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-- Precious metal jewelry holds

significant value, both in terms of its

beauty and its potential for resale.

Whether it’s gold, silver, platinum, or

palladium, these metals can retain or

even increase in value over time.

However, ensuring that jewelry

remains in top condition is essential for

maximizing its resale value. Proper

maintenance and care are critical steps

before considering selling precious

metal pieces. By following some simple

cleaning and storage techniques,

sellers can help their jewelry maintain

its shine, integrity, and value when the

time comes to sell.

Ken Bowers, owner of The Quarter

Smith, a well-established jewelry store

in the heart of New Orleans’ French

Quarter, shares his insights on why

taking care of precious metal jewelry is

key to preserving its value. “When it comes to selling precious metals, condition is everything.

Even minor scratches, tarnishing, or wear can affect the price. Taking the time to care for jewelry

properly ensures it remains in good condition, and that can make a real difference during an

appraisal.”

Below are essential tips for maintaining precious metal jewelry and preparing it for sale.

1. Clean Gently and Regularly

One of the most important steps in caring for precious metal jewelry is regular cleaning. Over

time, dirt, oils from the skin, and environmental factors can dull the shine of jewelry, making it

look less valuable. However, cleaning should be done with care to avoid damaging delicate

pieces.
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For gold and silver jewelry, a mild soap solution and

lukewarm water work well for routine cleaning. A soft cloth

or a gentle toothbrush can be used to remove dirt from

intricate details without scratching the surface. After

cleaning, the jewelry should be rinsed thoroughly with

water and dried with a soft, lint-free cloth. For platinum

and palladium, these metals are more resistant to wear but still benefit from the same gentle

cleaning approach.

It is important to avoid harsh chemical cleaners, especially those containing ammonia or bleach,

as these can damage the metal’s surface and reduce its value. Jewelry should never be scrubbed

with abrasive materials like rough sponges or paper towels, as these can cause scratches.

2. Avoid Exposure to Harmful Substances

Everyday exposure to substances such as perfumes, lotions, and household cleaners can harm

precious metal jewelry. Chemicals in these products can cause discoloration or corrosion,

particularly on softer metals like silver and gold. Jewelry should be removed before applying

lotions, perfumes, or makeup to avoid unwanted reactions with the metal.

Ken Bowers highlights the importance of minimizing exposure to chemicals: “Gold and silver are

particularly prone to reacting with harsh chemicals, which can dull their finish or even cause

permanent damage. Keeping jewelry away from those elements is a simple but effective way to

preserve its quality.”

Precious metal jewelry should also be removed before swimming in chlorinated pools or

saltwater, as both chlorine and salt can accelerate the deterioration of metals. Wearing jewelry

during activities like cleaning or gardening can also expose it to harmful chemicals and abrasives,

so it’s best to keep pieces stored safely during these times.

3. Store Jewelry Properly

How jewelry is stored can significantly impact its condition over time. Proper storage helps

prevent scratches, tarnishing, and tangling, especially for delicate chains and intricate designs.

The best way to store precious metal jewelry is in a cool, dry place, away from direct sunlight.

Jewelry boxes lined with soft fabric are ideal, as they provide cushioning and prevent scratching.

For added protection, individual pieces can be stored in soft pouches or wrapped in lint-free

cloth to avoid contact with other items. Keeping pieces separate ensures that harder metals,

such as platinum, do not scratch softer metals like gold or silver.

“Even the way jewelry is stored can have a big impact on its condition,” says Bowers. “Tarnishing

and scratching can occur simply from improper storage. Taking a few extra precautions, like



using soft pouches or cloths, helps prevent damage and preserves the value of each piece.”

Additionally, anti-tarnish strips can be placed in jewelry boxes to help absorb moisture and

prevent oxidation on silver pieces. Regularly inspecting stored jewelry for any signs of tarnishing

or wear can also help catch issues early.

4. Handle Jewelry with Care

When handling precious metal jewelry, it’s important to be gentle to avoid bending or distorting

the metal, especially with fine chains or delicate rings. For example, pulling or twisting chains can

cause kinks or breakage, while rings and bracelets can lose their shape if handled roughly.

Jewelry should be put on and taken off carefully, and it’s best to avoid wearing pieces during

activities where they could be easily damaged. Rings, in particular, are prone to wear from

constant contact with surfaces, so regular inspection for scratches or loosening stones is

advisable.

5. Regular Inspections and Professional Cleaning

Regularly inspecting precious metal jewelry for signs of wear, such as loose clasps, weakened

links, or small cracks, can help prevent more significant damage over time. Early detection allows

for timely repairs, which can preserve the overall value of the piece.

For high-value or intricate jewelry, professional cleaning may be necessary to achieve optimal

results. Professional jewelers have the tools and expertise to clean jewelry without causing

damage. Additionally, professional appraisals can provide an accurate assessment of the

jewelry’s condition and value, which is especially useful when preparing to sell.

According to Ken Bowers, “Even if jewelry appears to be in good condition, having a professional

inspection ensures that any underlying issues are addressed before they become bigger

problems. A clean, well-maintained piece will always hold its value better.”

6. Know When to Polish and When to Hold Off

Polishing can restore the shine of precious metal jewelry, but it should be done sparingly. Over-

polishing can wear down the metal, especially with softer metals like gold. Instead of regular

polishing, a simple cleaning regimen is often sufficient for maintaining shine.

For antique or vintage jewelry, polishing may not be necessary or even advisable, as patina can

add to the character and value of the piece. In such cases, leaving the metal with its natural wear

can enhance its appeal to collectors.

Conclusion

Proper care and maintenance of precious metal jewelry can make a significant difference when it

comes time to sell. By following these cleaning, handling, and storage tips, jewelry owners can

help preserve the beauty and value of their pieces. Whether it’s gold, silver, platinum, or



palladium, keeping jewelry in top condition is a key factor in achieving the best price during

resale.
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