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OPELOUSAS, LA, UNITED STATES,

September 18, 2024 /

EINPresswire.com/ -- Accidents

involving test drive vehicles present

unique legal challenges in Louisiana,

where both the dealership and the

person test-driving the vehicle may

face significant financial and legal

consequences. When such accidents

occur, determining responsibility and

navigating the legal complexities can

be overwhelming for both the

dealership and the driver.

Stephen M. Morrow, a lawyer at

Morrow Law Firm in Opelousas,

Louisiana, provides insights into the

legal rights and responsibilities

associated with accidents during

vehicle test drives. The Morrow Law Firm, led by William P. Morrow, John Michael Morrow, Jr., and

Stephen M. Morrow, frequently handles cases involving personal injury and other accident-

related matters. Understanding how to address test drive accidents in Louisiana can make a

significant difference for those involved, from dealership owners to prospective buyers.

Legal Responsibility During a Test Drive

One of the primary concerns when a test drive accident occurs is determining who is legally

responsible for damages. In Louisiana, liability typically depends on several factors, including

who was at fault for the accident and the type of insurance coverage available for the test drive

vehicle.

Test drive vehicles are generally owned by the dealership, and as such, they are required to carry

insurance on the vehicle. This insurance usually includes coverage for physical damage to the car

and liability coverage for accidents caused by the dealership’s vehicles while they are being test-

driven. However, the test driver’s personal insurance may also come into play, especially in cases

where the damages exceed the dealership’s coverage limits.
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If the test driver is

uninsured or underinsured,

the dealership may pursue

legal action to recover

damages from the driver

directly.”

Stephen M. Morrow

The issue of liability becomes even more complex if the

driver of the test vehicle is determined to be at fault for the

accident. In such cases, the dealership’s insurance may

initially cover damages, but the driver’s personal insurance

may also be pursued to cover any additional costs that the

dealership’s policy does not cover. This can lead to

disputes between insurance companies, making it

essential for those involved to understand their rights and

responsibilities.

Fault Determination and Legal Consequences

As with any motor vehicle accident, determining fault is a key factor in resolving test drive

accidents. In Louisiana, fault is assigned based on the actions of the drivers involved. For

example, if the test driver ran a red light or was speeding, they may be found at fault for the

accident. Conversely, if the accident was caused by another driver, that individual may be held

responsible.

Louisiana follows a comparative fault system, which means that fault can be shared among

multiple parties. If the test driver is found partially responsible for the accident, their liability may

be reduced based on their degree of fault. This can impact the settlement or compensation the

driver or dealership may receive or be required to pay.

In cases where both the dealership and the test driver have some level of fault, legal

representation is often necessary to navigate the complexities of shared responsibility. The

parties involved may face liability for property damage, personal injuries, or even third-party

claims, depending on the severity of the accident.

Insurance Coverage for Test Drive Accidents

Both the dealership and the test driver need to understand how insurance coverage applies to

accidents that occur during a test drive. Dealerships generally carry commercial insurance

policies that cover their inventory, including vehicles being used for test drives. This insurance

typically includes liability coverage, which pays for damages caused by the dealership’s vehicles

during test drives.

However, the test driver’s personal auto insurance may also provide coverage, particularly if the

damages exceed the limits of the dealership’s policy or if the driver is found to be at fault. In

many cases, personal insurance policies include coverage for driving vehicles that are not owned

by the policyholder, such as rental cars or test drive vehicles. The extent of this coverage

depends on the individual’s policy and the specific circumstances of the accident.

"If the test driver is uninsured or underinsured, the dealership may pursue legal action to



recover damages from the driver directly. On the other hand, if another driver caused the

accident, their insurance would generally be responsible for covering damages to both the test

drive vehicle and any other vehicles involved," advises Stephen M. Morrow.

Dealing with Injuries and Medical Costs

Test drive accidents can result in injuries, ranging from minor to severe. When an injury occurs

during a test drive, the injured party has the right to seek compensation for medical expenses,

lost wages, and other damages. In cases where the test driver or the dealership’s representative

is injured, medical costs may be covered by the dealership’s insurance policy or the personal

injury protection (PIP) coverage from the test driver’s insurance.

In addition to medical expenses, injured parties may be entitled to compensation for pain and

suffering, emotional distress, and long-term rehabilitation costs. Navigating the legal process to

secure these damages can be complicated, especially if multiple insurance companies are

involved in the claim. Injured parties should be aware of their rights and consider legal

representation to ensure that they receive the compensation they are entitled to.

Steps to Take After a Test Drive Accident

If an accident occurs during a test drive, there are several important steps that should be taken

to protect legal rights and ensure that the incident is properly documented:

Contact Law Enforcement: Always report the accident to the police, even if the damages seem

minor. A police report will provide an official account of the accident and can be crucial in

determining fault and resolving insurance claims.

Gather Evidence: Collect contact information from all parties involved, including witnesses. Take

photographs of the scene, vehicle damage, and any visible injuries. This evidence may be

important in establishing liability and supporting an insurance claim.

Notify the Dealership: The dealership should be informed of the accident immediately. They will

need to notify their insurance company and begin the claims process.

Consult with Legal Representation: Accidents involving test drive vehicles can present unique

legal challenges, and seeking legal guidance can help protect your rights. Legal representation

can assist in negotiating with insurance companies and navigating the complexities of liability

and compensation.

Conclusion

Accidents involving test drive vehicles in Louisiana require careful legal consideration. Whether

dealing with questions of liability, insurance coverage, or personal injury claims, both the

dealership and the test driver have legal rights and responsibilities that must be addressed.

Understanding these rights and taking appropriate action after an accident can help ensure that

the incident is handled fairly and efficiently.
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