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Virginia Pond Management: Fall and Winter
are Key Times for Maintenance

Year-round healthy ecosystems come
with proper planning, equipment and
tasks completed.

RICHMOND, VA, UNITED STATES,
September 18, 2024 /
EINPresswire.com/ -- As fall
approaches, pond owners across
Virginia are reminded of the
importance of seasonal pond
maintenance to protect the health and
longevity of their water features. With
cooler temperatures and falling leaves,
autumn presents unique challenges
that can affect water quality and
aquatic life if not properly addressed.

By performing the essential upkeep of
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Virginia pond management, such as removing debris, trimming plants, and adjusting water

conditions, pond owners can ensure their ponds remain healthy throughout the winter and are

well-prepared for the spring. Regular fall maintenance is not only crucial for maintaining a
beautiful pond, but also for preventing costly repairs down

“ the line.

People are surprised
sometimes how much nicer
a healthy pond looks - and
performs - on their
property. But you have to
stick with it and do the little

Clement Miller of Blue Ridge Wildlife & Fisheries
Management emphasizes the importance of aeration and
addressing lingering algae blooms that some pond owners
assume disappear over the winter.

things.”
Clement Miller of Blue Ridge
Wildlife & Fisheries
Management

“Aeration will help give you a healthier pond the following
spring and summer. As for algae, we encourage our clients
to avoid poisons as these can kill the permaculture of the
pond. Bacterial treatments can be effective, but keep an
eye on the temperature as they should only be used above
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40 degrees (Fahrenheit).”

Here are some important tasks to keep
your Virginia pond healthy:

Remove leaves and debris: Falling
leaves can accumulate and decompose
in the pond, leading to poor water
quality. Use a pond net or skimmer to
remove debris.

Trim back plants: Cut back overgrown
aquatic plants to prevent them from
decaying in the water during winter.

Install a pond net: A net over the pond can help catch falling leaves and prevent them from
entering the water.

Check the water quality: Test the water for pH, ammonia, and nitrates. Adjust as needed to
maintain a healthy balance.

Clean the pond filters: Clean mechanical and biological filters to ensure proper water circulation
and filtration.

Feed fish less: As the water temperature drops, fish metabolism slows down. Control Virginia fish
feeding to prevent excess waste buildup.

Consider aeration: Install a pond aerator to maintain oxygen levels as the water cools.

Remove any floating plants: If you have floating plants like water hyacinths or lilies, take them
out before the first frost as they won't survive the cold.

Winterize equipment: Disconnect and store pumps or fountains if they won't be in use over the
winter, or switch to a de-icer if your pond is in a colder region.

By following these steps, pond owners can help keep their ponds healthy and beautiful
throughout the fall and into the winter months. Not sure where to start? Mr. Miller recommends
reaching out to a professional. “People are surprised sometimes how much nicer a healthy pond
looks - and performs - on their property. But you have to stick with it and do the little things.”
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