
Big Thought Names Erin Offord as New Chief
Executive Officer

Under Offord’s leadership, Big Thought is poised to

expand its national impact, advancing education

and driving transformative change for young people.

DALLAS FORT WORTH, TX, UNITED STATES, September 11, 2024 /EINPresswire.com/ -- Big

Erin has been a cornerstone
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Her deep understanding of

our mission and her ability

to foster meaningful
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Dennis Palmer, Chair of the

Board at Big Thought

Thought, a Dallas-based nonprofit and national leader in

closing the opportunity gap for youth through creative

learning programs and systems building, today announced

Erin Offord as its new Chief Executive Officer, effective

immediately. Offord, who has been a pivotal part of Big

Thought for over 20 years, will take over the role from CEO,

Byron Sanders. Sanders will serve as President through

October and then step into an emeritus role.

Unanimously and enthusiastically approved by the Big

Thought Board of Directors after a nearly 2-year

succession process, Offord takes the helm as a veteran of

Big Thought and a well-known figure across the DFW metroplex. Throughout her tenure at Big

Thought, Offord has held multiple leadership roles and most recently served as Chief of Staff,

consistently demonstrating her unwavering commitment to the organization’s mission and a

deep understanding of the communities it serves. 

"We are thrilled to welcome Erin Offord as our new Chief Executive Officer," said Dennis Palmer,

chair of the board. “Erin has been a cornerstone of Big Thought for 20 years. Her deep

understanding of our mission and her ability to foster meaningful relationships make her the

ideal leader. We also want to extend our heartfelt thanks to Byron Sanders for his outstanding

leadership and dedication. Byron’s contributions have been instrumental in positioning Big

Thought for continued success."

Offord has been a key driver of Big Thought’s evolution, shaping innovative programs and

building strategic partnerships. Now, she aims to expand the organization’s impact beyond

DFW.

“I am thrilled to continue building on the legacy that has been established, with a clear vision of
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its future growth,” said Offord in a statement.

“With the foundation built over the past 38 years

by our deep partnerships and ecosystems work in

DFW, we’ve now become a key player and a

national thought leader in reimagining education

with young people at the center. I look forward to

leading this incredible team as we continue to

innovate and create opportunities for youth to

thrive, a mission that has been my life’s work.”

The announcement is welcomed by Big Thought’s

community of supporters, partners, stakeholders,

and investors. “Big Thought has been on the front

lines of reimagining what education can be when

it is learner-driven, community-based, and

powered by relationships,” said Valeria Brown,

Director of the Future of Learning and National

Faculty Member for the Carnegie Foundation for

the Advancement of Teaching. “We look forward

to seeing the life-changing outcomes of Big

Thought’s youth work in Texas for years to

come.”

ABOUT BIG THOUGHT

Big Thought is an impact education nonprofit that closes the opportunity gap by equipping all

youth in marginalized communities with the skills and tools they need to imagine and create

their best lives and world. Driven by its mission to make imagination a part of everyday learning,

Big Thought has become a national model in arts education, out-of-school time systems,

summer learning, and juvenile justice intervention. https://bigthought.org/
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