
Trade can support climate change mitigation
and adaptation in Africa's agricultural sector,
new data shows

New report analyzes trade performance amid pressure points from climate change, water use, and

carbon emissions, with recommendations for sustainable practices.

KIGALI, RWANDA, August 29, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- The latest Africa Agriculture Trade
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Monitor (AATM) indicates that intra-African agricultural

trade has already reached a new high of US$ 17 billion,

finally surpassing its previous 2013 peak, which was

reached after a tripling of growth the decade prior. This

recent surge, despite the disruptions and aftereffects of

COVID-19, must be further accelerated through additional

policy and infrastructure support, as well as intra-regional

trade facilitation, argue the authors.

Published by AKADEMIYA2063 and the International Food

Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), the 2024 AATM explores

the complex links between trade and climate change,

analyzing carbon emissions associated with the production

and transportation of agricultural products, embedded

water content in traded agricultural products, and climate stress-induced yield changes in

agriculture.

This year's report also examines how trade can mitigate the environmental impacts of economic

activities. The authors call for policies to leverage trade in climate adaptation efforts, notably

through strategic use of countries' comparative advantages.

"Agriculture is the main channel through which climate change disrupts African economies, but it

is also the sector with the biggest potential to lead adaptation to climate change," said Dr.

Ousmane Badiane, Executive Chairperson at AKADEMIYA2063. 

"As shown by the latest AATM, there are numerous opportunities for win-win solutions in climate

adaptation and mitigation within the agricultural sector. The report highlights areas for policy

interventions to facilitate intra-African trade, drive climate action, and enhance the efficient use

http://www.einpresswire.com
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of natural resources."

Launched during a hybrid event held in Kigali,  the report examines the recent performance of

African agricultural trade with a focus on the complex relationships between trade, climate

change, and food security, addressing the following key issues:

●  Carbon emissions: Today, African imports and exports account for a minimal percentage of

overall global greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions embodied in global agricultural trade, at only 2.3

and 2.5 percent, respectively. However, as Africa has been experiencing the third-fastest growth

in agricultural exports (after the Americas and Asia) and the second-fastest growth in imports

(after Asia) between 2018 and 2022, investing in emissions-saving innovations will become

increasingly important. 

●  Virtual water: More intra-African trade could help countries reduce the impact of localized

water scarcity by facilitating imports from relatively more water-abundant countries of more

water-intensive crops, such as maize, millet, guava, mangoes, beans, and peppers. Relatively

water-constrained countries can then focus more on less water-intensive yet nutritionally

essential foods such as vegetables. This trade in "virtual water", or the water content embedded

in traded agricultural products, should be complemented with infrastructure investments to

improve irrigation systems and water management practices.

●  Climate vulnerability: Africa's comparative advantage in agriculture will be severely affected by

climate change, including rising temperatures, increased frequency of extreme events

(particularly droughts), plant pests and diseases, and reduced labor productivity. Notably, most

agricultural products traded or consumed in Africa appear to be at risk, especially leguminous

vegetables, edible nuts, and oilseeds, vegetables, and some fruits, such as apples and bananas.

Smart use of countries' comparative advantages by shifting production from environmentally

resource-scarce countries to resource-abundant areas can contribute to climate change

adaptation and mitigation efforts.

"Stepping up the integration of African food systems through enhanced trade ties can help the

continent address some increasingly complex challenges," states Dr. Johan Swinnen, Director

General of IFPRI. "In a global context marked by more frequent food system shocks and the

resurgence of export restrictions, this year's AATM calls for greater resilience via enhanced

agricultural trade integration. These recommendations are timely, given the development of the

African Union's Post-Malabo Agenda, and should be considered as the  African Continental Free

Trade Area enters its fifth year in operation. 

Additional recommendations from the authors call for governments to accelerate regional

integration and increase investment in infrastructure. Key value chains should be strengthened

in terms of processing capabilities and technologies, as well as improved capacities and logistics,

facilitating producers' adherence to international standards. The prospect of increasing water

scarcity can be alleviated by facilitating trade of embedded water in agrifood products between



regions with differential water availability.

Donna Bowater

Marchmont Communications

donna@marchmontcomms.com

This press release can be viewed online at: https://www.einpresswire.com/article/739156404

EIN Presswire's priority is source transparency. We do not allow opaque clients, and our editors

try to be careful about weeding out false and misleading content. As a user, if you see something

we have missed, please do bring it to our attention. Your help is welcome. EIN Presswire,

Everyone's Internet News Presswire™, tries to define some of the boundaries that are reasonable

in today's world. Please see our Editorial Guidelines for more information.

© 1995-2024 Newsmatics Inc. All Right Reserved.

https://www.einpresswire.com/article/739156404
https://www.einpresswire.com/editorial-guidelines

