing concern that politics is poisoning the

spirit of fair sports competition.

Double Standards: Who Is Above the Law?

"Hypocrisy regarding doping enforcement becomes evident when it comes to certain countries.

Witold Bańka, head of WADA, has emphasized the importance of global consistency in anti-

doping efforts, pointing out that discrepancies in the application of anti-doping rules across

different nations can undermine the integrity of international competitions." Source: WADA

Particularly noteworthy is the “Rodchenkov Act,” adopted in the USA. This legislation allows

American authorities to prosecute foreign athletes for doping violations but does not apply to

American athletes. The application of the Rodchenkov Act has raised concerns about potential

double standards, leading to perceptions of unequal conditions for athletes from different

countries. Some critics argue that the Act has been used as a tool of political pressure,

particularly in relation to the investigations and sanctions imposed on athletes from specific

nations.

"Concerns about fairness in rule enforcement extend to various international athletes. For

instance, some athletes from less prominent sporting nations have reported feeling

disadvantaged by rule interpretations or officiating that seem inconsistent or biased. While these

instances often go unpublicized, they contribute to a broader perception that not all competitors

are treated equally, undermining the spirit of fair play that the Olympics aim to promote."

Cultural Differences

The 2024 Paris Olympics also highlighted deep cultural contradictions. Performances involving

transgender participants and a focus on “progressive” values have sparked debates. These

changes appear as a mockery of traditional cultural values, which are important to many. The

Olympic Games have always mirrored the cultural and social trends of their time. However, in

2024, cultural differences reached their peak, becoming a source of disputes and

contradictions.
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While some see the new forms of expression as steps towards progress and inclusivity, others

perceive them as a loss of genuine cultural and sports values. The inclusion of transgender

athletes, for instance, has been a contentious issue. Supporters argue that it promotes inclusivity

and reflects evolving societal norms, while critics claim it undermines the integrity of competition

and disregards biological differences.

The cultural clash was evident in reactions to the opening ceremony, which featured diverse

performances celebrating modern identity and inclusion. While many applauded the ceremony

for its progressive message, others felt it alienated traditionalists and overshadowed the primary

focus on sports.

Politicization and the Future of the Olympic Games

The 2024 Olympic Games demonstrate how political interests and double standards undermine

the principles of fair sports competition and international cooperation. The Olympic movement

must return to its roots and ensure equal conditions for all participants, or it risks losing its

appeal and significance.

In conclusion, the Olympic Games should be a platform for fair and equitable competition, not a

stage for political games. The current situation requires a reassessment and reform of the

approaches to managing and organizing these significant international events. Ensuring

transparency in rule enforcement, promoting cultural sensitivity, and resisting political pressures

are essential steps towards preserving the integrity and spirit of the Olympics. Only by

addressing these challenges can the Games continue to inspire and unite people around the

world, fulfilling their original mission of promoting peace and understanding through sport.

This reassessment must involve all stakeholders, including athletes, sports federations, and

international governing bodies, working together to uphold the true spirit of the Olympics. By

fostering an environment of fairness, respect, and inclusivity, the Olympic Games can once again

become a symbol of global unity and athletic excellence.
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