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-- Fleeing the scene of an accident,

commonly referred to as a hit-and-run,

is a serious offense in Louisiana with

significant legal consequences. The

laws governing this conduct are

designed to ensure accountability,

protect public safety, and provide

justice for victims. In Louisiana, the

penalties for leaving the scene of an

accident vary depending on the

severity of the incident, but they are

uniformly strict, reflecting the state’s

commitment to upholding the rule of

law.

William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow

Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana,

provides insight into the legal

ramifications of hit-and-run incidents

in the state. Morrow Law Firm is led by

William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow, who are dedicated to

representing individuals in various legal matters, including those involving traffic and accident-

related cases.

Louisiana law imposes

specific obligations on

drivers involved in a motor

vehicle accident.”

William P. Morrow

Legal Obligations After an Accident

"Louisiana law imposes specific obligations on drivers

involved in a motor vehicle accident. The primary

responsibility is to stop immediately at or as close as

possible to the scene of the accident. This requirement

applies regardless of whether the accident involves

another vehicle, a pedestrian, or property damage," states
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Morrow. The driver must then provide their name, address, and vehicle registration number to

the other party or law enforcement officers. If the accident results in injury or death, the driver is

also required to offer reasonable assistance, such as transporting the injured person to the

hospital or calling for emergency medical services.

Failing to meet these obligations constitutes a hit-and-run, which can lead to severe penalties

under Louisiana law. The severity of the penalties depends on the specific circumstances of the

incident, including whether the accident caused property damage, bodily injury, or death.

Penalties for Hit-and-Run Offenses

In Louisiana, hit-and-run offenses are classified according to the level of harm caused by the

accident. The penalties range from fines and imprisonment to long-term consequences such as

the loss of driving privileges and a permanent criminal record.

Property Damage Only: If a driver flees the scene of an accident that results in property damage

but no injuries, the offense is typically classified as a misdemeanor. The penalties for this offense

can include a fine of up to $500 and up to six months in jail. Additionally, the driver’s license may

be suspended, and the offense will appear on the driver’s criminal record.

Injury or Fatality: If the accident results in injury or death, the offense is classified as a felony,

carrying much harsher penalties. In cases where the driver knowingly causes serious bodily

injury or death and then flees the scene, the driver may face a fine of up to $5,000 and

imprisonment for up to ten years. These penalties reflect the gravity of leaving an injured person

without assistance, which can exacerbate the harm and potentially lead to preventable

fatalities.

Aggravating Circumstances: Certain factors can lead to enhanced penalties for hit-and-run

offenses. For example, if the driver was under the influence of alcohol or drugs at the time of the

accident, the legal consequences may be more severe. Additionally, if the hit-and-run is part of a

pattern of reckless behavior, the courts may impose harsher sentences to deter future

offenses.

Impact on Civil Liability

In addition to criminal penalties, fleeing the scene of an accident can have significant civil

consequences. The act of fleeing can be used as evidence of negligence in a civil lawsuit. This

means that the hit-and-run driver may be held liable for damages in a personal injury or

wrongful death lawsuit brought by the victims or their families. Civil damages can include

medical expenses, lost wages, pain and suffering, and punitive damages designed to punish

particularly egregious behavior.

The Importance of Legal Representation



Given the serious consequences of a hit-and-run offense, it is crucial for individuals facing such

charges to seek legal representation. An experienced attorney can help navigate the

complexities of the legal system, protect the defendant’s rights, and work towards a resolution

that minimizes the impact on the defendant’s life. Legal representation is also essential for

victims seeking justice and compensation for the harm they have suffered.

William P. Morrow of Morrow Law Firm emphasizes the importance of understanding one’s legal

obligations and the potential consequences of failing to meet them. The firm, which includes

John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow, is committed to providing comprehensive

legal support to individuals involved in traffic and accident-related cases, whether they are facing

charges or seeking justice as victims.

Conclusion

Fleeing the scene of an accident is a serious offense in Louisiana, with significant legal and civil

consequences. The state’s laws are designed to hold individuals accountable and ensure that

victims receive the justice and assistance they deserve. Understanding the legal obligations and

potential penalties associated with hit-and-run offenses is crucial for all drivers in Louisiana. For

those facing charges or seeking legal recourse, consulting with a knowledgeable attorney is

essential to navigate the legal landscape and protect their rights.

Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow,

provides dedicated legal representation to individuals involved in hit-and-run cases and other

legal matters, ensuring that justice is served in accordance with Louisiana law.
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