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/EINPresswire.com/ -- Traffic violations

play a significant role in accident claims

in Louisiana, impacting both the

determination of liability and the

outcomes of lawsuits and settlements.

When a driver commits a traffic

violation, such as speeding, running a

red light, or driving under the

influence, these actions can be pivotal

in shaping the legal strategies

employed in accident-related claims. 

In Louisiana, traffic violations are not

just a matter of receiving a ticket or paying a fine. They can have profound legal implications,

especially when an accident results in injuries or property damage. Understanding how traffic

violations influence accident claims is essential for anyone involved in a motor vehicle accident

Legal strategies in accident

claims involving traffic

violations often revolve

around establishing fault

and demonstrating how the

violation contributed to the

accident.”
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in the state. 

The Impact of Traffic Violations on Liability 

Determining liability is a critical aspect of any accident

claim, and traffic violations can be a key factor in this

determination. In Louisiana, traffic laws establish the rules

of the road, and violations of these laws can serve as

evidence of negligence in an accident claim. Negligence is a

central concept in personal injury law, and it refers to the

failure to exercise reasonable care that results in harm to

others. 

"Traffic violations are often used as evidence to establish fault in accident claims. When a driver

violates traffic laws and causes an accident, it can strengthen the case against them," explains

Stephen M. Morrow of Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana. 
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For example, if a driver runs a red light

and collides with another vehicle, the

violation of the traffic signal can be

used to help demonstrate that the

driver was at fault for the accident.

Similarly, speeding, reckless driving, or

failing to yield can all be used as

evidence of negligence in a legal claim.

The Role of Comparative Negligence 

Louisiana follows a comparative negligence system, which means that fault can be divided

among multiple parties involved in an accident. Even if one driver is found to have committed a

traffic violation, they may not be solely responsible for the accident. Comparative negligence

allows for the apportionment of fault, meaning that a driver who violates traffic laws may still

recover damages, but their compensation will be reduced by their percentage of fault. 

In cases where both drivers are found to have contributed to the accident, the court will assess

the degree of fault for each party. For example, if one driver was speeding and the other failed to

yield, both may share responsibility for the accident. In such cases, the compensation awarded

to each party will be adjusted based on their level of fault. 

"Understanding the role of comparative negligence is crucial in accident claims involving traffic

violations. Even when a violation has occurred, the allocation of fault must be carefully

considered," Morrow notes. 

Traffic Violations and Insurance Claims 

Traffic violations can also have a significant impact on insurance claims following an accident.

When a driver is found to be at fault due to a traffic violation, their insurance company may be

required to pay for the damages incurred by the other parties involved in the accident. However,

if the at-fault driver's insurance coverage is insufficient to cover the full extent of the damages,

the injured parties may need to seek additional compensation through other legal avenues. 

Additionally, insurance companies may use traffic violations as a basis for denying claims or

reducing the amount of compensation offered. For example, if a driver was speeding at the time

of the accident, the insurance company may argue that the speeding contributed to the severity

of the collision and therefore reduce the payout. 

It is important for those involved in accidents to be aware of how traffic violations can affect

their insurance claims and to be prepared to address these issues during the claims process. 

Legal Strategies in Accident Claims Involving Traffic Violations 

When pursuing a legal claim after an accident, the presence of traffic violations can shape the



strategies employed by both plaintiffs and defendants. For the injured party, demonstrating that

the other driver committed a traffic violation can strengthen the case for negligence and

increase the likelihood of a favorable outcome. 

Conversely, defendants may seek to minimize their liability by challenging the relevance of the

traffic violation or by arguing that the injured party was also at fault. In some cases, defendants

may attempt to shift blame entirely to the other party by highlighting any violations they may

have committed. 

"Legal strategies in accident claims involving traffic violations often revolve around establishing

fault and demonstrating how the violation contributed to the accident. Both sides must carefully

analyze the evidence and present a compelling case," Morrow explains. 

Seeking Compensation for Damages 

In Louisiana, individuals injured in accidents caused by traffic violations have the right to seek

compensation for their damages. This can include medical expenses, lost wages, pain and

suffering, and property damage. The process typically begins with filing a claim with the at-fault

driver's insurance company, but if the compensation offered is insufficient, or if there are

disputes over liability, a legal litigation may be necessary. 

Litigation 

When pursuing compensation, it is important to gather evidence that supports the claim,

including police reports, witness statements, and any documentation related to the traffic

violation. Working with an experienced attorney can also help navigate the complexities of the

legal process and ensure that all necessary steps are taken to secure compensation. 

Conclusion 

Traffic violations play a crucial role in determining liability and influencing the outcomes of

accident claims in Louisiana. Whether through the establishment of negligence, the application

of comparative fault, or the impact on insurance claims, traffic violations are a key consideration

in legal strategies related to motor vehicle accidents. 

Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,

provides legal guidance and representation to individuals involved in accidents where traffic

violations are a factor. Understanding how traffic violations affect accident claims is essential for

protecting legal rights and securing fair compensation.
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