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How Vehicle Modifications Affect Accident
Liability in Louisiana

OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,
September 5, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/
-- Vehicle modifications are a popular
way for drivers to personalize their
vehicles, whether through
performance enhancements, aesthetic
changes, or functional upgrades such
as lifted suspensions. However, these
modifications can have significant legal
implications, especially in the context
of accident liability. Understanding how
modifications affect liability is crucial
for both drivers and those involved in
accidents with modified vehicles.

William P. Morrow, a lawyer at Morrow
Law Firm in Opelousas, Louisiana,
offers insight into the legal landscape
surrounding vehicle modifications and
their impact on accident claims.
Morrow Law Firm is led by William P.
Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and
Stephen M. Morrow, who are committed to providing legal guidance on various issues, including
those arising from vehicular accidents.

The Legal Framework for Vehicle Modifications

“ Louisiana law allows for certain vehicle modifications,
provided they comply with state regulations. These
regulations cover a range of modifications, including
changes to suspension, exhaust systems, lighting, and
engine performance. Modifications that comply with state
regulations are generally considered legal, but they can still
affect liability in the event of an accident.

One of the key legal
considerations is whether a
modification contributed to
the cause of an accident.”
William P. Morrow
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"One of the key legal considerations is whether a modification contributed to the cause of an
accident. For example, a lifted truck may be more prone to rollover accidents due to a higher
center of gravity. If such a modification is deemed to have played a role in an accident, the
modified vehicle’s owner may be held liable for damages, even if the modification was technically
legal," explains Morrow.

Liability in Accident Claims Involving Modified Vehicles

When an accident occurs involving a modified vehicle, several factors can influence liability. The
primary concern is whether the modification directly or indirectly contributed to the accident.
This determination is crucial in establishing fault and, consequently, in the outcome of any legal
claims that arise from the accident.

In cases where a vehicle modification is found to have compromised the safety of the vehicle or
the safety of others on the road, the owner of the modified vehicle may face increased liability.
For instance, performance enhancements that increase a vehicle's speed beyond safe limits, or
suspension modifications that alter the vehicle's handling, can be scrutinized during an
investigation. If it is determined that the modification was a contributing factor, the vehicle
owner may be held responsible for the resulting damages.

Moreover, the liability may extend beyond the driver to the mechanic or company that
performed the modification. If a modification is not installed properly or if it violates safety
standards, the party responsible for the modification could also be held liable in the event of an
accident. This shared liability underscores the importance of ensuring that any modifications are
done in accordance with legal and safety standards.

Impact on Insurance and Claims

Vehicle modifications can also affect insurance coverage and the processing of claims. Many
insurance policies have specific clauses regarding modifications, and failing to disclose
modifications to an insurance provider can lead to complications in the event of a claim. Some
modifications may void the insurance policy altogether, leaving the driver personally responsible
for any damages.

If a modified vehicle is involved in an accident, the insurance company will likely investigate
whether the modifications were disclosed and whether they contributed to the accident. If a
modification is found to be a contributing factor and was not disclosed, the insurer may deny
coverage for the claim. This can result in significant out-of-pocket expenses for the vehicle owner
and potential legal action from other parties involved in the accident.

For these reasons, it is advisable for drivers to thoroughly review their insurance policies before
making any modifications to their vehicles. Consulting with the insurance provider and a legal



professional can help ensure that the driver understands the potential risks and liabilities
associated with the modifications.

Legal Recourse for Victims of Accidents Involving Modified Vehicles

For individuals involved in an accident with a modified vehicle, understanding the legal
implications is critical. If the modification is found to have contributed to the accident, the victim
may have grounds to pursue additional compensation from the vehicle owner, the mechanic, or
the manufacturer of the modification.

In such cases, a thorough investigation is necessary to determine the role of the modification in
the accident. This may involve reviewing the modification’s compliance with state laws,
examining the installation process, and assessing whether the modification compromised the
safety of the vehicle.

William P. Morrow and the team at Morrow Law Firm are experienced in handling cases involving
vehicle modifications and accident liability. The firm’s comprehensive approach ensures that all
aspects of the case are examined, and that victims receive the compensation they are entitled to
under Louisiana law.

Conclusion

Vehicle modifications can enhance the performance, appearance, and functionality of a vehicle,
but they also carry significant legal responsibilities. In Louisiana, the impact of these
modifications on accident liability cannot be overlooked. Drivers must ensure that any
modifications comply with state regulations and that they understand the potential legal and
insurance implications.

In the event of an accident involving a modified vehicle, liability may be influenced by whether
the modification contributed to the cause of the accident. Both vehicle owners and victims must
be aware of their rights and obligations under the law.

Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and Stephen M. Morrow, is
dedicated to providing legal guidance on these complex issues, ensuring that all parties are held
accountable and that justice is served in accordance with Louisiana law.
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